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Isn’t it time for a 
New Garage Door? 

With the ESSATI SALE, the 
decision’s made so much easier 


Our top of the range electric 'remote controlled' insulated aluminium 
rolling garage door -operated by hand held 'keyring' handset is 
currently reduced from a RRP of €2250 - to an amazing £799 

inc VAT & fitting. 


NOW JUST£799! 


INCLUDING VAT & FREE FITTING 



♦ Remote Control & keyring handset 

♦ Includes free internal manual override,; 

+ All doors conform fully to EU safety directives 

♦ White as standard, other colours available - ask for details 

♦ Extremely secure auto-locking system 

♦ Full 12 month warranty# Bottom rubber weatherseal 

♦ Price is for any sized single sized door up to 8ft 6" wide 

♦ Double skinned aluminium with foam insulation 


CALL 01245 396910 


This special offer includes free fitting. 

The offer on our website do es not include free fitting 
To benefit from this offer you should call: 01245 396910 


www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 
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Dreamland’s rebirth should 
be an inspiration for us all 


IF PROOF were ever needed about 
the power of community, then surely 
the story of Dreamland provides it. 

The amusement park in Margate 
saw highs and lows. Like so many of 
our nation’s seaside communities, 
the advent of cheap flights abroad in 
the 1970s hit the coastal town hard. 

With dwindling numbers of 
tourists, the park quickly ran into 
disrepair, eventually falling into the 
hands of property developers. 

But the people of Margate were not 
willing to see the jewel in their 
town’s crown destroyed, and around 
17,000 members of the community 
signed up to support the park. 

In a town the size of Margate, this 
is impressive. People offered real 
support, even turning up to the site 
to help pull up weeds. 

Dreamland captured people’s 
imaginations because a battle was 
fought; a battle of people power. 

And now, the battle has been won. 
The park’s re-opening in June is an 
inspiring reminder of what can be 
achieved when like-minded people 


pool their time, resources and energy 
to fight for a cause. 

However bleak a situation may seem, 
however powerful the opposition, when 
a community pull together to make 
their voice heard, and to do the right 
thing, when they keep pushing 
forward, greatness can be achieved. 

We revisit the blood contamina¬ 
tion scandal, and look at lives that 
have been destroyed by the very 
system that was put in place to 
protect them. It is a shocking read 
- and one that deserves your 
attention. 

We also examine a thought-pro¬ 
voking image of the future - an 
image of Dover, but not as we know it 
now. When a panel of architectural 
experts were brought together, they 
predicted that our increasing 
population means we will soon have 
to colonise some strange spaces. 

How long will our county be able 
to support us all? Will our coastlines 
be expanded by floating pods? 

We hope you enjoy the paper - and 
have a great weekend. 


■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, c/o Halton House, 20-23 Holborn, London, EC1 2JD, or via complaints@ipso.co. 
uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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Councillor is suspended 
for ‘rude’ Big Issue tweet 



SUSPENDED : Dover Council leader Paul Watkins confirmed that Bob Frost (inset) has now been suspended. 


by Sarah Linney 

Sarah.Linney@archant.co.uk 


A TORY councillor has been 
suspended after tweeting that he 
told a Big Issue seller to “f*** off 
back to Romania.” 

Dover district councillor Bob 
Frost posted the remark on Sunday. 

It said: “Being ex-Home Office I 
feel qualified to offer helpful free 
immigration advice. Just told local 
Big Issue seller to f**k off back to 
Romania.” 

Predictably, the comment caused 
outrage, and council leader Paul 
Watkins subsequently confirmed 
that Mr Frost had been suspended 
from both Dover Town Council and 
Deal Town Council Conservative 
group. 

He will reportedly still be able to 
attend council meetings, but not as 
a Conservative representative. 

“We will have a meeting with 
him in the next few weeks and 
decide what action to take,” Cllr 
Watkins said. 

Mr Frost was previously 
suspended from the party in 2011 
for using the phrase “jungle 
bunnies” in reference to the 
London riots. 


He was reprimanded and 
warned about future conduct, later 
apologising on the social network¬ 
ing site Facebook. 

Dover council’s Labour group 
leader, Mike Eddy, condemned the 
remark. 

said: “Everyone deserves a 
second chance, and now he has 
had a second chance. 

“This has really transgressed the 
bounds of decency. 

“Someone needs to explain to 


him the difference between satire 
and just being rude. 

“If someone had used the terms 
he used about someone from the 
West Indies or the Indian subconti¬ 
nent, it would be an offence under 
the Race Relations Act. 

“Councillors are human, and 
they make mistakes, but normally 
they recognise that they have 
made a mistake.” 

Mr Frost, who represents North 
Deal ward, seemed surprised by the 


response to the tweet. 

He was unavailable for com¬ 
ment, but added on Twitter: “Big 
Issue was set up to give homeless 
livelihood NOT to give half Eastern 
Europe access to Income Support,” 
and condemned his critics as 
“smug bien-pensants” who needed 
to “get some perspective”. 

Mr Frost’s Twitter profile has 
described him as a “raconteur, 
flaneur, wit and bon-viveur; yet 
still the voice of reason.” 


Eurotunnel announces 
an end to MyFerryLink 
partnership this week 


Hotel worker jailed after he 
stole £8,000 from his boss 


EUROTUNNEL has announced that 
it will be ending its partnership with 
the cross-Channel ferry company 
MyFerryLink. 

The company bought three ships 
from SeaFrance when it went into 
liquidation in 2012. 

French union SCOP leased the 
three ferries, which they had run 
under MyFerryLink branding. 

But Eurotunnel has now said that 
the lease will not be renewed when it 
expires on July 2. 

A spokesman said: “The main 
reason is the attitude of the Competi¬ 
tion and Markets Authority (CMA) in 
the UK. 

“Essentially we feel that they are 
trying to push us out of the cross- 
Channel maritime market.” 

The CMA argued that Eurotunnel 
has more than half of the market 
share of Channel crossings, due to its 
MyFerryLink service between Dover 
and Calais and its rail services. 

Eurotunnel were told that they 
would need to stop their MyFer¬ 


ryLink cross Channel service after a 
ruling by the Competition Appeal 
Tribunal, but Court of Appeal judges 
overturned that decision earlier this 
month. 

But the debate rumbles on and the 
CMA are reportedly still considering 
further action. 

“The Court of Appeal rejected that 
premise but they are still appealing 
against that decision and they are 
talking about appealing directly to 
the Supreme Court,” explained the 
Eurotunnel spokesman. 

“Whilst they are continuing with 
that legal process we are not able to 
develop the business, MyFerryLink, 
on a level playing field. 

“Our shareholders want a good 
return on their investment.” 

He said they were considering 
their options for the future, looking 
through proposals that were put to 
them during two rounds of bids after 
they started a process to sell. 

“We are keen that the activity 
stays in the Dover to Calais market.” 


A hotel worker who stole more than 
£8,000 from his employer has been 
jailed for two years. 

Barry Dixon began making false 
transactions to his own debit card 
just months after he started work at 
The Bull Hotel in Wrotham. 

Dixon, 26, of SandlingRoad, 
Maidstone, began working at the 
hotel in Bull Lane, where he was 
a restaurant manager, in March 


AN assault in Edenbridge left a 
teenager needing stitches. 

At around 2pm on May 24 a 
white Ford Transit van reportedly 
collided with the wall of a front 
garden in Hever Road. 

After this, a 17-year-old youth 
was allegedly attacked by four 
people who had stopped in a car 
nearby. He suffered a cut to his 
face, but it is not clear how his 


last year. 

Between July 25 last year and 
January 15 this year he used a 
company bank card to make a 
total of 34 fraudulent transac¬ 
tions, pocketing £8,394. 

He was caught after attempting 
to process a false refund of 
nearly £400 and was sentenced 
at Maidstone Crown Court on 
May 22. 


injuries were caused and police 
have not ruled out the possibility 
that the people who carried out the 
assault could have forced him off 
the road. 

Officers are looking for three 
men and a woman, who were in a 
in a silver Vauxhall Corsa car, 
delivery van. 

Anyone with information 
should call 01732 379145. 


Assault leaves a teenager 
needing stitches to the face 
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Maidstone Borough Council elects new leader 


LIBERAL Democrat councillor Fran Wilson has been 
elected as leader of Maidstone Borough Council. 

The council has reviewed its decision making 
structures and the leader and cabinet system of 
decision making has been replaced with a new 
committee system. 

The leader of the council will also be the chairman of 


the policy and resources committee. 

Cllr Wilson said: “The role of leader will be different 
this year in the new committee system. It was intro¬ 
duced to involve all councillors in decision making. 

“I will be looking to make sure that we all work 
together to get the best results for the people of our 
borough.” 


Traffic bosses hit back 
at claims foreign drivers 
are dodging crossing toll 


By Maria Chiorando 

maria.chiorando@archant.co,uk 


DARTFORD Crossing traffic chiefs 
have hit back at claims that foreign 
drivers are dodging the tolls. 

The toll booths were removed, and 
a remote payment system intro¬ 
duced, as part of plans to remove con¬ 
gestion by creating free-flowing traf¬ 
fic under plans known as Dart 
Charge. 

Several reports have emerged stat¬ 
ing nearly quarter of a million for¬ 
eign drivers have ignored the toll. 

But according to a Highways Eng¬ 
land spokesman:“The figures show 
that the vast majority of drivers are 
paying their Dart Charge, and that 
non-payment is being followed up ap¬ 
propriately. 

“We have enforcement arrange¬ 
ments across Europe, and have al¬ 
ready passed nearly 60,000 cases to 
our European Debt recovery agent 
for collection of the charge itself and 
an additional penalty charge.” 

AA spokesman Luke Bosdett said 


the issue has two layers: “First, there 
is a great temptation not to pay the 
charge - which can be the same for 
British drivers abroad. The second 
thing is that it can be difficult for for¬ 
eign drivers to know how to pay for it. 

“There’s no payzone outlet in the 
Eurostar or ferry points, so people of¬ 
ten want to pay, but aren’t sure how. I 
believe Highways England are using 
various means to get foreign toll-dog- 
ers to pay - but the question is, how 


effective will this be?” 

Michael Taylor, a motorist from 
Dartford, said: “I do like to see a level 
playing field. 

“The original plan was that the 
crossing would be free when it was 
paid for. This has not been the case. 
I have read about people being dou¬ 
ble-charged, and I can understand 
why they are so angry. This issue is 
really why should we pay the toll, if 
we see others not having to?” 




INNOVATIVE: Artistic impression 

Hotel plans 
for Thames 
Estuary fort 

A SECOND World War fort off the north 
Kent coast could be turned into a unique 
hotel and museum. 

A retired businessman is proposing to 
turn the Red Sand Forts into a 40-room 
hotel accessibly only by hovercraft or 
helicopter. 

The rooms would be built into the gun 
towers, while in the middle, around the 
old control tower, would be the restau¬ 
rant, lounge, foyer and sun terraces. 

The hotel would be reached either by 
helicopter or hovercraft from St 
Katharine Docks in London, Southend 
and Whitstable. 

The forts , which were put up in 1943 
as an early line of defence against a Ger¬ 
man invasion, were decommissioned in 
1956 and subsequently became the 
home of pirate station Radio Sutch. 

David Marriott Cooper, who dreamt 
up the plans, has already been in touch 
with hotel developers and the Port of 
London Authority. 

Jenny Fitzgerald, associate director of 
architects Aros, said: “These are amaz¬ 
ing structures, which the proposal seeks 
to celebrate and refurbish. 

“The challenge for us will be retaining 
the towers as they stand. We want to cel¬ 
ebrate the incredible engineering of the 
past, but also create something for the 
future.” 


Cocaine seized from 
cheese lorry in Dover 

COCAINE worth more than £lm was discovered 
in a lorry carrying cheese. 

Border Force officers at the inward freight 
controls at Dover’s Eastern Docks seized approxi¬ 
mately 40 kilos of cocaine on May 22. 

Officers stopped and searched a Lithuanian- 
registered lorry carrying a load of cheese and 
discovered the drugs within the bodywork. 

The 34-year-old Lithuanian driver, Edvinas 
Janusauskas, was arrested and the investigation 
passed to the National Crime Agency (NCA). 

He was charged with the attempted importation 
and appeared before Dover Magistrates’ Court 
on May 25, where he withheld his plea. 

Janusauskas was remanded in custody and will 
appear at Canterbury Crown Court on June 15. 

Paul Morgan, director of Border Force south 
east and Europe said: “Working with law enforce¬ 
ment colleagues like the NCA we are determined 
to do all we can to prevent drug trafficking and 
put those responsible behind bars.” 


Kebab shop owner 
fined for his rubbish 

A KEBAB shop owner has been fined after breaching 
strict laws and dumping rubbish. 

Jamshed Hasanzada, 32, the owner of Top Kebab 
in Canterbury Street, Gillingham, was supposed to 
dispose of business waste through a private contract. 

Instead, he filled black bin bags with waste from 
the takeaway, including plastic bottles, and stuck it out 
for collection along with domestic rubbish put out by 
residents in the street. 

In his absence, Hasanzada was fined £350 by 
Medway Magistrates for a breach of a duty of care 
under the Environmental Protection Act. 

He was ordered to pay costs of £447. 

Medway Council investigated the incident after 
complaints from residents who saw the business 
waste being put out with theirs. 

The council does not provide a waste collection 
service to businesses. 

This means that any waste that was collected from 
the company would need to be arranged through a 
registered waste contractor. 


Fatal Barham crash 
sparks police appeal 

OFFICERS investigating a fatal collision in Barham 
are renewing their appeal for information. 

The collision occurred at around 4am on the A2 
coast-bound carriageway on May 15 and involved a 
white Citroen Relay van. 

James Feeney, 28, died at the scene. 

Officers are continuing to piece together his 
movements and have established that in the evening 
before the crash he had travelled in a taxi with two 
friends into Canterbury City Centre. 

Inspector Martin Stevens said: “We know that 
he withdrew some money from a cash machine in 
Upper Bridge Street at 3.28am. 

“We need to establish what happened to him 
from this time.” 

Mr Feeney is described as white, with short 
sandy coloured hair and he was wearing blue 
jeans and a dark blue jumper over a light 
coloured shirt. 

Anyone with any information can call 01622 
798538. 
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What will make next week’s headlines... 


Learn about refugee 
charity’s useful work 


PEOPLE interested in helping 
refugees in the county are invited 
to Kent Refugee Help’s annual 
meeting today (Saturday). 

The charity works with detainees 
who are being held at Dover 
Immigration Removal Centre and 
in London, to help them get out of 
detention and integrate into 


society. 

The meeting will feature 
information about the charity’s 
work, talks from former detainees, 
and a talk on life in the Calais 
migrant camps. 

Spokeswoman Kate Adams said: 
“Migrants are ordinary people like 
the rest of us, struggling to better 



their lives.” 

The meeting will take place from 
11.30am to 3.30pm at the British 
Red Cross, 2 Lower Chantry Lane, 
Canterbury. 


Network Rail workers 
are due to go on strike 


NETWORK Rail workers are 
reportedly due to strike in June. 

Rail, Maritime and Transport 
(RMT) union members are set 
to hold a 24-hour strike from 
5pm on Thursday (June 4) and 
a 48-hour strike the following 
week, from 5pm on June 9. 

Their 16,000 members help 
deal with the company’s 


operations and maintenance. 

Workers had been due to 
walk out earlier this month due 
to an ongoing row over pay, but 
the strike was called off when 
Network Rail offered them a 
new deal. 

But RMT general secretary 
Mike Cash has said they have 
been left with “no option”. 


...also_ 

Students on TV screen 


ASHFORD College students will appear in 
BBC1 show DIY SOS on Wednesday. 

The students are taking various courses 
linked to the building trade and got 
involved during filming of work on a home 
in Longfield, Dartford. 


Drainage work begins 

WORK to improve journeys by carrying 
out drainage investigations on the M20 
between junction 8, Hollingbourne, and 
junction 9, Ashford, will begin this week. 
Lane closures will be in place between 
8pm and 6am until June 12. 


Cats in need of a home 

CHARITY Cat Chat has launched a 
campaign to try and find homes for the 15 
most overlooked cats in the UK- two of 
which are from Kent. 

The campaign ties in with their 15th 
anniversary and runs until June 8. 


Lighting replacement 

LIGHTING will be replaced on the A2 
between the Port of Dover and the Guston 
Roundabout. 

The coastbound carriageway will be 
closed overnight between 8pm and 6am 
for five nights from June 1. 



Bedroom BARGAINS 


Beds 


ViSpring 180x200cms Bedstead Realm one piece 
Matttress in soft/medium tension 

was £2,560 NOW £1,280 
ViSpring 2x90x200cms Traditional Bedstead 
mattressses zipped with one soft, one medium 
tension was £2,235 NOW £1,117 

ViSpring 180x200cms Regal Superb S/E Divan 
and Mattress zipped and Linked with one mattress 
soft and one mattress Medium tension and Clabon 
Headboard was £10,050 NOW £5,025 

ViSpring 180x200cms Signatory S/E Divan and 
one piece mattress Soft/medium tensionand Artemis 
Headboard was £22,600 NOW £11,300 

ViSpring Mattresses 135xl90cms Recliner Deluxe 

Firm mattress was £3,900 NOW 2,535 

Bedroom Furniture 


Harrisons 150x200cms Posture Classic 
4 Drawer Divan and Medium /Firm Mattress 

was £2,470 NOW £1,395 
Hypnos 180x200cms Sovereign Divan and Mattress 
zipped and linked with one medium and one firm 
tension mattresses topped with a one pice topper 
complete with Isabella Headboard was £11,547 

NOW £6,995 

Dreamworks 135xl90cms Corcica 4 Drawer Divan and 
Mattress was £1,595 NOW £995 

Tempur Traditional Pillows 

Limited Stock was £129.95 NOW £79 EACH 
Kaymed I kool Pillows 

was £59.00 NOW £29 EACH 


Kiss 5 Drawer Chest was £1,295 NOW £895 
Monique Dressing table, mirror and Stool 

was £1,184 NOW £799 
Savoy Chair Bedroom Chair 

was £459 NOW £325 
Oval Chair Bedroom Chair 

was £475 NOW £299 


PLUS MANY OTHER CHEST OF DRAWERS, 
BEDROOM CHAIRS AND DRESSING TABLES. 


766655 

S O R I E S 


www.lenleys.co.uk 


Roper 


Charles Barr 180x200cms Trafalgar Bedstead 
with spring Slatts was £3,913 NOW £1,956 
Charles Barr 4 Drawer chest 

was £1,557 NOW £778 
Salcombe 135xl90cms Salcombe 
with slatted base was £1,025 NOW £695 
Manhattan 2 Door Wardrobe 

was £1,744 NOW £995 
Nolte Belvento Wide 3 Drawer Chest 

was £1,507 NOW £895 
Jupiter Dressing Table and Mirror 

was £480 NOW £239 

Road, Canterbury CT2 7EL 01227 
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Female crew takes on world's 
largest ocean in pink row boat 

A woman from Broadstairs will be joining a team of female rowers as they take 
on the might of the Pacific for charity in a boat called Doris. Meg Dyos spoke to 
Molly Kersey about the challenge ahead... 



CHALLENGE: Doris and her crew get ready for the challenge 


INISHING her dissertation 
at university, Meg Dyos 
dreamed of adventure and 
escape. 

Exploring different op¬ 
tions, she found an advert for an in¬ 
credible and gruelling challenge and 
decided to apply. 

Now, the 25-year-old will form part 
of Coxless Crew, an all-women team 
rowing more than 8,000 miles across 
the world’s largest ocean- the Pacific. 

The unsupported three stage row 
began in San Francisco and will fin¬ 
ish in Australia, a route that has nev¬ 
er been carried out by a team of four. 

The crew will take turns to row a 
specially designed craft - called Doris- 
in two-hour shifts. 

Ms Dyos, who lives in Broadstairs 
and grew up in Ramsgate, will be 
joining the third leg of the trip. 

To say that the challenge ahead 
will be out of her comfort zone is an 
understatement. 

Ms Dyos told KoS: “The whole 
thing has never been done before. We 
are aiming to break three world 


records. Four women have never 
done it. 

“I am joining the team from Samoa 
to Australia. 

“It’s two hours on and two hours 
off for the whole team. There is four of 
us on the boat at any one time. 

“Laura Penhaul, team lead, has 
been planning this for years. 

“I was on a website called Escape 
The City and I saw it and thought ‘you 
know what, I’m going to apply’. I sent 
a message and a video to them and 
never thought that I would get in, but 
I got a message from them inviting 
me to the next stage.” 

And she has been training to pre¬ 
pare herself for the task ahead. 

“I am so excited, I can’t wait. I am 
loving the training,” she said. 

“Thanet Leisureforce in Ramsgate 
have been really generous, they have 
given me a pass and they have been 
so supportive. I am trying to get on 
the open water as well.” 

And there has been psychological 
preparation too. 

“To be honest, with outdoor row¬ 


ing it’s completely different to sitting 
on a rowing machine. It’s about men¬ 
tal strength,” she said. 

“We have got an amazing psychol¬ 
ogist who is giving us lots of mental 
preparation. 

“It’s about finding out what makes 
each person angry, what ticks them 
off and how to deal with it. Some peo¬ 
ple like a hug and some people just 


want to be left alone. It’s been such an 
interesting process. 

“We have got lots of cognitive tests. 

“The psychologist will be on email 
and Skype. I don’t think we would 
have been able to do it without him.” 

The crew are aiming to raise 
£250,000 for their chosen charities- 
Walking for the Wounded, which 
supports injured servicewomen, and 



Breast Cancer Care. 

Ms Dyos is undertaking the mis¬ 
sion for a cause that is very close to 
her heart. 

“My aunt has had breast cancer 
twice in her life,” she said. 

“People say I’m brave doing this, 
but we actually have a choice putting 
ourselves in this situation.” 

But it was a trip that almost didn’t 




fllfl 


© <$ otmp mm 

fatte Z6 tk 


Real ale and real trains are a marvellous combination 
make tracks to Tenterden and raise a glass or two! 

- Quiet Session from 18.00 - 23.00 


Doublo6 ngIJ 

Acoustic Covers Duo 


12.00 - 14.00 


Stone 

function 

Folk • 14.30 - 16.30 


People's Republic (cm 

of Mercia 80s Covers Band 

Blues • 17.15 - 19.30 20.00 - 22.00 

Al&o- featuring Cinque Ports Morris 
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Kent & East Sussex Railway 

Tenterden's Steam Railway • 01580 765155 • kesr.org.uk 
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happen. “My dad had been run over 
and was in intensive care,” Ms Dyos 
explained. 

“I had just finished uni and I 
thought - ‘I just need to get my life 
together.’ 

“There was still a lot of money to 
raise at the time and it was just too 
much pressure. 

“I dropped out, but I said I would be 


a reserve. I handed in my notice at my 
last job and on the same day Laura, 
who I had been in touch with, rang 
me and asked if I still wanted to do it. 

“It’s meant to be.” 

So what will the conditions on the 
boat be like? 

“It’s 29ft. It’s small. We have got 
two cabins. It doesn’t sound appeal¬ 
ing,” she said. 


“On your two hours off you have 
got to sleep, you have got to eat and 
wash if you want to. There is a lot to 
do in those two hours. 

“It’s very basic in the cabin. You 
have got access to all the satellite 
stuff.” 

And they will need to be careful, 
with potential dangers along the 
way. 



GETTING FIT: Rower Meg Dyos 
from Broadstairs 

“We are in the middle of the ocean 
and we don’t have a support boat. 
There will be sharks,” she said. 

“We have obviously got a satellite 
and there are boats around that you 
can get in touch with and we are all 
going to be First Aid trained.” 

And she said that they had been 
taught how to deal with the ‘what ifs’. 

“We have assessed all of the what 


ifs that could happen. We know the 
procedures and the scenarios we 
could face and how to deal with them 
the best we can. We are as organised 
as we can be,” she said. 

There will be good points and bad 
points to the journey. 

Ms Dyos said: “For me, to get away 
from things I go for a run, so for me I 
think the hardest thing will be not 
being able to get away from things. 
And not having access to fresh 
vegetables!” 

Indeed, the team will actually 
spend their time living off of specially 
made powdered expedition packs- 
with flavours including korma and 
spaghetti bolognese. 

But there will be good points too. 

“I have got a real thing about sun¬ 
sets and stars, so on a clear night I 
think it will be amazing with no light 
pollution,” said Ms Dyos. 

“I’m a Pisces -1 love the sea.” 

And she says that getting to Aus¬ 
tralia, where her family will be wait¬ 
ing to greet her, will be a huge high¬ 
light. 

Her family members have “mixed 
emotions” about the trip. 

“My mum is definitely excited for 
me and supportive. She has asked me 
not to do it before, but now she has 
embraced it. 

“It’s not like climbing a mountain- 
more people have climbed Everest 
than done this,” she said. 

And she is good friends with the 
girls that she will be rowing with. 

“We Skype all the time,” she said. 

“I have met them all and we get 
on.” 

■ To track Coxless Crew’s 
journey or to sponsor them you 
can visit their website at www. 
coxlesscrew.co.uk 
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To book tickets or for more info call: 01304 813337 or see 
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A Stylish Selection of Limited Edition Log Cz 

• Swift Installation • Superior Quality • Superb Sa 


bin 


ings 


The Florence installed 

§i 


SAVE 

£ 1 , 000 , 


• 3.7m (12 l)wide x 3.2m (10’6”)deep 

• 40mm solid timber walls 

• Double glazing • Perfect Home Office 


The Garda installed 


• 4.2m (13 9)wide x 3.2m (10 6 )deep 

• 44mm solid timber walls i 

• Double glazing • Ultimate SurnnJ 


The Roma installed 

R(M) 


1 






• 5.4m (17 9)wide x 3.9m (12 10 )deep 

• 44mm solid timber walls 

• Double glazing • Stunning Chill-out Room 


Visit our website or call us now for a brochure 


needextraspace.co.uk 0845 4599444 


village near you, 

• Bybrook Barn Garden Centre, Ashford • Hawley Ga 
I • Elm Court Garden Centre, Gillingham • Newnham Court 
• Polhill Garden Centre, Sevenoaks • Johnson 
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I N such a hectic, time-pressured 
world, when work, study, family 
and friends take up virtually 
every spare moment, who would 
give up their time to do some¬ 
thing for a stranger, for no recom¬ 
pense at all? 

Hundreds of thousands of people 
across Kent, that’s who. Some 41 per 
cent of people in England now do vol¬ 
untary work, with more than a quar¬ 
ter doing it regularly. And next week is 
national Volunteers’ Week - a celebra¬ 
tion of all that these unselfish individ¬ 
uals do, more than willingly, just be¬ 
cause they want to help someone else. 

And according to Chris Tucker, 
marketing and communications offic¬ 
er for Volunteer Action Maidstone, 
volunteering has a lot of benefits for 
the person who does it too. 

“By giving back, you feel good your¬ 
self,” he said. 

“It’s a two-way process. As well as 
helping the community, you can get a 
lot out of it yourself and gain new 
skills. 

“Some people are struggling to find 
a job, and volunteering can be a 
stepping stone. Someone might do ad¬ 
min work for a charity, and then take 
those skills to a clerical job in the 
future.” 

Julia Kelegher, centre administra¬ 


tor at North West Kent Volunteer 
Centre, which covers the Gravesham, 
Swanley and Dartford areas, agrees. 
“You’re giving something back to 
help others, but it’s as much about 
how volunteering can help the indi¬ 
vidual,” she said. 

“People can gain experience, im¬ 
prove their CV, become more confi¬ 
dent and improve their social life by 
making new friends. 

“Someone may have been unem¬ 
ployed for a long time, and they might 
have lost confidence. They might 
have applied for many jobs and been 
knocked back, or they might have lost 
their job or become isolated. This can 
help them feel confident, useful and 
valued again.” 

Everyone has different reasons for 
wanting to volunteer - and volun¬ 
teers come from all walks of life. 

“Some people might have been af¬ 
fected by a particular cause - so if a 
family member had cancer, they 
might volunteer with Macmillan,” 
Mr Tucker explained. 

“Or there might be an area that 
they have an interest in, or some¬ 
where where they feel there is a gap 
in society - where they feel a certain 
group aren’t getting the support they 
need. 

“There are all sorts of organisa- 


JOAN EVANS knows what it is like 
to look after someone with cancer. 

Her husband died from it. Her 
mother died from it. The partner 
she met after she lost her husband 
died from it. And she herself beat 
breast cancer three years ago. 

What would you do after you’d 
been through all that? Help 
someone else, of course, if you’re 
Joan. 

The 71-year-old, from West 
Mailing, has been volunteering 
with Macmillan Cancer Support as 
a respite carer for more than a 
year-and-a-half having previously 
spent eight-and-a-half years as a 
volunteer at the Heart of Kent 
hospice in Aylesford. 

“I retired from work, and I had 
six months off where I didn’t do 
anything - and then I thought I had 
to find something to do! ” Mrs 
Evans said. 


COULD YOU BE A VOLUNTEER? Helping others not only makes their lives easier it can make you fell good too 


‘VERY PRIVILEGED’ TO BE A VOLUNTEER. 


‘ 'I went to the volunteer bureau in 
Maidstone and told them what I’d 
like to do, and they came up with 
Macmillan. And I love it.” 

Mrs Evans visits people who are 
suffering from cancer so their 
carers can have a break for a few 
hours. 

”We try to make people smile 
and laugh, and we talk about 
everything,” she said. 

‘ ‘A lot of patients don’t want to talk 
about their illness. You want to give 
them a bit of normality and 
escapism, so you talk about things 
like holidays or work. And you 
learn wonderful things about 
people’s lives. 

“You’re taking the outside in, 
taking normal life in to them. I feel 
very privileged to be allowed into 
their homes and their lives at a 
very vulnerable time - you have to 
gain people’s trust. 


tions you can work for, and all sorts of 
things you can do. You could work 
with animals, befriend an elderly per¬ 
son, do gardening, catering or driv¬ 
ing, or do charity collections. Or you 
could do accountancy, marketing or 
PR work for a charity. 

“You could also volunteer for just a 
one-off event for a few hours.” 

North West Kent Volunteer Centre 
recruits volunteers for roles with a 
variety of organisations, ranging 


“People can sometimes open up 
to you more than to their partners, 
as they are frightened of upsetting 
their partners.” 

Mrs Evans gives up around eight 
hours a week to volunteer and says 
some of the people she visits have 
become like friends. 

Her daughter has also started 
volunteering in the same capacity 
too. 

1 ‘I can relate to the carer and the 
patient, and it’s a lonely place to 
be,” Mrs Evans said. 

“If you have someone to offload 
on, well, that’s what we’re there for 
-just to make their lives a little bit 
easier. 

“My husband, my partner and I 
all had brilliant treatment, and I 
wanted to give something back. 

“It’s very rewarding and if you 
have the time to sit and listen, I 
definitely recommend it.” 


from conservation and environmen¬ 
tal work to helping in charity shops, 
at hospitals or with drama groups. 

At the moment the centre is partic¬ 
ularly looking for befrienders for eld¬ 
erly people, gardeners to help the 
over-60s, and drivers who can take 
people to and from hospital and doc¬ 
tor’s appointments. 

“Everyone is considered - we usu¬ 
ally try to pair a befriender with 
someone who lives not too far away 
from them and has similar interests,” 
Mrs Kelegher added. 

Mr Tucker himself worked as a vol¬ 
untary graphic designer for the char¬ 
ity Joining Hands before taking up a 
paid role at Volunteer Action 
Maidstone. 


“It’s very hard to get your foot in 
the door in the marketing and graph¬ 
ic design profession - I wasn’t really 
in a position to do an internship in 
London,” he said. 

“People would be surprised at how 
vast a range of voluntary opportuni¬ 
ties there are. 

“I would tell anyone interested to 
visit us so they can meet one of our 
team and find out whether volunteer¬ 
ing is right for them.” 

■ North West Kent Volunteer 
Centre, Endeavour House, 
Twistleton Court, Priory Hill, 
Dartford, holds its annual 
meeting on Tuesday from 
2.30pm to 4.30pm, at which 
anyone is welcome. 


PLENTY OF CHOICE: There are so many of ways to get involved 


The joys and 
the rewards 
of doing your 
bit for others 


Ahead of national Volunteers’ Week 
next week, Sarah Linney finds out why 
doing something for others isn’t so bad 
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Were hunters outfoxed by the PM? 

The Tory pledge to vote on the Hunting Act was not in the Queen’s Speech as Maria Chiorando reports 
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Support Oppose Don’t 

Know 

Do you support or oppose the ban on fox hunting with hounds? 


Support Oppose Don’t 

Know 


YouGov poll January 2015 


W HEN the Queen de¬ 
livered her speech 
to Parliament on 
Wednesday, some 
felt there was a 

glaring omission. 

In the run-up to the election, the 
Tories pledged their support for hunt¬ 
ing, with prime minister David Cam¬ 
eron promising to hold a free vote on 
the repeal of the Hunting Act. 

The act, which was passed in 
2004, largely bans the hunting with 
dogs of wild animals, including foxes, 
stag and hares, and many saw the 
legislation as the issue being put to 
bed. 

But hunting is an issue that polaris¬ 
es like few others, and people on both 
sides of a strongly-fought argument 
have voiced their opinions - those who 
support the law, and those who want 
to see it overturned. 

Among them is the prime minister, 
who used to ride out with the Heythrop 
Hunt himself. 

He described it as a ‘minority pas¬ 
time,’ but said he believed people 
‘should have the freedom to hunt’. 

But his party don’t have to take his 
opinion on board - as the subject is 
deemed a ‘matter of conscience’, MPs 
do not have to follow the party line 
when voting. 

Charlotte Cooper is a spokeswom¬ 
an for pro-hunting organisation the 
Countryside Alliance, a group which 
represents rural interests and which 
was formed to fight the hunting ban. 

She told KoS: “We were not expect¬ 
ing to see the repeal mentioned in the 
Queen’s Speech. 

“But we are still very confident. 
The government have promised as 
part of their manifesto to bring a vote 
on the repeal of the Hunting Act. 

“When MPs get the chance to de¬ 
bate the subject, we feel that they will 
vote for repeal.” 

But it may not be so clear-cut. The 
Tories made a similar pledge in 2010, 
which failed. 

North Thanet MP Sir Roger Gale, 
who is well known for his work on 


animal welfare, told KoS: “A combi¬ 
nation of those who still bear the 
scars of hours of debate about the 
Hunting Act before it was finally 
passed into law, and a 2010 intake of 
young MPs who are not wedded to 
the idea of controlling wild animals 
by chasing them with dogs and then 
watching with apparent pleasure as 
those animals are torn apart, saw 
that proposal off, at least for some 
time. 

“The Government had to bow to 
the fact that there was no parliamen¬ 
tary stomach for revisiting the legis¬ 
lation.” 

Now, with the Conservatives hav¬ 
ing won a majority government, the 
proposal is back on the table. 

However, with no mention of hunt¬ 
ing in the Queen’s Speech, the topic 
has lost momentum it had gained in 


the weeks since the Tories marched 
to victory. 

Damian Green is the MP for Ashford. 
He said: “I have never hunted, and I 
never will hunt, but I voted against 
abolishing it in 2004, and have not 
changed my position since. 

“I would vote for a repeal. As the issue 
was not raised this time around, now 
we wait for another Queen’s Speech - 
this legislative programme is for the 
next 12 months, so let’s see if it returns 
in the next session.” 

Sir Roger added: “The whole thing is 
so full of unponderables at the moment. 
Either we wait for another session, or it 
goes to a Private Member’s Bill.” 

The Private Member’s Bill has been 
touted as an alternative to the free 
vote. 

But only a minority of these bills, 
which are introduced by MPs and 


Lords who are not government min¬ 
isters, actually go on to become law. 

Despite this, the anti-hunting lob¬ 
by is still concerned. 

Tom Quinn is the campaigns di¬ 
rector for the League Against Cruel 
Sports, an animal welfare charity. 
He believes not raising the issue was 
a calculated move. 

He told KoS: “David Cameron no 
doubt realises that bringing back 
hunting is political poison so is try¬ 
ing to keep it low-profile. 

“The potential repeal of the Hunt¬ 
ing Act may not be in the Queen’s 
Speech, but we don’t think for a sec¬ 
ond that the issue has gone away. 

“The majority of people want 
hunting to remain illegal, so threat¬ 
ening to repeal it is a real slap in the 
face for democracy..” 

A YouGov poll taken earlier this 


year shows fairly uniform support for 
the Hunting Act across urban and 
rural areas. 

Sir Roger said: “I grew up in the 
countryside, and I have always hated 
hunting. 

“I do not see this as a town versus 
country issue, rather a question of 
animal welfare.” 

This contrasts with the view of 
many pro-hunters, including Grave- 
sham MP Adam Holloway. 

“I would vote to repeal the ban,” he 
said. 

“Shooting and poisoning and 
snaring are worse than hunting.” 

But for Dover MP Charlie Elphicke, 
the subject is at the bottom of his 
agenda. 

“I don’t know how I’d vote,” he 
said. 

“I’ve been so busy with other con¬ 
stituency work, I haven’t had time to 
think about hunting. 

“It’s not something that comes up 
very often, and my vote would de¬ 
pend on what measures were offered 
when it is on the table.” 

South Thanet MP Craig Mackinlay 
takes a similar view. “I don’t have an 
appetite for the repeal at this point,” 
he said. 

“If it does come back I will look at 
the new debate and make a decision 
at that time. 

“A lot of parliamentary time has 
already been spent on it.” 

Mr Green said: “I’m not surprised it 
wasn’t raised in the first session. 
There are only so many bills Parlia¬ 
ment can deal with at any time.” 

Sir Roger added: “At the moment it’s 
up in the air. There’s no foregone con¬ 
clusion. 

“I don’t know exactly how the 
whole party stands, but there are a lot 
of new Conservatives, and old ones 
like myself, who are against hunting. 

“Right now, we just have to wait 
and see. But as soon as anything 
looks like it’s going to happen, we 
will start campaigning, and I will op¬ 
pose it tooth and nail like I always 
have done.” 
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Mercedes-Benz 


Service Care for your 
Sprinter, Vito & Citan 



Less Uncertainty, Cost and Hassle. 
More Flexibility, Service and Care. 


We know it’s important for you to be able to plan 
financially - and that unexpected servicing costs are 
something you’d rather do without. 

It’s a genuinely affordable option, with prices 
starting at just £ 19.20 inc VAT a month 
for three services. 

What’s included: 


Routine service labour costs 

■ 

Routine service parts 

■ 

Routine service lubricants 

■ 

Transferable to new owner when vehicle sold (if Plan paid for upfront) 

■ 

Emergency road side assistance 

A 

Recovery to nearest Mercedes-Benz authorised repairer 

A 

Fast track preferential authorisation and processing 

■ 

Monthly paid contract 

■ 

Prepaid contract 

■ 

Provision of replacement vehicle 

A 

Available on any vehicle age 

■ 


■ Standard cover 

A Available free, for the first three years from registration date. 

For any vehicles registered after 1 Oct 2012, cover is available for up to 30 years 
under MobiloVan UK and associated terms and conditions. 

Call us today and ask for Andy Clack 
or find out more by visiting our website... 

www.sparshatts.co.uk 
0844 396 1122 

Ashford Dartford Sittingbourne Tonbridge 



Rare species and 
heavy industry 
share home on 
the Isle of Grain 


Its marshland has inspired Dickens, its heavy 
industrial heart helps produce our energy and at 
the same time it is home to some of our most 
endangered species. Jamie Weir investigates the 
Isle of Grain... 


T HE windswept, des¬ 
olate landscape has 
changed signifi¬ 
cantly since 

Charles Dickens 
walked on the Isle of Grain - 
the furthermost tip of the 
north Kent marshes. 

The headland of the isle juts 
eastwards, sandwiched be¬ 
tween the Thames Estuary to 
its north and the River Med¬ 
way to the south. 

Instead of the naturally 
bleak, flat and reed-covered 
marshland - which is said to 
have inspired Dickens in his 
novel Great Expectations - na¬ 
ture has made way for a brutal 
industrial horizon. The Isle of 
Grain - known by some who 
do business there as ‘energy 
isle’ - now has chimney stacks 
from power stations alongside 
massive, bulbous tanks which 
rise up from the scrubby land. 

The former Grain oil-fired 
power station - which is in the 
process of being demolished - 
towers over the area, dominat¬ 
ing the skyline with its 
244-foot-high smokestack. 

Among the other large 
industrial buildings is the 
Medway Power Station, a 
700-megawatt gas-fired 


power station. 

But it isn’t just heavy indus¬ 
try that has made this marshy 
outcrop its home; the isle is 
well known for being one of 
the most biodiverse and natu¬ 
rally important areas for 
many different species, from 
butterflies to birds. 

In fact, when one researcher 
spent just a single hour doing 
a survey on the isle, they man¬ 
aged to find a staggering 258 
species of invertebrates, birds 
and reptiles - many of which 
were considered rare, and a 
handful of which were threat¬ 
ened with extinction. 

Two of these are the white 
eye-stripe hoverfly, which is so 
rare it was thought to be ex¬ 
tinct until recently, and Mel- 
let’s downy-back beetle, which 
has been seen just a handful of 
times in the UK in the past 20 
years. 

But the area is teeming with 
others. Wildfowl are in abun¬ 
dance, with waders which 
make the marshes their home 
as well as migrating birds, 
who stop off on their way to 
other climes. 

Contradictions, therefore, 
abound on the Isle of Grain. 

Just as its location attracts 


the birds, so it attracts the 
businesses. For companies 
which rely on the sea to trans¬ 
port their wares, its location at 
the mouth of both the Thames 
and the River Medway, offer¬ 
ing access to the North Sea, is 
ideal. 

One such business is the 
massive liquefied natural gas 
(LNG) terminal - run by the 
National Grid’s commercial, 
profit-making arm. 

The largest LNG terminal in 
Europe, it is capable of storing 
more than one million cubic 
metres of LNG. 

This massive capacity 
means that the Grain LNG ter¬ 
minal can deliver 20 per cent 
of the gas the UK needs each 
year. 

And that looks as though it 
is going to grow in importance 
in the near future, with ener¬ 
gy security a key concern for 
the Government after sabre 
rattling from Russia - one of 
the world’s largest gas produc¬ 
ers. 

Its capacity is set to grow 
too, with National Grid saying 
there are vast growth oppor¬ 
tunities for the terminal in the 
future - something that’s not 
only good for the business, but 



LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION: The Isle of Grain is ideal for businesses and birds 
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also for people in the area, as the com¬ 
pany says jobs could be created as a 
result. 

At the moment it employs around 
250 people - a fairly hefty number in 
one of the most sparsely populated ar¬ 
eas of the county. 

The proposed growth would see 
Grain supply 25 per cent of the na¬ 
tion’s gas each year. 

Manager at the terminal, Simon 
Culkin, told KoS it had the capacity to 
expand when its customers wanted it 


to. 

He said: “We’ll expand as the mar¬ 
ket requires it. We already have plan¬ 
ning permission in place for the build 
ing, so it’s just a case of making sure 
what we’re providing is wanted by the 
market. 

“We have shown we can get this 
kind of building done quickly and 
cost-effectively in the past. 

“It’s a great location for the site, and 
it would be a huge investment for the 
area as well - the projected cost of the 


next phase of development is around 
£310 million.’’ 

That kind of massive capital invest¬ 
ment would help assure the area’s 
economic future for some time to 
come. The last development phase re¬ 
sulted in 150 new jobs. 

Mr Culkin said: “It would be an in¬ 
vestment for the long term, for around 
15 to 20 years. 

“It would take around three years 
to get the building done; I couldn’t put 
a tank up instantly.” 


Apprentices may well help staff that 
new tank - which would increase the 
terminal’s storage capacity by anoth¬ 
er 190,000 cubic metres. 

Scott Atkinson, the training man¬ 
ager at the plant, told KoS: “We have 
an annual apprentice programme 
which draws in local people. 

“Apprentices get on-the-job train¬ 
ing and mentoring and also learn 
more at one of the colleges in the area. 

“They can go into one of four differ¬ 
ent programmes, which look at the 


whole range of specialist things we do 
at the terminal.” 

And most of those apprentices end 
up staying at the plant throughout 
their careers. 

Mr Atkinson said: “The specialist 
nature of their roles means that the 
majority of our apprentices stay with 
us for large chunks of their careers. 

However, there are other opportu¬ 
nities, with a graduate scheme that 

Turn to page 16 
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GPIan Atlanta leather 3 seat sofa usual price £2359 Sale price £1769 

A sleek modern design that combines clean looks with incredible comfort. Fabric option available with manual or power reclining actions. 


Nasons 

at home 


Nasons Furniture & Bed Centre 

Maynard Road, Wincheap, 
Canterbury CT13RQ 

01227 463550 I www.nasons.co.uk 


Nasons Department Store 

High Street, 

Canterbury 

01227 456755 I www.nasons.co.uk 
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INDUSTRIAL: The terminal is set to provide 25 per cent of the UK’s gas 


Turn from page 15 

encourages applicants to move 
around the whole of National Grid.” 

However, it’s not just the various 
training schemes that are used to get 
the local community engaged in what 
happens at the terminal. 

Mr Atkinson said: “One of the 
schemes we’re working on at the mo¬ 
ment with schools is building electric 
go-karts. 

“We’re sponsoring the go-karts at 
eight schools and going in to the 
schools to help design and build the 
karts. 

“It’s great for the kids and builds 
their interest in engineering and their 
knowledge and skills.” 

Despite the economic importance of 
the site, its wildness and its location 
means that the business has to work 
in partnership with its natural envi¬ 
ronment. 

A spokeswoman from the terminal 
told KoS how important the biodiver¬ 
sity was at Grain. 

She said: “The fact that many of the 
sites are quite isolated and have re¬ 
stricted access makes them a perfect 
habitat for various species. 

“We take advice from ecologists and 
the team at Grain have put in a lot of 
work to make sure the area remains in 
the best condition for the natural habi¬ 
tat to flourish. We realise that we have 
a unique opportunity to make a posi¬ 
tive contribution to the preservation 
and enhancement of the natural envi¬ 
ronment. 

“At Grain an area of 5.7 hectares 
has been landscaped and managed for 
water voles, and other protected spe¬ 
cies including great crested newts and 
common lizards. The area contains 20 
water bodies that are completely un¬ 


touched. 

“A full range of surveys to assess the 
habitat were commissioned and a re¬ 
cent survey found that populations of 


water voles, common lizards and 
grass snakes in the area have in¬ 
creased since the population surveys 
began.” 




www.hornby.com/visitorcentre Tel: 01843 233524 
E-mail: visitorcentre@hornby.com 
WESTWOOD MARGATE KENT CT9 4JX 

On the A254 Ramsgate Road, between 
Westwood Cross Shopping Centre and Margate. 

CORGI 


www.facebook.com/ 

hombymodelrailways 


££ Humbrol 


Open 7 days 
a week 
10am - 5pm 
Mon-Sun 


Ticket Prices 


Adults-£5 
Child (Ages 5-15) 

and OAP-£2.50 
Under age 5 - FREE 


we haven’t moved 


Family-£12.50 

(2 Adults and up to 
4 children) 


Have you visited 
the Hornby Hobbies 
Visitor Centre Yet? 


We’re still in Margate 


Come and visit us and see our facinating desplays, featuring 
rare products from the Hornby, Scalextric, Airfix and Corgi 
archives. Track the history of Hornby’s iconic model trains 
from Frank Hornby’s early home-made toys in sheet metal, 
through the development of Hornby ‘O’ gauge and 
Hornby-Dublo. Don't miss the spectacular model railway 
layouts. The Hornby Retail Shop offers an extensive range of 
Hornby, Scalextric, Airfix, Humbrol and Corgi products. 


ACCIDENT CLAIM? 


We can help with 
your claim for: 



Call Girlings’ Personal 
Injury Claims on 

0845 2221 999 
for FREE, no obligation 
advice on your claim 


• Head/brain injuries (We are 
included in the Headway 
Solicitors Directory 2015) 

• Accidents at work 

• Car and motorbike accidents 

• Fatal accidents 

• Trips and slips 

• Medical negligence 



www.girlingspersonalinjury.co.uk 


KENT no win no fee specialists 
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FOR WATERSIDE TOWER 
LIVING IN MEDWAY 
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OUR HIGH SPEC APARTMENTS WITH 
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A great range of fencing & gates 
Beautiful timber 

selected to your specifications by experts 



For all your timber needs 


01227 720537 
www.winghamtimber.com 

WINGHAM INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 
GOODNESTONE ROAD, 
WINGHAM,CANTERBURY, 
KENT,CT3 1AR 



Opening Hours:Mon-Fri:8-5,Sat:8.30-12.30 


WINGHAM TIMBER & MOULDINGS LTD 
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Special Report: Blood contamination scandaL.Special Report: Blood contamination scandal 


NHS blood 
scandal has 
left our lives 
‘smashed up’ 


In the second part of our special 
report into the blood contamination 
scandal, we speak to those closest to 
a victim in Broadstairs about how 
their lives have been ripped apart by 
his contracting hepatitis C 



Chris Britcher & David 
Powles 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


E XETER University, 1974. Su 
Gorman and Steve Dymond 
have both enrolled on lan¬ 
guage courses - a stepping 
stone to what they see as a 
future full of potential and financial 
stability. 

During a freshers’ tea party, they 
meet for the first time - an encounter 
which led, two years later, to them of¬ 
ficially becoming an item. Four years 
later they would be married. 

Yet it seems almost certain that 
Steve Dymond had, by that time, al¬ 
ready contracted hepatitis C - admin¬ 
istered by the very people tasked with 
protecting our good health, the NHS. 

He, along with thousands of others 
like him, is the victim of a blood con¬ 
tamination scandal which has cost 
countless lives and devastated many 
more. 

But the victims are not just those 
who suffered the direct infection - 
their loved ones have seen their hopes, 
dreams and plans shattered too as a 
consequence. 

As we reported last week, Mr Dy¬ 
mond, from Broadstairs, was infected 
with the hepatitis C (hep C) virus - 
which can cause serious liver prob¬ 
lems - after being given contaminated 
NHS blood products between 1970 
and 1991. 

He took the products to control his 
haemophilia - an inherited affliction 
which prevents the blood from 
clotting and, as a result, can lead 


k k Ifyouwanttobe 
brutal, this has 
smashed up our lives 


Su Gorman, 77 

wife of blood contamination victim 
Steve Dymond 

to uncontrollable bleeding. 

He had to have occasional injec¬ 
tions of Factor VIII, a concentrated 
blood product which he used as a pre¬ 
caution should he be in a position 
where he might bleed - such as a trip 
to the dentist. 

But back then each product was 
sourced from up to 2,000 different 
people. Just one donor being infected 
would contaminate the whole supply. 

During this period an estimated 
32,000 people, scores of them from 
Kent, were infected through tainted 
blood and blood products. 

Many of these were commercially 
manufactured and sold, without safe¬ 
ty checks, to the British government 
from the USA - in addition to un¬ 
checked British donations. 

These products came from numer¬ 
ous high-risk sources, including pris¬ 
ons, drug addicts and the homeless, 
but the government continued to im¬ 
port them even after being given 
warnings they carried a risk of 
infection. 

Hep C is a virus which carries a 
stigma too as it is widely spread be¬ 
tween drug addicts who share 
needles. 

More than 1,500 people were in¬ 
fected with HIV along with hep C. It is 
estimated the scandal has cost around 
2,000 lives so far - and that is a figure 
which continues to rise. In terms of 
the death toll, it is the 15th largest 
peacetime disaster in British history. 



HEART-WRENCHING: Steve and Su have had to move in with Su’s mother Betty 


Although more than 30,000 people 
are thought to have been given con¬ 
taminated blood products, only 6,000 
people are estimated to know it. 

Among the haemophiliac popula¬ 
tion in the UK, it is thought that almost 
all who took the treatment during the 
period may be infected. 

They face a battle for recognition, an 
acceptance of responsibility from the 
Department of Health, and financial 
compensation commensurate with 
the suffering caused. 

For Mr Dymond, 59, who studied 
Russian at university and went on to 
become a teacher, and his wife Su, 60, 
a psychiatric social worker, the trage¬ 
dy meant they were denied the chance 
to have children. 

It also curtailed their careers, and 
forces them both to live in a constant 
state of vigilance over their health, 
given the potential for passing on the 
illness. 

Hep C, which was only properly di¬ 
agnosed in the late 1980s, is passed via 
blood-to-blood contact. 


And with Mr Dymond unable to 
control his bleeding, every time he gets 
a cut it presents a risk to others. 

“People said at the time it was brave 
to marry a haemophiliac,” Su Gorman 
told KoS. 

“Had I known about hep C - and he 
must have already been infected - 
would I have changed my mind? No. 

“But I don’t think it’s brave. If you 
want to be brutal it has smashed up 
our lives. 

“I could have gone off and remade 
my life but every time I pondered that 
the answer was also no.” 

It has been a difficult relationship for 
the pair. 

One of the symptoms of hep C, al¬ 
though this was not realised before Mr 
Dymond was diagnosed with it in the 
early 1990s, is its ability to cause 
depression. 

She explained: “He was known for 
his good humour and wit, but all of a 
sudden he’d spit poison at me - and I 
didn’t realise he was infected. 

“I’d threaten to leave, but he was 



desperate for me to stay.” 

And then, of course, there is the is¬ 
sue of children - and a serious of heart- 
wrenching disappointments. 

Mr Dymond explained: “In the mid- 
1980s, when it would have been a 

Continues on page 20 
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FUNDING AND SUPPORT 


STEVE Dymond and Su Gorman are 
far from alone in struggling to 
survive due to the position they find 
themselves in - yet securing 
financial support is no easy task. 

Just working out where to apply for 
financial support is a baffling 
experience. There are five places 
from which people can receive 
support, each one tailored towards a 
different group of people and 
offering different levels of funding. 

Earlier this year an 

^ All-Party 
/V- Parlia- 

■ 



Group inquiry was held to look at 
the funding provision for people 
affected by the contaminated blood 
scandal. 

It raised a series of serious 
concerns, which included: 

- Lack of ongoing payments for 
widows and widowers, leaving 
many in great difficulty 

- Inconsistencies in handouts. All 
HIV patients receive regular 
payments, but only those with a 
certain stage of hep C do 

- A failure to provide for depend¬ 
ants in a household 

- A demeaning and onerous 
application process 

Continues from page 19 

good chance to start a family, I didn’t 
know if I had HIV or not. So the only 
course of action was to abstain.” 

For 18 terrifying months, when the 
contamination scandal first emerged, 
a batch of blood contaminated with 
HIV was found to have been adminis¬ 
tered to Mr Dymond. But they had to 
wait for a year and a half to see if he 
was infected. Miraculously, he was 
not. 

The resulting health worries de¬ 
railed their hopes of children until 
they reached their early 40s. But by 
that point they struggled to conceive. 
The couple embarked on a course of 


- Concerns over the future 
viability of some of the organisations 
due to a spike in claimants, but no 
increase in government funding 

- An insistence on hospital records 
from the 1970s and 1980s - even 
though many hospitals make it 
impossible to access them or have 
simply lost records 

- A lack of accountability from the 
trusts. More than half of all appeals 
to one fund’s panel are overturned. 

The group came up with a series 
of recommendations aimed at 
simplifying the process, expanding 
the financial support for those with 
hep C and their families and 


IVF instead. Su Gorman underwent a 
course of ten injections over ten days, 
only to be suddenly informed, by letter, 
that they were off the programme. 

Mr Dymond explained: “They said 
because I had hep C the lab wouldn’t 
accept my sperm. 

“They’d missed that when we had all 
the original tests. It was devastating.” 

Today, after more than 20 years liv¬ 
ing in France, they have returned to 
the UK to fight for justice. 

Because they can no longer finan¬ 
cially support themselves on the small 
income the Government provides 
them with through the Skipton Fund 
- which was set up to provide funds to 
those affected by the scandal - they 


ensuring the best treatment possible 
is made available. 

But campaigners are fighting for a 
one-off lump sum to be given to all 
those infected with contaminated 
blood, as well as regular financial 
support. 

A Department of Health spokes¬ 
person said: “We understand how 
distressing this scandal has been for 
those affected and their families, 
and the prime minister has apolo¬ 
gised to all those that were infected 
with HIV and hepatitis C through 
treatment with NHS-supplied blood 
or blood products before 1991. 

“Over the last two decades, 


various schemes have been set up 
to provide financial assistance to 
these people, and more than £365 
million has been paid out in the UK. 

‘ ‘Over the course of the last 
Parliament, the Department of 
Health has put over £70 million more 
into the system. 

1 ‘However, we know that many 
people remain unhappy with the 
current support, and we are working 
on what can be done to improve it. 
The Prime Minister announced an 
additional one-off payment of £25 
million to help those who have been 
affected, and we are considering 
how to use it.” 


have to share the home of Betty Gor¬ 
man, Su’s mother. 

At 85, having retired to Broadstairs, 
she couldn’t imagine the direction her 
life - and that of her daughter - has 
taken. 

“Little did I think, when I saw Su 
and Steve off to France, happy and en¬ 
thusiastic about starting a new phase 
of their lives, that they would, in their 
middle age, be placed in a position 
where they would have to return to the 
UK and share my home,” she said. 

“Steve became increasingly unwell 
due to being injected with the contam¬ 
inated products, although we didn’t 
know for 20 years. By the time his 
condition was recognised, he had 


developed cirrhosis of the liver. 

“Life became a little easier when 
they got their first payment, although 
it was small and insufficient to set up 
their own home again. They have been 
campaigning ceaselessly with all the 
other victims. 

“Unfortunately this appalling trag¬ 
edy is not known to most people. And 
really it is not until one has lived with 
it, or been in close contact with those 
infected, that one realises what a dev¬ 
astating effect it has on their lives.” 

■ Read the full interview with Steve 
Dymond from last week by accessing 
back editions of Kent on Sunday on¬ 
line at www.kentnews.co.uk. It’s free 
to access and read, print or download. 
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Our brand-new, superbly furnished boarding house opens in September 2015, 
rSSj Set In Battle, wilhln two hectares of grounds and gardens, this facility otters en-sulte 
dormitories and single rooms, a large common room and wi-fi throughout the house. 

Special Hexi-boarding options for children In Years 7 and 8. 

Flexi or full boarding for Years 9 and above. 


* Over 100 acres of grounds 

• Study centre In France 

* NEW £1.5m Sports Centre s Performing Arts Centre 

* NEW Sixth Form Centre 

• Full academic and co-oumculer programme 

• School transport network extending across Kent end East Sussex 


Claremont 

INDF.PF NDENT SC 11QOI 


NURSERY'! PREPARATORY 
BaJtJslow, St LeonardS'Ctfi-Sfia 
East Sussex TN37 7PW 
Q1424 75 f 555 


SENIOR | SIXTH FORM 

Bocham, RobertsbridgB 
East Sussex TN32 GUJ 
01580 B3039G 


FIND OUT MORE 

efiquii^ii^cIaiwnQnlschDQl co.gk 
WWWrClSreiTlOnl school.co. uk 


''Claremont School provides an outstanding quality of education. Pupils make outstanding 
progress in their learning because of the very high quality of the curriculum and teaching" 

Ofsted evaluation of Claremont School 
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Coolsculpting and a laser 
hair removal treatment 


i|k coolsculpting 


Wells Clini< 


SAY GOODBYE TO 
STUBBORN FAT 

It’s called stubborn fat for a reason: 
no matter how much you eat healthy 
and exercise, it’s virtually impossible 
to lose those annoying muffin tops, 
love handles, and belly pooch. 

You’re left with two options: live 
with them or think surgery. Neither 
is cool by us. That’s exactly why we 
developed Coolsculpting. Only 
Coolsculpting targets fat cells alone, 
eliminating them in an easy, 
non-intrusive fashion that exercise 
and diet can’t achieve as quickly or 
as effectively. 

THE COOL SOLUTION IS THE 
MORE NATURAL SOLUTION 

Procedures that use laser, sonic 
waves and even surgery to remove 


fat can actually destroy other tissue 
in the process by burning, shatter¬ 
ing or extracting non-fat cells. This 
requires downtime for your body to 
heal. Totally uncool. Fortunately, 
Coolsculpting doesn’t burn, shatter 
or extract any cells. 

Developed by Harvard scientists, 
our unique, FDA-cleared, patented 
procedure uses a targeted cooling 
process that kills the fat cells 
underneath the skin, literally 
freezing them to the point of 
elimination. Only fat cells are frozen. 
Your healthy skin cells remain, well, 
healthy. No knives. No suction 
hoses. No needles. No scars. Once 
crystallized, the fat cells die and are 
naturally eliminated from your 
body. In a few months, boom: say 
hello to a new you. 


MINIMAL DOWNTIME AND 
LASTING RESULTS 

Unlike a lot of other procedures, 
Coolsculpting takes very little time 
and is pretty simple to fit into your 
daily life. 

After your Coolsculpting treatment 
you can typically get right back to 
your busy day. Each treatment lasts 
one hour - the same time you might 
spend at the gym. So you can easily fit 
your appointment into a lunch break. 

After one visit, you’ll typically see a 
noticeable reduction of fat. It takes a 
few months to fully realize the effects, 
mainly because it takes that long for 
your body to naturally dispose of the 
fat cells. And yes, you can lose even 
more with additional appointments if 
you and your doctor deem it 
necessary. 


COMPETITION 

We have teamed up with Wells 
Clinic, which has a branch in 
Ashford, at 3 New Street, TN24 8TN, 
call 01233 661662, and also a 
branch in Tunbridge Wells, to offer 
readers the chance to win a Cools¬ 
culpting treatment and a free laser 
hair removal treatment. Visit, 
www. wells clinic. com. 

TO ENTER, ANSWER THE 
QUESTION BELOW... 
According to the Coolsculpting 
website, how many clinics in Kent 
offer this? 

A. 4 

B. 14 

C. 40 

To enter text KOS followed by Wells 
and your answer then your first 
name, surname address and postcode 


to 80058, e.g. KOS Wells C JOHN 
SMITH 2 THE STREET, TOWN, DV2 
2GT. Texts cost 5Op plus your 
standard network rate. Winners will 
be selected from all correct entries. 
The promoter’s decision is final. 

Usual terms and conditions apply. 
Please note if you should enter after 
the closing deadline of Wednesday 
10th June 2015, your entry will not 
be valid, but you still may be charged. 
SMS services are provided by BBA 
Digital Helpline Telephone 0844 
3572403. 

Alternatively enter by post to Wells 
Clinic Competition, Archant KOS 
Media, Suite 104 Kent House, Station 
Road, Ashford, Kent CT23 1PP, 
including your answer, name, 
address, postcode and contact 
number. 



KENT ENGLAND 


EEDS 


CASTLE 


LEEDS CASTLE 

CLASSICAL 

CONCERT 

SUMMER 2015 


Saturday 11th July 2015 
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Spring saver ticket offer ends 31st May 2015 

Flag-waving, singing and concert-goers dancing the summer evening away. Help us 
celebrate our 37th year with a wonderful opening performance from The Definitive Rat 
Pack and entertainment from the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra. 

You will be enthralled by world-class music, captivated by famous performers and amazed by 
our fireworks finale - all this while you have fun with your friends sipping champagne. 


opunsureu uy 

nm # &*** *IS28 H 


/.leedscastleconcert.co.uk 0845 652 62 62 n /Classicalconcertleedscastle ¥ @classicalconcrt 


GIRUNGS' 

MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE 
HELPDESK 

Call us on 0845 2221999 


or Text “compensation” to 88802 
For a FREE, no obligation chat about your claim for 
negligent medical treatment 



www.girlingpersonalinjury.co.uk 

KENT no win no fee specialists 
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Will overcrowding lead to futuristic 
new cities by the sea in 100 years? 

A panel of architecture experts got together to discuss how the country may look in a century’s time. 
The predictions range from farms atop skyscrapers to floating towns off the edge of our coastlines... 


10 MOST LIKELY ARCHITECTURAL 
ADVANCEMENTS 


1 

Super deep basements 

41% 

2 

Floating sea cities 

30% 

3 

High-rise or rooftop farms 

28% 

4 

3D printed homes 

22% 

5 

Buildings with there own micro climates 

21% 

6 

Huge bridges that span entire cities 

18% 

7 

Spaceports with easy access to the Moon / Mars 

12% 

8 

Super high buildings - cities in the sky 

11% 

9 

Underwater cities 

10% 

10 

Collapsible / Stackable living pods 

9% 


By Maria Chiorando 

maria.chiorando@archantco.uk 


OVER could expand into 
the sea to become a float¬ 
ing city according to ar¬ 
chitecture experts. 

A rapidly growing pop¬ 
ulation means that innovative think¬ 
ing will be required to accommodate 
people, buildings and animals, and 
the next 100 years could see the ar¬ 
chitectural landscape change beyond 
all recognition. 

New research commissioned by tel¬ 
evision programme Impossible Engi¬ 
neering places super-deep basements, 
floating cities and easy space travel 
feature in the top 10 of predictions 
about the future of architecture and 
engineering. 

A panel of four building experts 
were brought together to provide a 
long list of architectural and engi¬ 
neering developments they predict we 
will witness within the next century. 

The panel included Rhys Morgan, 
director of engineering and educa¬ 
tion at the Royal Academy of Engi¬ 


neering; award-winning architects 
and lecturers at the University of 
Westminster, Arthur Mamou-Mani 
and Toby Burgess; and urbanist, Lin¬ 
da Aitken. 

Dr Morgan says, “Breakthroughs 
in engineering work in the same way 
as breakthroughs in literature, music 
and lifestyle - an accumulation of dif¬ 
ferent discoveries (or influences) is 
required to create the final catalyst 
for a new discovery. 

“There is rarely a ‘eureka’ moment. 


As such, engineering feats which are 
currently out of reach require time 
for the pieces to fit together and the 
minds responsible for developing the 
ideas to work through all the wrong 
avenues before achieving what is cur¬ 
rently impossible.” 

After discussing futuristic archi¬ 
tectural options (see box above) 
2,000 members of the public voted on 
their favourite. 

An Impossible Engineering spokes¬ 
man said: “Topping the poll was su¬ 


per deep basements. The idea of mul¬ 
ti-layered basement extensions is 
already beginning to materialise, 
particularly in high-value, densely- 
populated areas of London, and fu¬ 
ture homes look likely to have as 
many floors below ground as they do 
above.” 

Closer to home, floating sea cities 
that may harness solar and tidal en¬ 
ergy were voted the next most likely 
development, as many of the predic¬ 
tions made by the panel were influ¬ 
enced by environmental conditions, 
with global warming and predicted 
rising sea levels encouraging a focus 
on water-based architecture. 

One in three (30 per cent) Brits be¬ 
lieve that floating cities would be a vi¬ 
able option for the future, with 10 per 
cent preferring the idea of developing 
underwater cities and 19 per cent 
thinking floating living pods on ma¬ 
jor rivers would solve the problem of 
inner-city crowding. 

The artist’s impression (see pic¬ 
ture) shows how Dover could look by 
next century. 

A spokesman said: “The floating 
city shows a reef-like structure 


formed on the water, with 
interlinking pods allow for living 
space within the city. The use of glass 
and bone structures reflect sea-life 
and helps to sit the floating city into 
the environment.” 

Laura Davies, from Canterbury is 
an architect. She said: “While it’s 
very difficult to predict exactly what 
the structures will look like, it’s not 
too difficult to image we will have to 
start colonising non-traditional spac¬ 
es in the future. 

“If you go up in a helicopter and 
look at Kent, most of it is green. But 
it’s important to remember that lots 
of that land is used for farming. 

“If we colonise all land with resi¬ 
dential property, we’re going to strug¬ 
gle to provide food. Of course, the 
more people we have the more food 
we need. 

“So yes, I can imagine moving on 
to ‘floating’ towns. 

“I believe it could be an expansion 
of the offshore prison complex idea 
you sometimes see. 

“In terms of how this would affect 
Kent specifically, we have a lot of 
coastal areas, but also a lot of tourism 
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If there's no going back, 
then move forward with us. 


• Family and Children 
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Children 
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dinner will he *arcd in (he Manor ftcsyiuMni w 7,3d pm followed hy dm^m^ 

In «lu ItVc band until maciniphE filack Tic cir ihcmrddraS Very melcoi™? 

£60 per person 

Stay ifiul enjuy EwAuvU Muem lKilitte» 

from IB5 per person 
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- you have to think about how a 
floating town could affect access to 
ferries and other sea vessels.” 

And the innovation is not limited 
to coastal towns - the predictions 
also looked at the possibility of urban 
high rise farms where crops and ani¬ 
mals are kept in tall, layered struc¬ 


tures that combat space shortages. 

Around 15 per cent of people who 
responded to the survey would like to 
see the development of structures 
such as high-rise farms. 

Ms Davies said: “You may think 
these kind of structures are more 
relevant to big cities like London, 


where the infrastructure for 
high-rise farms is already in place 
in terms of the buildings. 

“But you have to think how old a lot 
of these buildings are. Livestock is 
heavy, and many roofs were not made 
to support the weight of tonnes of 
animals. 


“You would be looking at designing 
and producing property with these 
structural demands being an 
important part of the conception 
process. 

“In theory, you could save space by 
building upwards, but realistically, 
you have to think about how you 


k k The floating city 
shows a reef-like 
structure formed on the 
water, with 
interlinking pods 
allowing for living space 
within the city. J J 


Spokesman, 

Impossible Engineering 

would get machinery on skyscraper 
roofs, or stop livestock falling off. 

“It actually sounds like a very dan¬ 
gerous idea. From that point of view, I 
don’t see London becoming more ru¬ 
ral than Kent.” 

Despite the limitations a growing 
population may put on space,these 
restrictions could potentially spur 
innovation. 

The Impossible Engineering 
spokesman said: “The expert panel 
also noted that huge advances in 
technology and science would allow 
for some really exciting developments 
in the way we live. 

“For example, the recent progress 
made with 3D printing is expected to 
continue to the point where entire 
houses will be available to print, after 
being bought ‘off the shelf and 16 per 
cent would like to see this become 
reality. 

“Not only is there huge scope for 
how we buy and live in our homes, 
but also for the way that we travel, 
with 12 per cent of Brits believing 
spaceports that will offer easy access 
to the Moon and Mars is on the 
cards.” 



SALE 

. NOW ON 


GPIan Washington 2 seat sofa usual price £1325 Sale price £989 

Also available; 3 seat sofa and chair with manual or power recliner options 


Nasons 

at home 

Free Easy Parking - Free Local Delivery (Ts & Cs apply) 


Nasons Furniture & Bed Centre 

Maynard Road, Wincheap, Canterbury CT13RQ 

01227 463550 I www.nasons.co.uk 
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Meet the racer who 
is driven by desire 
to be the very best 

Louise Cook from Maidstone is a driven woman - a talented 
driver and the first woman ever to lift a World Rally 
Championship trophy competed for by both men and 
woman. But her high-speed dreams are on hold as she 
battles to find sponsorship to enable her to take the fight to 
the men. Jamie Weir finds out more... 

T HERE aren’t many world 
champion rally drivers in 
Kent, but there are even 
fewer who have the deter¬ 
mination of 28-year-old 
Louise Cook from Maidstone. 

A rare breed, as one of the only fe¬ 
male rally drivers to take part in the 
World Championship Rally series, the 
young racer has not found the going 
good. In fact, she’s had to take an en¬ 
forced break while she struggles to 
get funding for her fledgling rally ca¬ 
reer. 

This is not the result of lack of suc¬ 
cess though - Miss Cook has won a 
number of high-profile rally champi¬ 
onships. 

In fact, at the tender age of 26, she 
made history when she became the 
first woman ever to lift a WRC trophy 
which wasn’t made specifically for fe¬ 
males - the FIA Production Car Cup 
For Drivers Of 2WD. 

After being crowned champion, 

Miss Cook felt confident her rallying 
career was in the ascendancy, but a 
change in the rules left her unable to 
compete because of a lack of cash. 

She said: “It was all going so well, 
but then the rule change meant the 
car I had been driving no longer qual¬ 
ified for the races. 

“That meant I needed to pay for a 
new car, which, at around £35,000, 
was not cheap. 

“Coupled with the big money all 
the races and spare parts cost, it 
stopped my plans dead.” 

A full season at the World Rally 
Championships would cost Miss Cook 
a touch over £200,000, with around 
£30,000 going on tyres. 

She knew that she would need to be 
innovative with fundraising, and af¬ 
ter friends, family and supporters 
from Facebook all told her they want¬ 
ed to show their support, she hit upon 
the idea of using crowdfunding to 
help finance her dream. 

Crowdfunding allows ordinary 
members of the public to back a per¬ 
son, or business, by giving money in 
exchange for certain benefits. 

Miss Cook is offering a range of 
goodies to people helping to fund her 
if she hits her total. 

“I’d heard a bit about crowdfund¬ 
ing, but had never really thought too 
much about trying to use it for the 
rallying,” explained Miss Cook. 


WINNER: Previous rally glory for Louise Cook and her co-driver 


“Then friends and family members 
were telling me they’d love to help, 
and other people who supported my 
racing were getting in touch. I real¬ 
ised I needed a way to get as many 
people involved as possible, and 
crowdfunding was suggested to me.” 

It is getting results already, with 
Miss Cook getting a cool £1,250 in 
just five days - although she’s hoping 
that the target of £20,000 will be 
reached eventually. 

She said: “I’ve been looking for 
funding for the last 31 months. 

“I’ve spent a lot of time looking for 
corporate funding. I was at the Kent 
2020 business show, and have been 
working really hard to get companies 
to fund me. 

“Towards the end of 2012, I even 
decided to sell my trophies in order to 
add a bit of cash to my pot. I sold them 
in an auction on eBay and managed 
to raise around £2,000.” 

She thought that once the trophies 
- which included her British Ladies 
Rally Champion trophy - had been 
sold, she’d be unlikely to ever see 
them again. 

However, recently she received a 
message from the man who bought 
them, Kent business owner Stephen 
King, who runs PHSC pic. 

He had decided that he wanted to 
help Miss Cook again, and told her 
that he wanted one of his businesses, 
security company B To B Links, to 
sponsor the car. 

He said: “Any sport is tough at 


world level, though motorsport has 
more challenges. 

“It is not like most other sports 
where talent can freely rise to the top. 
There are many barriers to young tal¬ 
ent. 

“The cost of being in the right ma¬ 
chinery, and the driving time needed 
to gather experience and give the 
chance to prove talent, is extremely 
high. 

“It would be great to see more com¬ 
panies supporting this incredible sto¬ 
ry. Louise’s profile will help us gain 
extra brand exposure - with her pub¬ 
lic following and existing business 
relationships, it made perfect sense 
for B To B Links to be involved.” 

Miss Cook was delighted at the 
turn of events; but she’s still in need of 
quite a bit of cash to get this season’s 
racing underway. 

Alongside Mr King’s sponsorship, 
and the other cash she’s had, she’s 
still looking for around £100,000. 
She told KoS that she thought being 
one of the only successful female rally 
drivers had its benefits, but also its 
drawbacks. 

She said: “Just 0.4 per cent of sports 
sponsorship goes to women, and from 
that, female motorsport participants 
are pretty thin on the ground, so 
some sponsors find it a bit of a novelty. 

“A lot of people who sponsor in mo- 
torsports want a male ambassador 
though, and sometimes I feel as 
though I’m hitting a bit of a brick 
wall. 




FULL THROTTLE : Louise Cook in the WRC Rally Italia Sardegna 


“I do often wonder whether if I was a 
man, I’d have made it already and be 
driving as a well-funded professional.” 

Whether or not she would have is a 
question no-one can answer, but the 
young racer is determined to keep 
trying and has already committed 
herself to the opening WRC race in 
Sardinia in just a few weeks. 

She told KoS: “I’m absolutely des¬ 
perate to get back out there in the car, 
and get racing. 

“I’ve been doing a bunch of train¬ 


ing, so although I’ve been away from 
the rallying for a while, I think I’ll 
still be competitive. 

“I’m just passionate about being 
out in the car, and am committed to 
getting some more wins under my 
belt. It’s my dream, and I’m not going 
to stop following that any time soon.” 
■ To sponsor Miss Cook or find 
out more about her, visit www. 
indiegogo.com/projects/first- 
female-world-rally-champion- 
louise-cook#/story 


24 Week ending May 31,2015 


East 


kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 













AIRPORT CONNECTIONS 


NEW 

DAY TRIPS 

FOR 2015! 




^pp C 


PEPPA PIG WORLD 

Tue 4th, 11th, 18th & 25th 
August 2015. 

Adult + 1 Child.£90 

Adult+ 2 Child. £135 

2 Adult + 2 Child. £165 

2 Adult + 1 Child. £135 

Pickups: 

Ramsgate, Margate, 
Birchington, Canterbury, 
Ashford. 

Park Times: 

Park open 10.00 -17.00. 

Children under 1 metre have 
free entry into the park. All 
children are measured at 
the gate. Price includes 
travel and entrance only. 


LEGOLAND 

Wed 5th, 12th, 19th & 26th 
August 2015. 

Adult + 1 Child.£95 

Adult+ 2 Child. £140 

2 Adult + 2 Child. £190 

2 Adult + 1 Child. £145 

Pickups: 

Ramsgate, Margate, 
Birchington, Canterbury, 
Ashford. 

Park Times: 

Park open 10.00 -17.00. 

Children under 1 metre have 
free entry into the park. All 
children are measured at 
the gate. Price includes 
travel and entrance only. 


SHUTTLE SERVICE 

Gatwick and hleat hmw 


PICK UP POINTS 



£40 | £75 

SINGLE PER PERSON 1 RETURN PER PERSON 

Collection times from: 


2am • 4am • 9am • 1pm 


£65 I £120 


2 PEOPLE SINGLE 


2 PEOPLE RETURN 


(D 


01843 823007 
01843 823700 


For more information on our services go to: 

www.connections4you.net 


“■ MARGATE 
—■ RAMSGATE 
—■ BROADSTAIRS 
—■ BIRCHINGTON 
—■ WESTGATE 
—■ SANDWICH 
—■ DEAL 
—■ DOVER 
—■ FOLKESTONE 
—■ HERNE BAY 
—■ WHITSTABLE 
—. FAVERSHAM 
—. CANTERBURY 
—. ASHFORD 

RETURN FROM 

HEATHROW 

08.00 • 10.00 | 15.00 • 19.00 

RETURN FROM 

GATWICK 

08.45 • 10.45 | 15.45 • 19.45 


NEWQUAY EXPRESS 



Enjoy any of our 4, 5 and 6 night stays in lovely Newquay 
picturesque Cornwall (Payment plans are available) 


in 


Arrival 

Nights 

Departure 

Board 

Duration 

Single 

Couple 

9th May 2015 

5 

14th May 2015 

HB 

Sat-Thurs 

£425 

£650 

pffif.gTQ/ 2015 

4 

26th May 2015 

HB 

Fri-Tues 

£390 

£565 

7th June 2015 

6 

13th June 2015 

HB 

Sun-Sat 

£480 

£785 

21st June 2015 

6 

27th June 2015 

HB 

Sun-Sat 

£480 

£785 


4 

21 st July 2015 

HB 

Fri-Tues 

£425 

£645 

10th Aug 2015 

6 

16th Aug 2015 

HB 

Mon-Sun 

£510 

£845 

31st Aug 2015 

4 

4th Sept 2015 

HB 

Mon-Fri 

£425 

£685 

13th Sept 2015 

6 

19th Sept 2015 

HB 

Sun-Sat 

£480 

£785 

23rd Sept 2015 

4 

27th Sept 2015 

HB 

Wed-Sat 

£425 

£650 





These prices include: Transport 
to and from Newquay, Hotel incl 
Dinner, Bed and Breakfast. 

Full Day Trip (incl Entrance Fee) 
to EDEN PROJECT in St. Austell, 
Cornwall and Half Day trip to 
PADSTOW. 


Our chosen Hotel is situated right on the seafront in Newquay with its stunning beaches. It is just a 
10 minute walk from Newquay Town Centre and just 200 yards from Tolcarne Beach. There are plenty 
of facilities at the hotel, including a heated indoor swimming pool, jacuzzi and sauna, as well as an 
enclosed outdoor terrace and patio. Also at the hotel is a beauty salon and games room. There is a 
coffee shop which offers a selection of light snacks and refreshments. The hotel has a main ballroom 
which offers entertainment throughout the year and has a large dance floor and 
bar, it’s a popular spot each evening and a perfect place to relax and unwind V3 Find us on 
whilst enjoying your holiday in this glorious part of the south-west. ^ g Facebook 


NEW 

DAY TRIPS 

FOR 2015! 



Mon 3rd, 10th, 17th & 24th 
August 2015. 

Adult + 1 Child.£80 

Adult+ 2 Child. £120 

2 Adult + 2 Child. £160 

2 Adult + 1 Child. £120 

Pickups: 

Ramsgate, Margate, 
Birchington, Canterbury, 
Ashford. 

Park Times: 

Park open 10.00 -17.00. 

Children under 1 metre have 
free entry into the park. All 
children are measured at 
the gate. Price includes 
travel and entrance only. 



THORPE PARK 

Fri 10th, 21 st & 28th 
August 2015. 

Adult + 1 Child.£80 

Adult+ 2 Child. £120 

2 Adult + 2 Child. £160 

2 Adult + 1 Child. £120 

Pickups: 

Ramsgate, Margate, 
Birchington, Canterbury, 
Ashford. 

Park Times: 

Park open 10.00 -17.00. 

Children under 1 metre have 
free entry into the park. All 
children are measured at 
the gate. Price includes 
travel and entrance only. 


To Book or for more information call: Connections4youLtd on 01843 823007 / 823700 

www.connections4you.net 
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Excitement as Dreamland readies 
to awake from decade's slumber 

Local people, artists and the council all came together to revive the jewel in Margate’s seafront. As 
the countdown to the opening begins, Maria Chiorando takes a look at what we can expect to see... 


RECONSTRUCTION: The scenic railway has been carefully rebuilt 


“I think the thing that really got 
us excited about Dreamland,” ex¬ 
plains Mr Hemingway, “is Margate. 
“When you have creativity, cul¬ 


ture and connectivity, you have the 
potential for somewhere to become 
great. It just felt like a place of op¬ 
portunity - it was always the play¬ 


ground for those from east London, 
then Kent County Council invested 
in culture (with the Turner Contem¬ 
porary gallery) and there was a 
groundswell of people making 
things happen. With HS1, which 
travels part of the way down to here, 
from an urban design point of view, 
it’s easy to see what the possibilities 
are. 

“These place makers in the com¬ 
munity are making Margate sing. It 
was in Lonely Planet’s top five places 
to visit.” 

Explaining the attitude behind the 
re-imaged park, he says: “We want¬ 
ed to be cheeky and subversive. The 
staff will be wearing slogan t-shirts 
that say ‘do you want sauce with 
that?’ and the more tattoos they 
have, the better.” 

The team have worked with the 
concept of ‘up-cycling’ - where old 
items are re-cycled and restored. 

This is partly a style choice, and 
partly due to budget - items like bins, 
benches, lighting and kiosks are all 
vintage. As Mr Hemingway says, 
they have been buying pieces of ‘flot¬ 
sam and jetsam’. 

“What we’ve had to spend on the 
whole park,” Ms Kemsley said, 


[PIC: Carlos Dopminguez] 

“Somewhere like Alton Towers will 
spend on a whole ride. 

“When we started the project, and 
were buying second hand pieces, we 
would find things for £60. A few 
years later, the same items cost 
£400 - we’ve inflated the market.” 

And it’s not just about the look. 
According to Ms Kemsley: “You will 
get that sensory experience on every 
level. We are creating soundscapes 
for various areas, and smells too. 

“We will make sure you get the 
smells that represent what Dream¬ 
land is about. We are going to deliv¬ 
er destination catering - all the kinds 
of food you would expect, like fish 
and chips. But these are going to be 
the best fish and chips you can get.” 

As part of the plans, the facade of 
the building will be restored, using 
photos from the 1930s, to recreate 
the iconic sign and look. The budget 
set aside for this is £1.85 million. 

Ray Hole, of Ray Hole Architects, 
has a main role in the project. He 
said: “We are working with Hem¬ 
ingway Design, and it’s like a mar¬ 
riage made in heaven. 

“The architects create the skele¬ 
ton, then Wayne brings the muscle, 
skin and personality. 


I T HAS been over a decade’s 
wait for some people, but now 
Dreamland’s grand opening 
on June 19 is just a few weeks 
away. 

The amusement park in Margate 
has had a tumultuous history, from 
its glory days in the 1960s, when it 
had 2.5 million annual visitors, to 
its closure ten years ago, where de¬ 
velopers were set build housing on 
the plot. 

Often considered to be the oldest- 
surviving amusement park in Great 
Britain, Dreamland dates back to 
the early 1860s. Known as the ‘Hall 
by the Sea’, it was operated by the fa¬ 
mous circus owner, ‘Lord’ George 
Sanger. 

The park changed hands many 
times over the decades, finally clos¬ 
ing in 2005 following years of de¬ 
cline. There were plans to turn it 
into a retail and residential site. It 
was sold to the Margate Town Cen¬ 
tre Regeneration Company for £20 
million, but Thanet District Council 
finally bought it in September 2013 
using a Compulsory Purchase Order 
(CPO). 

The creative team appointed by 
the Dreamland Trust, the group that 
emerged from the campaign to save 
the venue and that has worked with 
partners to secure public funding, 
have been on board ever since, with 
legendary Red Or Dead designers 
Wayne and Geraldine Hemingway 
at the helm. Eddie Kemsley is the 
CEO of the park. 

Working with a miniscule budget 
- a total of £18m, which has come 
from Thanet District Council, the 
Heritage Lottery Fund and the SEA 
Change programme - the team are 
finally seeing their vision come to 
fruition. 


SCIENTIFIC: Architect Ray Hole explains to KoS how psychology and science have been used to make the park as 
appealing as possible [PIC: Carlos Dopminguez] 
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ANTICIPATION : There has been much speculation about whether the park will open in 
time, Now the centrepiece - the grade II Listed scenic railway has been built, the construction 
teams are installing the other 17 rides. According to Andrew Gall, technical ride manager: 
“There will be 80 tonnes of concrete, and five tonnes of steel in the base of our 1970s-style at¬ 
traction the wave swinger.” [PIC: Carlos Dopminguez] 



KITSCH: The team of up-cyclers - known as 
the Dream makers - are working on restor¬ 
ing vintage pieces such as this bear bin from 
the 1960s. There is an on-site warehouse full 
of pieces they are still working on, including 
cars, fruit kiosks and benches. Some pieces 
have been sourced from other amusement 
parks, including Blackpool. 

“Everything is thought through and or¬ 
ganised. There are many various permuta¬ 
tions of the layout on the cutting room floor, 
but we’re confident we have the right vertical 
and horizontal sight lines and flow. 

“A lot of research, metrics, economical pro¬ 
filing and psychology goes into a project like 
this - and some intuition too.” 

The entrance to the park is especially excit¬ 
ing - visitors will come from the car park, and 
walk through a gate into the middle of the 
scenic railway, while trains rush around the 
track above their head. 

Mr Hole said: “You walk into a maelstrom 
of activity - it is unique.” 

He describes the park as an ‘organism’ - it 
won’t be a dead space once it is finished, rath¬ 
er a living, evolving space that will change 
along with trends, events, and its audience. 


Rebecca Ellis is the public programmes and 
heritage manager. “There is a great history of 
circus at Dreamland,” she said. 

“We will be producing programmes that 
tap into this in a contemporary way. 

“This innovative programming will be¬ 
come part of the DNA of the park, and ties in 
with the ethos of up-cycling, regenerating 
and reviving. We will have year-round 
events, for example, we will be launching the 
DD club - the Dreamland dancing club. 

“On top of that, we’ll have traditional trav¬ 
elling shows, like high divers who dive into 
tiny pools, for example, as well as comedy 
cabaret. 

“The site is essentially a festival venue that 
can hold thousands, and we want to build a 
local audience. 

“The vibe we are aiming for is Southbank 
meets the pier. It’s fun, and a bit cheeky, but 
there’s still a sincerity at the heart of it.” 

There will be 18 rides, including of course 
the restored Grade II-listed Scenic Railway, 
which is Britain’s oldest roller-coaster and 
which Ms Kemsley says will be the “centre¬ 
piece”. An arson attack in 2008 destroyed 
much of it, but it has been restored to its 
former glory. 

Mr Hole says: “Because of the arson attack, 
the whole track has been rebuilt, and at the 
moment, the wood is this beautiful honey 
colour. Anyone who gets a chance should 
come down in the evening to see if when the 
sun’s going down, it’s absolutely beautiful. 

“If Turner was still alive, this is what he 
would be painting.” 

The old wood has also been used. “We 
have up-cycled the timber into merchan¬ 
dise,” explains Mr Hemingway. “You will be 
able to buy jewellery, furniture and even 
handbags made from the old track.” 

There will be other vintage pieces, such as 
15 rides dating back to the 1920s, many of 
which are the last remaining examples of 
their kind in the world. They include 1950s 
hurricane jets, a carousel and a counter-cul¬ 
ture caterpillar. 

“There are stories behind every ride,” said 
Mr Hemingway. Everything has been consid¬ 
ered very carefully. 

“If you look at the ferris wheel, the colour 
of every single carriage has specifically 
picked from Pantone charts (colour charts) 
to match each other perfectly. The brand 
runs through every aspect of the park.” 



Minimum part exchange 
£3,000 on all stock Citan Vans, 


Citan Panel Van from £199*per month 
Citan Dualiner from £285* per month 
Citan Traveliner from £299*per month 


Available for immediate delivery 


*Terms and conditions apply. Deposit Contribution available when financed with Mercedes-Benz Financial Services. 

Finance for BUSINESS USERS ONLY and is subject to status. Monthly payments displayed are based on an 
Agility finance package with a 20% plus VAT deposit. 48 months term, 12,000 miles per annum. Credit provided 
subject to status. Offer is subject to terms and conditions. Vehicles must be registered between 26/01/2015 
and 31/05/2015. Offer subject to availability. Finance provided by Mercedes-Benz Financial Services UK Ltd, 

MK15 8BA. Part Exchange vehicle must be yours to sell and be presented with an invoice, vehicle registration 
document and at least 60 days’ MOT. 




Mercedes-Benz 


' Vans. Born to run. 


Sparshatts of Kent, Ashford - Dartford - Sittingbourne - Tonbridge, Tel 0844 396 1122 www.sparshatts.co.uk 
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IaJlHo^ Brook 

> at The Foxhunter Park 


IaJlILiaj Brook 


A stunning development 
of 42 luxurious lodges 


This Summer sees the arrival 
of a prestigious development of 
the UK's Finest lodges at this 
multi award winning Holiday 
park in the heart of Kent. 

~ Open for 12 months 
~ Beautiful landscaped grounds 
~ Luxurious Lodges from £110,000 
~ Private decks 

~ Individual block paved driveways 
~ Brand New Bar & Bistro 
~ Swimming Pool & Leisure Facilities 




fi« 


wiiwT »wri r r« nmmnmmmmmmnw ■ bi r /rw 1 !nnniw 


Call us free today on 0800 934 2362 

(Free from a landline) 


reception@thefoxhunterpark.co.uk www.thefoxhunterpark.co.uk 
The Foxhunter Park, Monkton, Nr Ramsgate, Kent. CT12 4JG 



in style at The Foxhunter 


LECLUB IS NOW AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE HIRE 


Our beautifully refurbished 
private members Bar, 

Club & Bistro makes the 
perfect venue for meetings, 
weddings & parties. 


We can offer everything to make 
your event perfect 

~ Full catering for lunch, breakfast and dinner 
~ Personally designed entertainment programmes 
~ Enjoy a meeting place with style 
~ Wifi and Multimedia supplied 
~ Big Screen for presentations 
~ Host from 5 to 200 people 
~ Accommodation available 


Gall us to see how we could make your event 
or meeting even more memorable 

Contact Jane free on 0800 954 5327 (from a landline) 

orJane@thefoxhunterpark.co.uk 

The Foxhunter Park, Monkton, Kent, CT 12 4 JG 
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The Foxhunter Park is probably the best park 
for Caravan Ownership in the UK. 

Our beautifully landscaped grounds & 
stunning range of facilities are unrivalled. 

Caravan Ownership at its best 

~ SAVE up to £5000 in our sale 
~ Finance available* 

~ Huge range of homes to choose from ^ I 

~ Lodqes available on Willow Brook 5 

I Wfi&m 

Kent’s Five Star Park 

~ Brand New Bar & Bistro 
~ Club with Full entertainment programme 
~ Tennis Courts 

~ Swimming Pool & Leisure Facilities 
~ Play Area 
~ Kids Zone 


Colt free 0800 954 5351 


lanSine) 


’Finance is subject to status, terms & conditions apply 


reception@thefoxhunterpark.co.uk www.thefoxhunterpark.co.uk 
The Foxhunter Park, Monkton, Kent, CT12 4JG 
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Writer tells story of her fight with 
ME and finding her own paradise 


An author who balances life in Turkey 
and Kent spoke to Molly Kersey about 
her new book... 


H IGH up in the mountains 
of south west Turkey, in a 
village surrounded by 
pine trees that has re¬ 
mained unchanged for 
hundreds of years, Miriam McGuirk 
has found her ‘little piece of paradise’. 

The author divides her time be¬ 
tween Maidstone and her peaceful 
Turkish home, where she has been 
writing her new book - Shattered 
Dreams and Scorpions at Midnight - a 
search for sanctuary. 

It is the first volume in her Tales 
from Turkey series, a collection of 
short stories about her life in the coun¬ 
try. 

And the writer will be launching 
her new book at the Townhouse Hotel, 
Maidstone, on June 4. 

“In writing this I am giving the real 
back story of how I ended up in Tur¬ 
key,” she told KoS. 

“I have lived with ME (Myalgia En- 
cephomyalitis) for a number of years. 
It wasn’t getting any better. One day 
my husband appeared with tickets 
saying ‘we are going to Turkey’. 

“I said, ‘what, are you crazy?’ 

“I really, really needed to find a way 
of healing and managing my health 
and it wasn’t happening for me in the 
UK at that time.” 

Mrs McGuirk was diagnosed with 
ME, which causes persistent fatigue 
that doesn’t go away with sleep or rest, 
in 1997. 

Before then she had carved out a 


successful career in London, working 
in the hospitality industry, before 
collapsing six months after marrying 
husband Chris. 

Following trips to Turkey which 
saw her health gradually improve, the 
pair decided to set up their home from 
home in the country in 2003. 

And the book details what the 
transition was like. 

“You couldn’t make it up in terms of 
all the different things that have hap¬ 
pened to me!” Mrs McGuirk joked. 

“There is a lot of humour in there, 
it’s not doom and gloom. 

“From my point of view it’s about 
letting go of everything that I knew 
living in the West, just to stop and be 
and integrate into Turkish life. 

“They live very simply and 
by adapting to that way of living that’s 
when there was a big 
turn around in my health. Writing 
about it is cathartic.” 

The book is the first one that Mrs 
McGuirk has launched under her own 
name, previously writing under the 
pen name Josie Maguire for 15 years. 

“I thought ‘you know what, I am 
ready to do this,” she said. 

“I thought my readers and followers 
and friends need to know a little bit 
about Miriam.” 

The couple originally set up a home 
by the sea. 

“When I came to Turkey there were 
lots of areas on the coast line that just 
took me right back to my childhood 



PIECE OF PARADISE: Author Miriam McGuirk at her Turkish home 
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and being by the sea, so I really 
thought that’s where my healing was 
going to happen,” she said. 

But after builders moved in to the 
house next door the constant noise 
caused sleepless nights, anxiety and a 
relapse in energy levels. 

This was a wrench, and one of the 
‘shattered dreams’ that is referred to 
in the book’s title. 

The couple relocated into the moun¬ 
tains, and Mrs McGuirk has never 
looked back. 

“I call it my piece of paradise. It’s 
200ft up the mountain. It has not 
changed in hundreds of years and all 
my neighbours are Turkish, so we 
have integrated, we have learned the 
language,” she said. 

“I spent six weeks on my own to see 


whether I could cope with this 
new way of living and see whether 
could manage, and I used to walk 
around with my notebook and pen 
and my dictionary. I would ask people 
to repeat what they had said and write 
it down so each day I would try and 
learn a new phrase.” 

And there have been a few culture 
shocks along the way. 

“In the West, if something wasn’t as 
it needed to be you would say it. In 
Eastern culture you can’t be the bear¬ 
er of bad news,” she said. 

“For example, say someone smashed 
a glass or shrank my clothes, they 
could never tell me that, so they would 
ask one of their neighbours to come 
and tell me, or I would have to find it. 

“Or if someone was meant to be 


pets at 12pm, but didn’t show up. No 
one tells you, then maybe a few days 
later someone will say ‘they were 
called away to another job’. And I 
would get very angry because I didn’t 
understand the 

culture.” 

Mrs McGuirk and her husband now 
balance their lives between Turkey 
and Maidstone, spending around six 
months in the county each year. 

“We have been based here for the 
last 12 to 13 years, my husband’s fam¬ 
ily moved to this part of Kent in 1958,” 
she said. 

“My husband first introduced me to 
Maidstone 21 years ago and I just 
loved it.” 
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• End of life vehicles purchased 
• All grades of iron & steel purchased 

Richborough Road, Sandwich, Kent CT13 9JE 

01304 617733 (Non-ferrous department) 


nnasinma 



JJ LLU 


i ] 


Unit 11-12 Canterbury Industrial Park, Island Road, Hersden, 
Canterbury, Kent CT3 4HQ 01227 713850 

•Uniform prices paid at both depots • 


Bright Wire £3,550 per tonne • New Production Brass Cuttings £2,700 per tonne 
Clean Aluminium Wheels £900 per tonne • Household Cable £1,100 per tonne 
Lead £1,000 per tonne • Copper water cylinders £45 each 


Prices applicable until Tuesday 2nd June 2015 
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All other non-ferrous metals purchased with immediate payment 
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Thanet Community Support Partnership 

NEEDS VOLUNTEERS! 

On Monday 1st June we will be travelling on a big red bus 
recruiting volunteers to help older people in their own homes. 

If you would like to get involved, come and see us at: 
Station Road, Birchington from 10am-12 
The Parade, Margate from 12:30-2:30 

We have many older people living in Thanet who 

are lonely or isolated and just want some company b c A 11 KIT FF 17 

or just need a helping hand with shopping. t A VkJLUNIttK 


Please contact Louise or Fran 
at 01843 597115 (M-F 9-3) 


41 
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tscpc@hotmail.co.uk www.thanetcommunitysupport.org 
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OUTLINE HEALTH 8c FITNESS 


-commit to get fit- 

JOIN FOR A COIN 



Join between 


May 22 nd / June 5 


th 






(pay only £1 until 1st dd is collected 
on the 1 5th June) 


CASCADES LEISURE CENTRE 
Thong Lane, Gravesend, 
Kent DA12 4LG 
Telephone: 01474 337638 


CYGNET LEISURE CENTRE 
Old Perry Street, Northfleet, 
Kent DA11 8BU 
Telephone: 01474 337488 


THE SWANSCOMBE CENTRE 
Craylands Lane, Swanscombe, 
Kent DAI 0 0LP 
Telephone: 01322 386362 


www.gcll.co.uk 


m 


Follow us on 

Facebook 'Outline Health & Fitness' & Twitter 'keepfitters' 
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Lifting the lid on secrets of food 


Kent farms will be throwing open their doors and inviting members of the public - especially the 
young - to find out exactly how their food is made and where it comes from writes Molly Kersey... 


M ANY people don’t 

think too hard about 
where their food comes 
from. 

Milk is in the fridge, 
cereal is in the cupboard. Both are 
readily available from the nearest su¬ 
permarket. 

But a lot of hard work goes into pro¬ 
ducing what we eat, and a series of 
events at farms across the county are 
aiming to show exactly how the food 
ends up on our tables. 

Open Farm Sunday will be held on 
June 7. 

The annual event is organised by 
LEAF (Linking Environment and 
Farming) and aims to show the public 
how their food is produced, giving 
them the chance to support their local 
farmers. 

It has been a huge success in the 
past, with 1,000 farmers hosting 
events and some 1.25m people attend¬ 
ing since it began in 2006. 

A number of farms across the coun¬ 
ty are expected to be taking part this 
time around, including Karoben, Park 
Farm, in Smarden, Warren Farm, 
Swillers Lane in Gravesend and Rom- 
shed Farm, Underriver in Sevenoaks. 

Those who attend will get the 
chance to speak to farmers about 
what they do and how they manage 
the countryside, as well as exploring 
their farmyards. 

Park Farm, Westerham, will be tak¬ 
ing part for the first time this year. 

“We have got a range of activities 
that are family friendly,” said James 
Edgar, who runs the farm with his 
wife Louisa. 

“We are mainly a dairy farm. We 
have got facilities to see cows being 
milked, my wife is going to feed the 
calfs when people are here, we are go¬ 
ing to demonstrate our machinery 
and explain what everything does. 

“We are hoping to make it interest¬ 
ing yet fun.” 

Louisa Edgar added: “We have got 
tractor and trailer rides as well. 

“We have teamed up with Wester¬ 
ham Farmers’ Market, so they are 
holding their market here as opposed 
to in Westerham town centre. 

“They are all local merchandisers 
and local sellers. 

“There’s some trepidation in the fact 
that there has been a lot of publicity 
about the event and we are a little 
nervous about the amount of people 
that will be coming. 

“But we are very much looking for¬ 
ward to sharing our passion.” 

And the pair believe that events like 
this are important for the farms in 
Kent. 

Mr Edgar explained: “It’s a good 
thing to educate the public so that 
they are aware of how food is pro¬ 
duced. It’s a big part of life and not 
many people do know where food 
comes from- they think it comes from 
the shelf at Tesco’s. 

“It’s good to educate and to allow 
people the opportunity to visit a work¬ 
ing farm, which they don’t normally 
get the opportunity to do. 

“Last year one out of five visitors 
had never visited a farm before.” 



www. fa rmsunday. org 



There is undoubtedly something of 
a gap in education, with research car¬ 
ried out showing that knowledge 
about where food comes from has seen 
a decline, with those born in the 
1990s rather than the 1950s three 
times less likely to know when to buy 
British asparagus and twice as likely 
not to know that iceberg lettuce is 
grown on British farms. 

Research from LEAF also shows 
that while farmers in the country 
grow almost a quarter of all the fruit 
and vegetables we consume, one in 
five people don’t actually realise that 
they grow them at all. 

“There is a problem with education. 
Even in secondary school children you 
find there are very few that know 
where their food comes from or how a 
loaf of bread gets to the supermarket,” 
said Mrs Edgar. 

“Quite often children do projects at 
primary school but because there is a 
lack of reality in what they are learn¬ 
ing they don’t actually see. They can’t 
relate to it.” 

But Mr Edgar thinks that events like 
Open Farm Sunday can help, as well 
as being a good investment in the fu¬ 
ture. 

“I think it’s a good way of potential¬ 
ly interesting children to learn about 
farming, and maybe enter the indus¬ 
try later on in life,” he said. 

“We are lacking a secured work 
force in the industry, so it’s a good way 
of educating them at a young age. 

“Just go on the facts and figures 



HEN: Hands on with the animals 

from the 10 years it has been running, 
it’s very good. 

“We are expecting around one to 
one and a half thousand people on the 
day.” 

The pair decided to take part this 
year after losing funds as a result of 
the milk crisis, which has seen milk 
processing firms cut the prices that 
they pay for milk. 

The average 25p a litre price that 
they are reportedly receiving for their 


milk is now less than the 30p cost of 
making it, causing problems for dairy 
farmers across the country. 

Mrs Edgar said: “It’s quite relevant 
at the present time with the public 


with the milk prices, there has been a 
little bit more press about it so it’s giv¬ 
ing people a bit more understanding 
about the amount of work that goes 
into producing milk.” 
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Education & Training 


Advertiser’s announcement 


Shape your future at college 
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ASHFORD 


WEST 

=KENT 


Finishing your GCSEs this year? 


A& 


WEST 

KENT 


You don’t have to stay at school! 

Choose Ashford College (or West Kent College) for courses in 


Art & Design 
Fashion & Textiles 
A-Levels 
Beauty Therapy 
Catering & Hospitality 
Early Years 
Electronics 
Constrction 
Graphic Design 
Hair Design 
IT & Computing 


Performing Arts 
Photography 
Prep 4 Life 
Sports & Leisure 


Port of the 


Hodlow 

Group 


West Kent and Ashford Colleges, part of 
the Hadlow Group 

For course selection you can find out on 
the websites - www.ashford.ac.uk and 
www.westkent.ac.uk 


0845 207 8220 www.ashford.ac.uk Jemmett Road, Ashford, Kent TN23 4RJ | Henwood Industrial Estate, Ashford, Kent TN24 8DR 

Tonbridge, Brook Street, Tonbridge, Kent TN9 2PW | Tunbridge Wells, Kingstanding Way, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 3UP 



















CHANGEOVER DAY: For 501 and 66(F) Squadrons at RAF Gravesend in September 1940 


GRAVESEND AIRPORT: From the air in March 1935, looking towards the east 





RESCUED TROOPS: Two Dunkerque trains at Tunbridge Wells West station in June 1940 


IN THE CLUBHOUSE: Pilots from 66(F) Squadron at RAF Gravesend in September 1940 


How we stopped Hitler in 1940 

Chris Murphy meets an author whose new book revisits a pivotal moment in the Second World War 


I T’s a possibility that is almost 
too horrific to contemplate. 
What if the unthinkable had 
happened ... and Hitler had 
won the Second World War? 
But what those who didn’t live 
through the conflict may not realise 
is that at one time, it very much 
looked like he would. 

Now a new book by a Kent author 
looks back at the pivotal summer 
when the war changed. 

In 1940: The Battles To Stop Hit¬ 
ler, Mitch Peeke, from Rochester, ex¬ 
amines Britain’s lowest moment - 
and the point when the tide turned. 

Two battles fought in 1940 shaped 
the course of world history. The first, 
the Battle of France, was hard- 
fought, but ignominiously lost in 
just six weeks. 

With the collapse of her main ally, 
Britain found herself standing alone. 
And the second battle, the crucial 
Battle of Britain, was to last for 
months. 

“Even the Channel Islands were 
under German occupation - and 
Britain itself was reeling from the 


Dunkerque evacuation,” Mr Peeke 
said. 

“From this seemingly hopeless po¬ 
sition, the British people wondered 
what would come next. The Ger¬ 
mans would surely press home their 
advantage and eliminate all resist¬ 
ance in the British Isles by invading 
England.” 

Mr Peeke said his aim was not 
only to tell the modern reader what 
happened, but to convey the atmos¬ 
phere of the time and what it was re¬ 
ally like to live through. 

The book examines the build-up 
to the war in the 1930s, including 
the rise of Hitler’s Third Reich, the 
formation of the British Union of 
Fascists by Oswald Mosley in 1932, 
King Edward VIII’s abdication and 
the Munich Agreement. 

It looks at military developments, 
too, such the pre-war development 
of fighter aircraft, the expansion of 
the RAF, and the development in 
England of radar and the fighter 
control network. 

It also looks at the first eight 
months of the war, which were 


known as the Phoney War due to the 
lack of major military operations by 
Britain and France. During this 
time, huge numbers of children 
were evacuated from British towns. 

“Then we reach the three phases 
of the Battle of France: the initial 
German Blitzkrieg, the miraculous 
Dunkerque evacuation and the hu¬ 
miliating armistice that ensued,” Mr 
Peeke said. 

“The book looks at the desperate 
anti-invasion measures that were 
being taken in Kent and the rest of 
England, such as the utilisation of 
our older coastal defences and the 
formation of the Home Guard.” 

Finally, the book moves onto the 
Battle of Britain, concluding with 
the end of the London Blitz. 

The narrative is filled with recol¬ 
lections from people who lived 
through the war. 

“It represents just about the last 
chance to gain such personal ac¬ 
counts first-hand, for the ranks of 
the people interviewed have suc¬ 
cumbed to the passage of time,” Mr 
Peeke said. 


“And as a backdrop within the 
whole narrative, just as it was to 
daily life at the time, is what kept 
everyone’s spirits up during those 
dark days - be it popular music, 
films, newspapers, the Jane cartoon 
strip, Lord Haw-Haw or other propa¬ 
ganda, Churchill’s inspirational 
speeches, British humour, or sheer 
determination. 

“Our allies, the French, are not 
forgotten either, as many of them es¬ 
caped to England to carry on the 
fight, contributing greatly to the ul¬ 
timate victory.” 

Mr Peeke said he was inspired by 
Winston Churchill’s famous quote: 
“History, with its flickering lamp, 
stumbles along the trail of the past, 
trying to reconstruct its scenes, to 
revive its echoes, and kindle with 
pale gleams the passion of former 
days.” 

“I wanted to achieve that worthy 
aim because as well as taking a 
broad overall view, the book also 
uses a localised spotlight,” he said. 

“While the book fully acknowl¬ 
edges the debt we owe to The Few, a 


special focus is placed on the almost- 
forgotten fighter station that was 
RAF Gravesend, and the 15 pilots 
from 501 and 66(F) Squadrons who 
lost their young lives valiantly flying 
their Hurricanes and Spitfires from 
that airfield in defence of this coun¬ 
try. 

“They were all ordinary young 
men, but they did something truly 
extraordinary for all of us: they se¬ 
cured our freedom, and this book is 
a fitting tribute.” 

The war has been a passion for Mr 
Peeke since an early age. 

“My interest in this period started 
when I was at school,” he recalled. 

“In my early teens, I had a volun¬ 
tary job in a small private Battle of 
Britain museum in Bexley. 

“In my later teens I joined my lo¬ 
cal ATC squadron and the Kent Glid¬ 
ing Club, so flying was very much 
my pastime.” 

1940: The Battles To Stop Hitler is 
published as an e-book by Pen and 
Sword Books’ Aviation imprint and 
is available to download for the Kin¬ 
dle from Amazon. 
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11 % 


month 


reason 


If you’re looking for the very best in leisure living, our luxury lodges will 
deliver the ultimate ownership experience every time. Beauport Holiday 
Park is a stunning country park set in over 250 acres of natural woodland 
on the outskirts of historic Hastings. It is a haven of peace and tranquility 
and the ideal choice to get away from it all. With a great mix of facilities, 
entertainment for all ages and lots to see and do in the surrounding area, 
Beauport is the place to be. 

• Finance available* • Private garden & parking spaces 

• Owners Country Club • Heated outdoor pool 


Sell your property so you can buy 
your dream lodge, and a smaller 
_ permanent home as well! 

We can help you do this with our property part exchange scheme. 


Pitch fees, rates, gas & electric from £360 per montht 


ILil 

HOME EXCHANGE 


■ 






HOLIDAY 

HOMES 

FROM 


£9,995 


LUXURY 

LODGES 

FROM 


£89,995 


^Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. tBased on average consumption. 


To discover more about park life please call 

01424 230 832 

or visit www.ParkHolidays.com/beauportsales 
The Ridge West, St Leonards-on-Sea, East Sussex, TN37 7PP 


BeauporT 

Holiday Bark 
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FR119 JUNE 

BAR OPENS 6.30PM 
DINNER 7.30PM 
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Last call for gardeners to enter the 2015 Kent Life Garden of the Year and Primary School competition 



VICTORY: Children at Whitstable and Seasalter Endowed Church of 
England School, the winners of primary school garden of the year 2014 


H OW is your garden look¬ 
ing this year? Pretty spe¬ 
cial? Then why not show 
it off to other readers and 
enter the Kent Life Gar¬ 
den of the Year or Primary School 
Garden of the Year competition. 
You’ll be in with a chance of winning 
some fabulous prizes and full cover¬ 
age in your favourite glossy lifestyle 
county magazine. 

The closing date for entries is 
Friday, June 12, 2015 

Eight finalists will then be selected 
and visited by the judging panel, 
headed up by award-winning garden 
designer and plantsman Roger Platts, 
after the closing date. 

All finalists’ gardens will be photo¬ 
graphed by Kent Life between June 19 
and July 2. 

All finalists will also be invited to a 
celebratory high tea in a marquee at 
Hadlow College on September 17, 
2015, where the winners and run¬ 
ners-up will be announced after a de¬ 
licious afternoon tea and a chance to 
explore Broadview Gardens. 

Prizes 

Two first-prize winners, one per cat¬ 
egory, will each receive: 

■An engraved bench from Coolings 
Garden Centre, Knockholt 
■£250 of garden vouchers from 
Coolings Garden Centre, Knockholt 
■Framed personalised certificate 
■Pictorial feature in Kent Life 

Six runners-up (four adults and two 
primary schools) will each receive: 
■£100 of garden vouchers from 
Coolings Garden Centre, Knockholt 
■Framed personalised certificate 


Criteria 

The judges will look at the overall de¬ 
sign, planting and maintenance of 
the garden, and the strength of the 
owner or school gardening club’s 
connection and involvement with 
the garden. 

For children: are there any cross¬ 
curricular activities related to the 
garden, or any eco-friendly or sus¬ 
tainable plans you can tell the judges 
about? 

Kent Life regrets that photos and 
sketches cannot be returned and 
that by submitting them you are 
agreeing to their use in Kent Life and 
its associated websites and 
publications. 

Entries from previous years, apart 
from the winners, are warmly wel¬ 
comed. 


How to enter 

You can enter online at 
www. kentgar denawards .co.uk. 

Or send an email with your entry 
and digital images to sarah.sturt@ 
kent-life.co.uk. 

Or post a hard copy and photos to 
Kent Life, Kent House, 81 Station 
Road, Ashford TN23 1PP. 

Don't forget to include: 

■ Your full name, address, telephone 
(landline and mobile) and email ad¬ 
dress 

■ The category you are entering 

■ Four to eight photos of the garden 
(they can have been taken last year) 

■ A plan of your garden (optional, 
but very useful) 

■ A bit about yourself/yourselves, 
your garden and your personal con¬ 
nection with it 



ELEGANT: Prue Seddon’s classic garden won amateur garden of the year 
in 2014 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


East 


Week ending May 31,2015 37 





















MM HUD© 

SALE ENDS 
THIS SATURDAY 




Shower 

Enclosures 

from 


Shower 

frays 

from 


£50 I £30 


1 Taps 

1 from 

| £10 

Baths 

from 

£50 

wc 

from 

£40 

| Offers available at Whitstable and New 

Romney Branches J 


llliYil, 


Hill, 


.and the best advice, service, experience and knowledge, helping you plan your space! 

MANY OTHER FANTASTIC OFFERS AVAILABLE - visit our massive, 
newly-extended showroom or visit our website 


Unit 60, John Wilson Industrial Estate, Kent, Whitstable CT5 3QT 01227 281648 
Unit 10, Cinque Ports Road, Mountfield Industrial Estate, 

New Romney TN28 8LH 01797 363623 

Visit our website www.allbits.co.uk 


Hear us on 


heart 
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» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 

* 

Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 
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KOOKY: Milton Jones is famous for his off-beat comedy 


ve comics ma 


Ramsgate Music Hall will host comedians en route to the Edinburgh festival 


R amsgate Music Hail 
will be hosting a 
summer of alternative 
comedy. 

Among the famous 
faces taking to the mic are Lee 
Nelson, Milton Jones and Alun 
Cochrane, as well as some of 
Britain’s up and coming stand-ups 
as they sharpen material ahead of 
the Edinburgh Festival. 

Every Thursday from mid-June 
the music hall will run previews of 
shows heading for Edinburgh. 

Then in September, the venue will 
be hosting the Best of the Fest, 
featuring hits from the festival’s 
Fringe. 

Ramsgate film maker and former 
artistic director of the award-win¬ 
ning Ho Hum Theatre Company 
Katherine Shannon is behind the 
new comedy venture coming to No 
13 Turner Street. 


She said: “The intimacy of the 
Music Hall is absolutely perfect for 
comedians. 

“ They love the interaction, 
which they can’t get in a barn like 
the Winter Gardens. 

“That’s why they want to 
perform here, try out new material 
and look an audience in the eye. 

“If you’re frightened of being 
spoken to, please don’t sit in the 
front row! 

“We have a big community of 
comedians and musicians coming 
here and I think there’s a huge 
audience for these shows. 

“To see someone that close is an 
extraordinary experience, and 
most acts will stay on and have a 
drink afterwards, so we get to meet 
them in the intimate upstairs bar.” 

Tuesdays at the Ramsgate Music 
Hall will be spoken word night, 
with writers and poets giving 


readings, answering questions and 
signing editions. 

According to Ms Shannon: 
“You’re going to get readings, 
signings and 0 and A with some 
big up-and-coming names, such as 
In the Thick of It writer Will Smith, 
whose debut novel Mainlander is 
being lined up for TV.” 

On July 7 an intriguing night is 
in store with investigative journal¬ 
ist Tim Crook reading from The 
Secret Lives of a Secret Agent, his 
biography of spy, bigamist, soldier 
and writer Alexander Wilson - 
grandfather of Shannon herself, as 
well as Golden Globe winning 
actress Ruth Wilson. 

Finally on Wednesdays the 
Ramsgate Music Hall has been 
hosting a regular Kent film makers 
screenings, showing-casing the 
very best local films in pre- and 
post-production. 


“What was initially a Thanet 
film group is now Kent-wide, with 
people coming down from 
Tonbridge and Maidstone to screen 
their work and collaborate,” Ms 
Shannon said. 

Stage and screen director Patrick 
Tucker is giving a director’s 
workshop in June, while screen¬ 
writer Adrian Bain is to present on 
protecting film rights. “In London 
that course would cost you £200 - 
we’re doing it for a fiver,” Ms 
Shannon said. 

Tickets for the comedy evenings 
cost from £12.50. 

To buy tickets, you can visit 
www.wegottickets.com. 

For more information about the 
comedy evenings or any of the 
other events lined up at the 
Ramsgate Music Hall, you can visit 
the venue’s website at www. 
ramsgatemusichall.com. 
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^ ' ! Set within the heart of Kent’s beautiful unspoilt 
countryside, Pilgrim’s Retreat is the prefect setting 
for idyllic and relaxing lifestyle. 


Indoor 
two lane 
bowling. 
Coming 
soon. 


We offer private residential and leisure homes, exclusively 
for the over 50’s. You can swim in our indoor heated 
swimming pool, or work out in our community gym. Meet 
up with friends in our clubhouse or coffee shop, even 
go for a relaxing stroll within the 30 acres of beautiful 
woodlands. The possibilities are endless. You can even 
bring your pets! After all they are part of the family. 


Convenience 

store. 

Coming 

soon. 



We offer Part Exchange 
No Solicitors Fees 
No Stamp Duty and 
No Estate Agents Fees 

Show homes open daily. 
No appointment required. 

A beautiful and tranquil 
place to live ’ 



Pilgrims Retreat, Hogbarn Lane, Harrietsham, Kent ME17 1NZ 

we are 1 hr from central London, 30 mins from the M25 J3 and 10 mins from the M20. 

Tel: 01622 859648 www.pilgrimsretreat.com Email: info@pilgrimsretreat.com 
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War and Peace Revival set to 
bring history to life once more 



By Maria Chiorando 

maria.chiorando@archant.co.uk 


W AR enthusiasts can 
step back in time to 
conflict-torn Brit¬ 
ain at this year’s 
War and Peace Re¬ 
vival from July 22 - 26. 

Visitors will be able to re-live the 
atmosphere of the Second World 
War with action-packed battle re¬ 
enactments, living history displays, 
arena events, classic civilian and 
military vehicles, military models, 
vintage fashions, a funfair and the 
songs, sounds and smells of wartime 
Britain. 

There will be a vintage village 
with civilian displays from the 
1930s to the 1960s including 
Home Front, Land Army, classic 
cars, and vintage fashion. 

On July 25 and 26, the Great War 
display team - nine replica First World 
War aircraft - will engage in a dog¬ 
fight. The Battle of Britain will be re¬ 
membered in a display by iconic Spit¬ 
fire, Hurricane andDakotaplanes -the 
planes that saved the country from 
Hitler’s planned invasion. 

The Home Front area will host a 
new weddings at war exhibition 


with original wedding dresses, 
and a wartime wedding re-created 
complete with a reception in the 
village pub The Bush Inn. 

For five full days from July 22 - 
26, thousands of military and ci¬ 
vilian vehicles will gather at Folke¬ 
stone Racecourse including tanks, 
artillery, armoured and amphibi¬ 
ous vehicles, classic cars, Jeeps, bi¬ 
cycles and motorbikes, commer¬ 
cial vehicles and much more. 

Food and drink will be on offer 


from a wide range of on-site res¬ 
taurants and bars, including the 
Jazz Bar and the 1940s Spitfire tea 
room, as well as shows and music 
evoking memories of yesteryear. 

The vintage marquee returns in 
2015, offering visitors a range of 
on-site experts, as well as trade 
stalls offering militaria, antiqui¬ 
ties, vehicle parts, books, memora¬ 
bilia, clothing and uniforms - eve¬ 
rything from a cap badge to a tank, 
while modellers will enjoy an ex¬ 


tensive display of some top class 
models, bringing together enthusi¬ 
asts from around the world. 

The event takes place at Folke¬ 
stone Racecourse, just minutes 
from Jll of the M20, or by train, 
Westenhanger train station is just 
minutes from the Racecourse. 

Day tickets are undated. Save 10 
per cent on the gate price by buy¬ 
ing in advance online. Visit www. 
thewarandpeacerevival.co.uk for 
more information. 


Pirates visit Tunbridge Wells 


TUNBRIDGE Wells’ Trinity 
Theatre will host a production of 
Robert Louis Stephenson’s 
Treasure Island from June 14-19. 

For more information, visit 
the theatre’s website at www. 
trinitytheatre .net. 



Dirty dancing on tour 

DIRTY Dancing: The Tribute Show will be 
coming to Folkestone on June 20. 

The show, which will be hosted by the Leas 
Cliff Hall is celebrating its fifth anniversary. 

Tickets cost from £19 and are available from 
the venue box office, by calling 0844 871 3015 
or at www.atgtickets.com/folkestone. 


Unthanks 10th year tour 

MARGATE’S Theatre Royal will 
host folk band The Unthanks on 
October 29. 

The gig is part of their 10th 
anniversary tour. 

To book tickets, call 01843 
292795. 



Kooky comedy at Hazlitt 

COMEDIAN Rob Beckett, best known for 
appearing on Mock the Week and 8 out of 10 
cats, will be performing at Maidstone’s Hazlitt 
Theatre on September 9. 

Tickets cost £14. 

For more information, or to book tickets, visit 
www.parkwoodtheatres.co.uk. 
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Stand Up & Rock 
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GEOFF TUBION 
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The black hills ofLDartford 


MUSICAL Calamity Jane will 
come to Dartford’s Orchard 
Theatre from July 28 until 
August 1. 

Jodie Prenger stars as the 
lead character. Call 01892 
530613 to book. 





Award-winning bluegrass 


ENGLISH folk singer, guitarist and songwriter 
from Scunthorpe Michael Simpson will be 
playing at St. Edith Hall in Sevenoaks on June 
3. 

Tickets cost £17.60. 

For more information, or to buy tickets, you 
can visit www.allgigs.co.uk. 


Folkstone gangster kids 

FOLKSTONE’S Leas Cliff Hall 
will host Bugsy Malone from 
August 20 until 22. 

The gangster musical has an 
all-child cast. 

Tickets cost £11.90. 

Visit www.allgigs.co.uk. 



Gillingham's paradise city 

GUNS and Roses tribute act The Guns N‘ Roses 
Experience will perform at the Beacon Court 
Tavern in Gillingham on June 27. 

Fronted by ‘Faxl Rose’ the band will cover a 
number of favourite hits. 

Tickets cost £8.80, for more information, visit 
www. allgigs ,co .uk. 


A nibble and a sip at 
new festival for foodies 



By Maria Chiorando 

maria.chiorando@archant.co.uk 


T RADERS from all over 
the county will be 
coming together for the 
Walmer Food and Drink 
Festival next month. 

The festival is held in the 
middle of Walmer’s green with a 
picturesque backdrop of the 
seaside. 

A spokesman said: “Nibble and 
sip on some delights whilst 
browsing for colourful, creations 
and handcrafted gifts. 

“From warming curries to 
hearty broths, refreshing smooth¬ 
ies to irresistible ice creams, 
seasonal fruit liqueurs to malt 
whiskey, all exhibiting right 
before your eyes, this festival 
truly has it all 

“With succulent warming 
smells all around, the freshly made 
artisan bread captures each of the 
senses. This is a festival where no 
two stalls are quite the same. 

“Each corner turned will lead 
you to new and exciting flavours 
and gifts whether it’s a warm 
sugary donut or a taste from a 
different culture. Smoked cheeses, 


cured meats, fresh vegetables, 
offerings of exotic meats and hand 
filled marshmallows, this is a new 
age farmers market with a few 
twists along the way.” 

Along with food, there will be 
goods including wine tasting 
vouchers, cutting edge knives, 
handmade flip flops on offer. 

Walmer Food and Drink Festival 
also have a number of charities 
present throughout the two days 
for any one that would like to get 
involved or find out a little more 
information into their work. 


A spokesman said: “If entertain¬ 
ment is what you’re looking for 
then we have something for 
everyone. With music on the Deal 
Memorial Bandstand from local 
heroes Brendan Power and Joe 
Jones and Richard Navarro, new 
Kent favourites Rudy Warman and 
the Heavy Weather, as well as the 
Steamboat Springs High School 
Concert Band all the way from 
Colorado, plus loads more.” 

Entry is £2 for adults who will 
then receive a weekend wristband 
and a free programme. 


ECLECTIC: There will be some¬ 
thing for everyone 



TRADITIONAL: Local foods 
will be on offer 




MEMBERSHIP SPECIAL 

7 day membership 

for £600 

5 Day membership 

for £400 


Terms Sc Conditions apply 


Vauxhall Holiday Park, Great Yarmouth, Norfolk 


Great \/alae Family 
Hdidayi 4 breaks 

We at Vauxhall believe in giving you a great choice of 
accommodation whatever your budget. Our range of homes, 
touring and camping pitches are aimed at ensuring you'll 
find the right accommodation at the right price. 

Free with your holiday, enjoy these facilities: 

• Indoor Tropical Water World • Sports World 

• The Splash Zone & Sun Terraces • Discos 

• Live Cabaret • Louie’s Treehouse Playground 

• 12-17’s Hideout Club • Louie’s Kidz Club 

• 5 Star Entertainment every evening • WiFi 

Call now for your FREE Brochure 


'AT YAflMOL? 


01493 857231 


Vauxhall Holiday Park, 40 Acle New Road, Great Yarmouth NR30ITB REF 40 

www.vauxhallholidaypark.co.uk 


Broome Park Golf Club I Barham, Nr Canterbury, Kent CT 4 6QX 


EASY ACCESS FROM M2/A2 or M20 


For further information please contact Text BROOME to 67000 
Del or Claire on 01227 830728 for a chance to WIN 

www.broomepark.co.uk a round of golf 


Craftsman 

Glassrooms4u.com 



Do you need 
that extra space? 

We have the affordable 
glass room option 

Our modular system offers a 
customised glassroom onto a 
reinforced concrete base 
saving us time and you 
money, usually completed in 
just 3 week. 

For your free design and 

quotation call us now on 


Expert advice— Professional installation 0333 323 2023 


Rosemary Nurseries 

Manston Road, Margate CT9 4LT ^ 


yell.com - 01843 823282 - rosemarynurserys @yahoo.co.uk 

(Find us between Spitfire memorial @ Kent Int Airport and Margate Crematorium) 


Bedding plants available £1.80 and £2.00 per tray. 
Large trailing - upright and regal pelargoniums £2.00 each 
Fuchsias from £1.40 each - Alstroemeria - Osteospurmum - 
Verbena Bonariensis - Dahlias - shrubs - Trees - 
rockery plants - Clematis - Roses - Fruit hushes - 
Tomatoes - Runnerbeans - sweet and chilli peppers 
80p each Cucumbers £1.50 each. Bizzie Lizzie and 
petunia bedding plants. 


Filled baskets ready now 
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Grandmother Marv Berrv always knows bes 


The celebrated tv cook talks about her favourite foods and why she won’t deep fry chips for her grandkids 


O VER eight decades, Mary 
Berry has seen food fads 
come and go. And the 
latest one - kale - she 
deals with in typically 
firm fashion. 

“No, I don’t like it and I see it every¬ 
where. I grew a new kale, which was 
rather big and a dark colour, and it 
looked so pretty in the garden. Then I 
started to cook it and it was so strong 
and bitter. I know it’s good for us, but 
I’d prefer to grow land cress, or some¬ 
thing a little bit different.” 

But Ms Berry - who grew up with 
rationing, turned 80 in March and 
has written more than 70 cookery 
books since the late Sixties - is softer on 
other ‘new’ ingredients, including the 
basil she grows in the garden of her 


beautiful Buckinghamshire home. 

“When I trained and when I was a 
housewife, I automatically used dried 
herbs. You couldn’t get fresh ones in a 
supermarket, you could grow them 
but people didn’t know quite how to 
do it. Basil was something you only 
got in France, and now we sow basil 
in the garden in May and we’ve got it 
in the garden from late June onwards. 
We make our own pesto. 

“We also grow fennel,” adds Ms 
Berry, who makes a fennel slaw in her 
latest book, Absolute Favourites, 
which accompanies her new TV show. 

“My husband says, ‘What are you 
putting fennel in? We didn’t have it [as 
children], my mother didn’t do it! ’ I say, 
‘Hard luck, you’re going to have it!’ 

“I really enjoy fennel, I’ve worked 



FOODIE: Mary Berry considers 
herself a ‘family cook’ 


out how to cook it. People say it tastes 
of aniseed, but it doesn’t; if you cook 
it, it’s just the most beautiful vegeta¬ 
ble. If you finely slice it and marinate 
it as the base of the salad, it gives the 
most beautiful flavour, you’ve just got 
to convert people to it. 

“But I’m never going to convert 
them to kale, because I think it will 
come and go, personally. There are 
certain things I will not do, because I 
don’t like it myself.” 

She’s certainly not a fan of deep fat fry¬ 
ing either - “every chef’s programme, 
they wheel in this machine, but at home, 
you do it on the cooker and it’s danger¬ 
ous” - but she gets her fill of chips when 
she goes out (“usually other people’s”), 
and cooks oven chips at home for her five 
grandchildren when they visit, which 


makes her own children admonish her 
with an “Oh Granny! ”. 

For all her cooking success over the 
years, Ms Berry still likes to think of 
herself as a “family cook, with all the 
problems that everyone else has”. 

“I’ve had failures - I’ve used salt in¬ 
stead of sugar, I’ve had cakes going 
down in the middle, but that’s good, 
because then we can commiserate!” 

As for her absolute favourite meal, 
she loves nothing more than a nice 
plate of potted shrimps. 

“If ever I was on my own, I would 
have one of my son’s hens’ eggs, some 
really good bread and some potted 
shrimps, which I would warm 
through with butter and a bit of spice, 
on toast. Those are the sort of things 
I like.” 


Psychic Sally on stage 

PSYCHIC Sally Morgan will be at the 
Margate Winter Gardens with her 
brand new show - Call Me Psychic. 

The performance will take place on March 
3 next year (2016) at 7.30pm. 

She said; “Every night when I’m on stage 
amazing things happen and it’s a privilege to 
be able to pass on messages of love and 
comfort to the people I share my gift with”. 

For tickets, call 01843 292795. 


Fuzzy friends perform 

I HIT comedy musical Avenue O will 
bring a number of fuzzy friends to the 
stage at the Assembly Hall Theatre, Tun¬ 
bridge Wells, from June 1 to 6. 

Created by Jeff Marx and Robert Lopez, 
the musical tells the story of a group of 
lovable characters on the streets of New York 
trying to make sense of life’s big issues. 

Performances are at 7.30pm and 2.30pm. 

For tickets, call 01892 530613. 


The story of Stick Man 

THE adaptation of Julia Donaldson and 
Axel Scheffler’s hugely popular 
children’s book Stick Man will be performed 
at the Folkestone Quarterhouse on July 18 at 
2.30pm. 

The family show features puppetry, live 
music and songs and tells the story of Stick 
Man and the dangers he faces outside of his 
family tree. 

For details and tickets, call 01303 760750. 


Fleetwood Mac relived 

A TRIBUTE show at the Hazlitt Theatre, 
Maidstone, will recreate the sound of 
legendary group Fleetwood Mac. 

Fleetwood Bac, who were the world’s first 
Fleetwood Mac tribute show, will be taking to 
the stage on June 6 at 8pm. 

They aim to recreate the classic sound and 
mystical atmosphere of the group. 

Tickets are £15. To book, visit www. 
parkwoodtheatres.co.uk. 





SOUTHGATE 


ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES 

Rewires, alterations, 
aerials, alarms, FREE 
quotations. ‘Fully qualified’ 

For enquiries call 

01227 712790 
07889 895394 

m|ceiis «m|i 

APPROVED CONTRACTOR 


DOMESTIC 
INSTALLER i±i 



NEED A 
LOCAL 
a- FLORIST? 


Whatever you are looking for 
localsearch24.co.uk will help 
you find it 


local search .co.uk 

your trusted local director 
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During the evening we will have some games and 
at the end just before you leave a chance to have 
Tea and Coffee. 

7pm - 10pm 
Served on Arrival 
Our Secret Garden Cocktail 


If you like puddings, 
this is the night for you... 

This is a fun packed exclusive night that we will 
be holding once a month. 

Main course is specially created by our Chefs 
and is served with Fresh Home Made Breads. 
We will then show and serve 6 Desserts ranging 
from the traditional Spotted Dick, Sticky Toffee 
Pudding, Summer Pudding, Jam Roly Poly 
as examples. Of course you will have lots of 
custard, creams and sauces. 


Gift Vouchers Available 

June 18th, July 23rd, September 24th, October 22nd, November 19th 


The Secret Garden 

Hythe Road, Mersham le Hatch, Near Ashford TN25 5NH 
01233 501586 | www.secretgardenkent.co.uk 
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7.30pm 

Dinner is served 

8.15pm 

Pudding Parade 

8.30pm 

Pudding is served 

9.30pm 

Crown of Puddings 

9.30pm 

Tea and Coffee 
































Iceland's latest snow-stopping trip 



TRAVEL REVIEW: Iceland 

By Sarah Marshall 


A BOVE my head, a five me¬ 
tre wide blue-hued cre¬ 
vasse gapes open like an 
icy wound, with sinewy 
icicles hanging from its 
walls. It’s a sight most glacier hikers 
and skiers would dread tumbling into, 
and very few would likely survive to 
share their tales. 

But from 30m below the surface, 
inside Iceland’s latest tourist attrac¬ 
tion, I can safely marvel at the frac¬ 
ture in Langjokull glacier without the 
need for an emergency rescue team to 
take me home. 

Opening year-round from June 1, 
Into The Glacier is one of the world’s 
most ambitious manmade ice caves 
and has been four years in develop¬ 
ment at a cost 2.5million USD. 

With 11 per cent of the land cov¬ 
ered in a permanent layer of ice, Ice¬ 
land is a playground for outdoor ad¬ 
venturers, and glacier tours have 
been running for the past 25 years. 

Our driver, Addi, was one of the 
first people to manoeuvre superjeeps 
across the snow-covered plateaus, 
but today he’s at the wheel of an 
8WD, 20 tonne monster truck, which 
will carry us from a base in Husafell 
to the ice cave entrance 1,260m 
above sea level. 

Into The Glacier project director 
Siggi Skarpheoinsson anticipates 
most people will join a seven to nine- 
hour day trip from Reykjavik, al¬ 
though with a new four-star hotel 
due to open in Husafell in July, there 
will be the option to stay closer. Sur¬ 
rounded by five glaciers, the area en¬ 
joys clear skies, and Siggi claims 
Northern lights can be seen on aver¬ 
age three times per week during the 
winter season. 

As we trundle upwards into the 
highlands, rough-hewn volcanic 


rocks appear vacuum-wrapped by a 
glossy layer of snow, with blinding 
sunrays bouncing from every angular 
surface. Last month, a film crew used 
this other-planetary backdrop as a lo¬ 
cation for the new Star Wars movie. 

As the terrain becomes tougher, 
Addi gleefully tells us about a new 
phone app used to reduce pressure in 
the truck’s enormous tyres and gain 
better traction on the snow. After at¬ 
taching crampons to my shoes, I head 


into the icy rabbit warren, trudging 
through compressed snow, which orig¬ 
inally fell from the sky 40 years ago. 

Along the smoothed walls, a black 
streak of volcanic ash reveals a past 
eruption, while LED lights in the floor 
and ceiling illuminate compacted blue 
ice squeezed free of any air bubbles, 
which, along with the cave’s two cre¬ 
vasses, forms the star attraction. 

Walking deeper into the tunnel, 
our voices begin to echo as Siggi tells 


me about plans to play a soundtrack 
of cracking and popping glaciers 
through an audio system. 

I base myself at the boutique ION Lux¬ 
ury Adventure Hotel, next to Thingvel- 
lir National Park and overlooking the 
vast lake where divers can swim be¬ 
tween a fissure in the North American 
and Eurasian tectonic plates, in clear, 
lava-filtered glacial water. 

The 45 room light-filled building 
was once the staff quarters for a 


TRAVEL FACTS 


SARAH Marshall was a guest 
of Discover The World 
(discover-the-world.co.uk) 
who offer a seven night 
Journey to the Centre of the 
Earth’ self-drive B&B holiday 
from £794pp (two sharing) 
including two nights at ION 
Luxury Adventure Hotel, 
return flights with Icelandair. 
Into The Glacier ‘Classic Tour’ 
from the foot of the glacier 
costs from £94pp (3hrs). 


neighbouring and still operational 
geothermal power plant. But, surpris¬ 
ingly, the factory in no way detracts 
from the view. Clouds of steam rising 
from the lava fields are a reminder 
Iceland is one of the most geologically 
active places on earth, and the heat 
has also been harnessed for the ho¬ 
tel’s outdoor hot tub. 

Close by, a small geyser erupts eve¬ 
ry few minutes, and after my “float” I 
boil an egg in the water using a net 
attached to the end of a fishing rod. 
It’s an extremely effective cooking 
method and the end result, served on 
sweet, dense rye bread slow baked in 
a pot underground, is outstanding. 

It’s not, though, something I’d at¬ 
tempt the following day at Haukada- 
lur valley, where the powerful Gey sir 
shoots boiling water up to 70m into 
the air. Despite the constant stream of 
tourists, it’s still a marvel to witness. 

Even more startling is the sound of 
springtime birdsong, something al¬ 
most incongruous to this alien 
landscape. 

But I shouldn’t really be surprised. 

There may be few animals and even 
people in Iceland, but with roaring 
waterfalls, bubbling volcanoes and 
shifting glaciers, it’s a place that’s 
very much alive. 


Film Reviews by Damon Smith 




MAN UP 

(15, 88 mins) Comedy/Romance/ 
Action 


THE romantic comedy goes back 
to basics in Man Up, a sweet, funny 
and charming tale of boy-meets- 
wrong-girl-but-doesn’t-realise-it, 
filmed on location in London. 


Directed at a brisk pace by Ben 
Palmer, who helmed The Inbe- 
tweeners Movie, this contrived tale 
of mistaken identity strips away 
most of the gross-out interludes that 
have become de rigueur for the 
genre. 

New York City-born writer and 
actress Lake Bell sports a flawless 
English actress as the hapless hero¬ 
ine, who bumbles and dithers in a 
Bridget Jones stylee minus the 
incessant self-doubt and criticism. 

Dialogue is peppered with 
polished one-liners and Palmer 
sustains momentum until a suitably 
grand finale that proves you can’t 
hurry love, even with GPS tracking. 

DANNY COLLINS 

(15, 106 mins) Drama/Comedy/ 
Romance 


A CAPTION at the beginning of 
writer-director Dan Fogelman’s 


cliche-riddled yet uproarious 
comedy reveals there is a germ of 
fact buried beneath the tears and 
cloying sentiment. 

“The following is kind of based 
on a true story. A little bit.” 

The seed of Fogelman’s script 
was British folk singer Steve Tilston, 
who received a supportive fan 
letter from John Lennon, more than 
25 years after the death of the 
former Beatle. 

The handwritten missive, 
penned in 1971, advised the then 
21-year-old Tilston to cling to his 
dreams because “being rich 
doesn’t change your experience in 
the way you think”. 

Fogelman’s picture is a guilty 
pleasure: a slick cover version of 
previous journeys of self-discovery 
that were undoubtedly more soulful 
but seldom more entertaining. 

SAN ANDREAS 

(12A, 114 mins) Disaster/Action 


RECENT events in Nepal have 
impacted, understandably, on the 
marketing of this big-budget 
disaster movie about the 
devastation wrought by Mother 
Nature. The San Andreas Fault, 
which runs for more than 800 miles 
through California, gives way, 
triggering a magnitude 9 earth¬ 
quake that decimates the west 
coast. Search and rescue helicop¬ 


ter pilot chief Ray Gaines takes to 
the air to hunt for survivors 
including his estranged wife 
Emma, who has filed for divorce so 
she can pursue a new relationship 
with wealthy real estate developer 
Daniel Reddick. Reunited in 
unimaginable tragedy, Ray and 
Emma head from Los Angeles to 
San Francisco to save their 
daughter Blake. 
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By Hannah Stephenson 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


L IVING in a frost pocket, as I 
do, it’s inevitable that each 
year I lose plants which are 
on the tender side, leaving 
gaps in my beds and bor¬ 
ders which need to be filled. 

Visits to the garden centre each 
year to replenish stock can be a costly 
exercise, but if you want to save mon¬ 
ey and gain a great deal of satisfac¬ 
tion, now is the time to have a go at 
taking softwood cuttings, which will 
take a little time but won’t cost you 
any money apart from a few small 
flower pots and a little compost. 

Easy-to-root plants include lavat- 
era, helianthemum, choisya, deutzia, 
escallonia, hebe, hydrangea, laven¬ 
der, philadelphus and weigela, as well 
as fuchsia and olearia. 

You take cuttings about 8-10cm (3- 
4in) long in late spring and early 
summer, before the stem becomes 
hard and woody, put them in a con¬ 
tainer of compost and cover them 
with clear polythene to prevent them 
wilting. 

When the cuttings have rooted, 
which can happen in around six 
weeks, they can be repotted or plant¬ 
ed up in the garden. 

With this step-by-step guide to soft¬ 
wood cuttings, you won’t go far 
wrong: 

:: Always take the cuttings from a 
healthy plant, using a sharp knife or 
secateurs. Check there are no pests 
on the leaves or stems and that there 
is no disease. 

:: Cut the stem just below a leaf 
joint and remove the lower leaves, 



PRECISION: A little effort will ensure a greater yield 
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leaving the bottom half of the stem 
bare. If the remaining leaves are 
large, for example hydrangea or lau¬ 
rel, they can be cut in half to reduce 
loss of moisture through transpira¬ 
tion. 

:: Plants which flower on young 
growth, such as hebes and fuchsias, 
may have flowerbuds at the tip of the 
cutting which will need nipping out 


along with the tip. 

:: As soon as you have taken the 
cutting, put it in a polythene bag or 
bucket of water to stop it wilting until 
you are ready to propagate. 

:: Dip the cut end in hormone root¬ 
ing powder or liquid, covering the 
lower 6mm (l/4in) of the cutting be¬ 
fore inserting it in a pot filled with 
seed compost. You can fit five cuttings 


around the edge of a 10cm (4in) pot. 
While most plants will root without 
the aid of hormone rooting powder, 
more difficult species such as rhodo¬ 
dendron and hollies need a boost to 
produce roots. Rooting powder also 
contains a fungicide to protect the 
new plant against diseases. 

:: Make sure the container’s drainage 
holes are not blocked because a water¬ 


logged cutting is unlikely to take. 

:: The compost should be moist. Use 
your finger or a small stick to make a 
hole for the cutting and insert each 
one 2in (5cm) apart, but don’t firm 
them in. 

:: Water them with a fine rose to 
settle the compost around the stems 
and allow the excess water to drain. 

:: Label each pot. 



We are an approved Provider for 
Kent County Council, Medway 
Council and Bexley Council 


Conyngham Lane, Bridge, Canterbury CT4 5JX 

enquiry@avantecare.org.uk 
Reception - 01227 831607 
www.avantecare.org.uk © t S © 


-\ 

Bridge Haven avantf) 

care & support 

Care Home 'Everyone Tfintters’ 


Bridge Haven care home provides care with compassion for those living with dementia. The 
home offers care and comfort, but also introduces a new, positive and more engaging stage 

in the lives of its residents who live there. 

The team of attentive, experienced and skilled staff provide 24 hour care in a pleasant, 
homely environment. Services provided at Bridge Haven include full time residential care, 
day care and short term respite care known as the homes ‘My Time’service. 

All rooms at Bridge Haven are bright and cheerful with many bedrooms having en-suite 

facilities providing relaxation and a sense of well-being. 

Other facilities include the ‘Snug’ - a pub like facility for residents to enjoy and socialise 
and Gregory’s tea room, situated in one of the two attractively laid gardens. 
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Send us your views. 

Write to: Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


Free will and 
personal choice 

YET again Ray Duff attempts to 
rewrite the Bible to suit his own 
personal preferences! (KoS, May 17) 

Jesus quite plainly said, ‘I came 
not to destroy the law, or the 
Prophets, but to fulfill the law.’ 
Matthew 5: 17-20. Further parts of 
his ministry make reference to the 
laws given to Moses and others, 
which were still God’s laws and not 
to be changed, even ‘by a single 
letter’, under threat of retribution! 

God gave us all free will. We 
don’t need to obey his law - it’s a 
personal choice. But to pretend 
that his laws don’t exist, or that 
they are up for misinterpretation, 
alteration and turning on their 
head, is the belief of the fool! 

A number of pseudo-Christian 
religions also carry on in the belief 
they can tell God what he will 
accept, which makes them and 
their teachings pointless, for they 
are ‘false prophets’ representing 
nobody other than themselves! 

Phil Granger 
West Mailing 

Giant leap back 
into dark ages 

THE new Conservative government 
has made a key plank of its work 
withdrawing from the Human 
Rights Act. 

This Act effectively incorporates 
the European Convention on 
Human Rights, which was drafted 
by British lawyers and lauded by 
Churchill, into British law. 

It enshrines a system of protect¬ 
ing citizens against the excesses of 
government and is common to 
nearly all citizens in Europe (except 
in Belarus). The Conservatives 
seem to have forgotten our proud 
historic involvement and are 
prepared to put all the rights we 
hold so dear at risk - the funda¬ 
mental rights that protect us all 
from the state - trashing the legacy 
of Churchill in the process. 

The rights at risk include 
preventing the state from spying 
on us, protecting soldiers on duty, 
protecting those in care and 
defending domestic violence and 
rape victims. What’s more, it is 
ironic that this year we will 
celebrate the 800th birthday of the 
Magna Carta, the precursor to so 
many further conventions that 
protect our human rights. 

So I am delighted that the two 
candidates for the leadership of the 
Liberal Democrats have come 
together to launch the campaign to 
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Devolution and a bid 
for Kent powerhouse 


I WAS very interested in your 
report on the prospects of 
devolution to local government 
(KoS, May 24) and the drive to 
create a Kent “ powerhouse “ as a 
consequence. 

In a recent brief exchange with 
Paul Carter at a full council 
meeting, I began to outline a 
Labour vision for this ambition. 

There is growth in the Kent 
economy but there are still a 
range of challenges to meet. 

We need to increase 
productivity in the 
manufacturing sectors and this 
means creating an environment 
for investment and innovation. 

Exports from the Kent economy 
to the European market are far too 
limited and there is a major need to 
improve skills and learning across 
the workforce in Kent. 

However, a vibrant private 
sector Kent economy also needs a 
public sector that is robust, 
sustainable and adequately 
funded. Productivity is not 

stop the Tories from abolishing the 
Human Rights Act. 

The Liberal Democrats fought 
hard in government to protect the 
Human Rights Act and we will do 
so from outside government too. 

I’m proud to be a citizen of 
Britain, which has the long 
tradition of holding up to the rest of 
the world our human rights record. 

Why would we take a giant leap 
back into the dark ages and throw 
all of this away, or at the very least 
try to reinvent an unbroken wheel? 

Catherine Bearder MEP 
By email 


enhanced if we have a crumbling 
transport infrastructure, failing 
schools or a dysfunctional health 
service. 

In Kent, we will need 
considerably more public sector 
investment if we want to meet the 
targets expected of a 
“powerhouse” economy. 

There are two other principles 
that Labour will press for in Kent. 

We need economic growth to 
meet the ambitions of Kent people, 
but it must first be inclusive, and 
secondly it must not be pursued 
without due account being taken 
of the county environment. 

Inclusion means tackling the 
income, education and health 
inequalities in Kent, and the 
environment requires growth in 
the most sustainable new creative 
industries. 

Roger Truelove 

Deputy Leader of the Labour 
Group on Kent County 
Council, County Hall, 
Maidstone. 

Fracking issue 
cause for worry 

THE following statement attributed 
to me in your otherwise excellent 
feature “Earthquake should be a 
warning” (KoS, May 24) is actually 
a misquote: “We have faulted 
ground here because of the coal 
mining industry.” The faults do, of 
course, pre-date coal mining, but 
applications from Coastal Oil & Gas Ltd 
sought to drill through former east 
Kent coalfields where faults could be 


reactivated by fracking. 

I would, however, take issue with 
the following statement made 
within the same article regarding 
fracking and earthquakes: “The 
reality seems to be that tremors are 
unlikely and even if they do happen, 
they’re unlikely to be significant.” 
While it is true that the magnitude 
2.3 Lancashire earthquake of 2011 
(triggered by fracking) was 
negligible (ie barely felt), those who 
have researched this issue well, and 
not from a pro-fracking stance, 
would argue that it would be wrong 
to expect any fracking-induced 
quakes to remain minor, as there is 
simply no evidence to support this. 

In fact, as your article went on 
quite rightly to report, evidence 
coming in from other countries is to 
the contrary. David Smythe, 
emeritus professor of geophysics at 
Glasgow University, writes: “Despite 
the assertion that earthquakes 
triggered directly by fracking would 
never exceed magnitude 3.0, 
fracking-induced earthquakes are 
occurring elsewhere (eg near 
Edmonton, Alberta), with the 
highest magnitude so far being 4.4. 
But much bigger earthquakes are 
known to be triggered by the 
re-injection of ‘produced’ (ie 
contaminated) waste water from 
shale gas production after fracking, 
when billions of gallons are 
re-injected into deep wells. In 2011 
a magnitude 5.7 quake, triggered by 
reinjection, struck in Oklahoma, 
demolishing a house.” 

In the UK, the Infrastructure Act 
now permits re-injection of fracking 
waste water. Indeed, the Environ¬ 
ment Agency has confirmed in an 
official response that it is already 
permitting re-injections in the 
south east. So ‘experts’ who claim 
that UK earthquakes will not be a 
problem are wrong because, as Prof 
Smythe points out: “(1) bigger 
fracking-induced quakes are now 
happening elsewhere, and (2) the 
UK law now permits re-injection - 
with the ensuing risk of triggering 
really damaging quakes. The 
European shale basins have very 
faulted geology, unlike those in 
North America, and the precaution¬ 
ary principle dictates that fracking 
should never be permitted in faulted 
shale basins - this means all the UK 
shale basins. However, Cuadrilla 
plans to drill through faults in 
Lancashire and to frack very near to 
the faults that they recognise. There 
is no UK safety distance regulation, 
so I consider this to be irresponsible.” 

Nevertheless, our government 
plans to fast-track this industry 
regardless of the consequences to 
public health or irreversible 
damage to our environment. 

Julie Wassmer 
East Kent Against Fracking 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 


AS part of our commitment to providing the 
best service to you, we have produced our 10 
guiding principles 

The way KoS will create our unique and 
compelling content is to follow these 10 
principles: 

Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 


2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 

4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division 
between news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 


8) Highlight topical issues of concern to 
people living in the county. 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are 
important to the well-being of the county and 
its people. 

We hope you enjoy Kent on Sunday. 
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images of kent 



Ponies in 
Thornden Woods 

by Teresa Russell, 
from Herne Bay 


To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk, or post it to Archant KOS 
Media, Images of Kent, Kent 
House, 81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP. Be sure to include your 
name, address and a contact 
telephone number. Unfortunately 
we cannot return any prints, and 
please do not send negatives. 
Note: all digital images must be 
no less than 200dpi. 


If your picture is printed on 
this page you will receive an 
any-duration Dover-Calais 
return crossing for a car and 
up to five passengers, valid 
for a year, courtesy of... 


myFERRYlink 

Owned and run by the crew 



Made in Ruthin, North Wales 

Sheep feet footstool by Baa Stool, from £255 


DISCOVER BEAUTIFUL 
BRITISH PRODUCTS 
FROM TOP QUALITY 
BRANDS TODAY AT 

gr eatbritishlife .co.uk 



GREAT Ci t 1 m best o-f d3vi-ti.sk 

BRITISH LIFE 
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Place your advert call: 

0844 887 2316 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad 
by text 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 515 7112 

calls cost £1.53 per min 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 



YOUR local dating service, run by the 

dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR area.. 


For a quicker service from your 

moblie call: 0906 500 5650 

calls cost £1.53 per minute plus network charges 

Or Text.. REPLY2 (leave a space) the six-digit 
box number (leave a space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY2 123456 
hi get in touch ... then send to 80098 Success¬ 
fully forwarded messages cost £1.50 per message 
(Max 160 characters). You must exchange 7 messages 
each before you can swap contact details. Messages 
may be moderated for your safety and security. 


"HE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT 
us at: 

www.bbjournal24.mydate24.co.uk 


users waiting to meet you., visit., www.bbjournal24.mydate24.co.uk 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies 
on: 

0906 515 7114 

calls cost £1.53 per min 


Women Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.53 
per minute plus network 
extras. Texts cost £1.50 oer 
message sent. 


GORGEOUS flower, Ashford 
Kent, 51, larger lady, large per¬ 
sonality, easy going, seeks 
male who likes dogs, animals 
for relationship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 417435 | 
SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls 
answered. Tel No: 0906 500 

1912 Box 413399 

KATIE, 5ft 5, slim dark hair, very 
attractive female, likes most 
things in life and a good laugh, 
looking for a similar male. Text 
only to Mailbox No: 4722127 
ADVENTUROUS sexy lady, 
38yrs, married but seeks no 
strings fun with discreet man, 
any age. I’m tall, slim and dom¬ 
inant. Aca. Tel No: 0906 500 

1913 Box 415301 

NICE female looking for decent 
genuine male for friendship to 
start out with. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4710874 
ANNE, mid 40's, cheerful busty 
curvy affectionate real woman! 
Seeks gent, any age or looks for 
nights at mine. Tel No: 0906 
500 1914 Box 410291 
BLONDE female, 5ft 1 ins, size 
12, likes meals out, drinks, 
nights in, walks, seeks male. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
409025 ® 

DISCREET lady, 42yrs wants to 
make you happy, come to me 
and let me do that for you. 
ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 1915 
Box 409901 

JAN 63, young at heart, petite, 
5ft 2ins, brown hair, blue eyes, 
GSOH, likes cooking, country¬ 
side, travel, days out, seeks 
easy going male, 60-70. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416349 | 

JANINE 36, faithful, sincere, 
will never stray seeking similar 
male. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 414629® 


out young at neart, gooa looking, 
enjoy life, socialising, beach 
walks, gardening, theatre, seeking 
male, 55-65 to share life with. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416171 


loves nights out, honest, loyal, fun 
to be with, looking for mature male 
for adult companionship, meals 
out and hopefully more. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 415561 $ 


TARA, confident lady, long legs, 
long hair, seeks a saucy man of 
any age for daytime, no strings 
fun. Tel No: 0906 515 4693 
Box 414701 

ATTRACTIVE lady early 50's, 
petite, Scandinavian blonde 
professional, WLTM profession¬ 
al, caring gent, 50-60's for 
attention and future together. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416569 

JAN 63, young at heart, petite, 
5ft 2ins, brown hair, blue eyes, 
GSOH, likes cooking, country¬ 
side, travel, days out, seeks 
easy going male, 60-70. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416349| 

ALISON 39, petite with long 
brown hair, hazel eyes, very lov¬ 
ing, seeking similar male for an 
uncomplicated relationship. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416517® 

ALISON 30, pretty, slim with 
long brown hair, fit and active 
seeks fit older male for ener¬ 
getic relationship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 416497® 
DEBORAH 4T intelligent 

brunette, lovely brown eyes, 
discreet, many interests, seeks 
similar male to share fun and 
good conversation. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416515® 

ATTRACTIVE black, athletic 
lady, varied interests, seeks 
similar white, old fashioned, 
genuine male for relationship. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416215 

MAY sexy black African female, 
38, hardworking, seeks gener¬ 
ous friendly male for mutual 
rewarding friendship. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416211 ® 

BLONDE female, 47, looking 
for fun, sensual, experienced, 
understanding, seeking similar. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415675® 


LOOK FORWARD TO THE WEEKEND! 

FIND PEOPLE NEAR YOU LOOKING FOR LOVE AND LAUGHTER 


DON’T LEAVE IT TO CHANCE! 



All messages received £1.50. Text STOP)? 89990 to exit at any time Minimum 7 messages must be sent 
before contact details can be exchanged This service is not computer generated Messages are responded 
to by realservice users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to chose a pubic 
space and do not give personal delate people you have not met Service provided by No Goats Ltd. 


CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


JACKIE 32, attractive profession¬ 

al, very smart and feminine, long 
brown hair, seeks smart, confi¬ 
dent, older male who knows how 
to treat a lady. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416297® 

BECKY 23, classy blonde, long 
blonde hair, blue eyes seeks lov¬ 
ing older guy to spoil and pamper 
her. Discretion assured/guaran¬ 
teed. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 416233® 

LINDA 26, cheeky, curvy brunette, 
a little shy at first, likes to look after 
herself, seeks dark haired male for 
discreet naughty but fun times. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416195® 

TERESA 39, petite, cuddly and 
bubbly seeks kind older male to 
travel, have fun, and take care of, 
pamper and flirt with. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 416081 ® 

LUCY stunning tall brunette, look¬ 
ing for exciting times, seeks like- 
minded, adventurous male who is 
willing to try anything once or 
maybe even twice! Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 416079® 
PETITE blonde, blue eyes, very 
feminine and sensual seeks 
younger male for friendship and I 
discreet fun. Can accommodate. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416077® 

SARAH 29yr old pretty slim single 
mum of one, interesting, lively, 
good fun, enjoys nights in/out, 
music, seeking similar easy going, 
genuine, honest man/dad to get to 
know. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:415841® 

ANGIE attractive nurse 39yrs, 
new to area/advertising, likes dog 
walking, being sociable, meals 
in/out, WLTM honest, fun male for 
possible Itr. looks unimportant. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415827® 

LISA attractive petite Filipino 
female, very lonely, wanting to find 
love, companionship and to be 
happy, looking for friendship and 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 415549® 

SUE 65, 5ft 8ins, blonde hair, fash¬ 
ionable, smoker, GSOH, enjoys 
meals out, travel, animals, WLTM 
kind, shyish man for friendship, 
maybe more. Thanet area. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 415735 ® 
INTELLIGENT funny guy without 
a huge ego required for damaged 
heart. Casey 39, size 10, curves in 
all the right paces, pretty, kind, lov¬ 
ing, genuine, romantic and avail¬ 
able. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 415509® 

BLACK lady 43, sincere, down to 
earth, fun loving, likes theatre, cin¬ 
ema, meals out, walks, seeking 
white gent with GSOH, sincere 
and down to earth. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 415477® 
JENNY voluptuous blonde tanned 
well-presented female, enjoys 
being and giving pampering, cook¬ 
ing, cosy nights, looking for some 
broadminded excitement. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 415399 ® 


NICOLETTE 32 petite profession¬ 
al attractive black female looking 
for similar hardworking white male 
who like me loves life and is seri¬ 
ous about finding a LTR. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 415545 ® 
PAT blonde blue eyed curvy, cud¬ 
dly female, attractive, likes swim¬ 
ming, gardening, holidays, my 
job/home, looking for happiness 
with quiet content grounded male. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415533® 

MANDY 35, petite attractive slim 
female with very GSOH, likes to 
keep fit, meals in/out, WLTM gen¬ 
uine child friendly guy/dad for fun 
times together. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 415513® 

JACKIE very pretty leggy well- 
mannered/educated 28yr old 
female, loves nights in/out, sports, 
WLTM sincere male up to 35yrs 
for friendship, hopefully Itr. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 415377 ® 


attractive, nice eyes, good figure, 
GSOH, OHAC, great job, sick of 
never meeting Mr Right, looking 
for someone special. Genuine 
male please. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 415187® 

ALISON 27yr old very bored 
broadminded female with plenty of 
free time on her hands looking for 
some adult fun times. Call me, I 
won’t disappoint. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 415177® 

DEE lonely divorced female, slim, 
bubbly, attractive redhead, loves 
cuddles, looking for a man who 
can restore my faith in love and 
make me laugh. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 414961 ® 

JACKIE extremely sensual lady 
but for your eyes-only! likes hors¬ 
es, keeping fit, gardening looking 
for genuine love interest and com¬ 
panionship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 414721 ® 

TERI separated single lady, 
blonde, blue eyes, slim, WLTM 
compatible male for genuine 
friendship, meals out, weekends 
away, nights out and more. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414361 ® 


Men Seeking 

mydate24] 



REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.53 
per minute plus network 
extras. Texts cost £1.50 oer 
message sent. 


CARING man enjoys going out, 
looking for someone to take out 
and have a laugh and to share 
some nights in! Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4736191 
ED, retired Essex guy, astute & 
wise. N/S. no ties, with looks & 
humour seeks younger female 
needing life's mentor/tutor. Text 
only to Mailbox No: 4485189 

GENUINE fun sexy healthy guy 
55, with no ties, looking to date 
attractive lady 45/57 for fun times 
and more. Text only to Mailbox 
No:4717147 

GARETH handsome 40's pilot, 
strong tall build, seeks daytime 
discreet passion with lady 30-65. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414421® 

KIND, tall, medium build, smart, 
easy going widower, 71 WLM 
Lady 60s early 70s, for easy going 
friendship OHAC. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4641218 
MALE, attractive, kind, loyal, gen¬ 
tle, no ties, looking for kind, gentle, 
small lady for friendship and LTR. 
Text only to Mailbox No: 
4711124 

DOVER male 54 seeks female for 
friendship, conversation and 
maybe more. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4682630 
STU 52, looking for a sincere 
women to share the long winter 
nights with. Text only to Mailbox 
No:4609904 

MALE blond hair, blue eyes, seek¬ 
ing female with GSOH, 45-60. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416445® 


KEEN cyclist 58, non competitive, 
seeks similar female for sea wall, 
countryside ride, walking etc for 
fun, laughs and whatever. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 413337 
FEMALE pillion passenger sought 
for motor cycle rides / adventures 
and anything else good/bad. Any 
age/status, 59yr old male. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 416827 ® 
CHIPS on the pier, walks on the 
beach/countryside, VGSOH, 58yrs 
old, fit male, seeks female for 
laughs and love and whatever. NE 
Kent. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 411725 

LOCAL Sevenoaks man, seeks 
local lady for fun and friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 417127® 

MALE 46, wishes to meet female 
of similar age for fun, friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 415923 
PETE 49, slim, 5ft 7in s, smoker, 
creative, likes art, live bands, out¬ 
doors, seeks similar female for 
LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:416421 ® 

HARRY 50, ex soldier, 6ft, well 
built, seeking lady to wine and 
dine. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 417015® 

BARRY divorced, 6ft, well built, 
seeking fun time girl for good 
times. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 412717 

JACK 47, tall, good looking, aver¬ 
age build, GSHOH, seeks slim, 
broad minded female, any age for 
discreet no strings fun. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416567 ® 


GRAHAM 

tall, semi 
retired, Piscean, 
likes sailing, seeks 
female, any nationality. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 415463® 

EASY going male, 48, divorced, 
kids grown up time to meet 
someone new. Enjoy most 
things and will give anything 
ago. Text only Mailbox no: 
4646694 

TALL male, likes meals out, 
seeking female for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416899 
JACK 47, tall, good-looking, 
average build, GSOH, seeks 
broadminded female for discreet 
no strings fun. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416867 ® 
ASHFORD male, 66, GSOH, 
easy going, smoker, down to 
earth, adventurous, seeks like- 
minded female for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416845 ® 
FEMALE pillion passenger 
sought for motor cycle rides / 
adventures and anything else 
good/bad. Any age/status, 59yr 
old male. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416827 ® 

KEEN cyclist 58, non competi¬ 
tive, seeks similar female for sea 
wall, countryside ride, walking 
etc for fun, laughs and whatever. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:413337 

CHIPS on the pier, walks on the 
beach/countryside, VGSOH, 
58yrs old, fit male, seeks female 
for laughs and love and whatev¬ 
er. NE Kent. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 411725 
FEMININE sensual female, 
slim-medium build wanted by 
slim, kind male for daytime 
meets, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414809 ® 

JON seeking female for fun and 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416771 ® 

MALE 46, wishes to meet 
female of similar age for fun, 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415923 ® 

MALE 70's, fit, looking for lady 
to share life with. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 416663 ® 


MALE 

blond 
hair, blue 
eyes, 
seeking 

female _ 

with 
GSOH, 45-60. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 416445® 

JACK 47, tall, good looking, 
average build, GSOH, seeks 
slim, broadminded, submissive 
female, any age for discreet no 
strings fun. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416435® 

PETE 49, slim, 5ft 7in s, smoker, 
creative, likes art, live bands, 
outdoors, seeks similar female 
for LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 416421 ® 

SIMON 49, actor, likes music, 
films, reading, writing, loop 
holes, Thailand, Singapore, 
seeking pretty female, 35 plus 
for friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416345® 
ELDERLY Redhill male, seeks 
slim lady to reignite ones 
thoughts of female company. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416221 

ACTIVE honest, reliable, loyal, 
N/S male, 70, varied interests, 
seeks slim, positive, 60's lady for 
friendship and more. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415931 ® 



JOHN 

67, gen¬ 
tle, easy 
going, good 
natured, seeks 
affectionate, loving 
black female, any age for 
friendship and fun times. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415913® 

MALE 46, wishes to meet female 
of similar age for fun, friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 415923® 

74YR old retired, widowed male, 
fit, young looking, seeking 
younger female for fun and friend¬ 
ship. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:415855 

LONELY 75yr old male, OHAC, 
tall, medium build, genuine, lov¬ 
ing, kind, seeking lovely kind lady. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415791 ® 

Gay 

Seeking 


| Sim ply T ext: 

L Then send to 

>80098 

•EG send WINK 123456 to 80098 

80098 costs {150 per message. To STOP test 

stop to 80098 - -- •— - 

Ltd. SW4 7BX 



. Service provided by IMedialJK 
Need Help? Cell 0207 720 7130 

WELL built 6ft tall ex soldier QUIET easy going gent, likes 
would like to be given my orders nights in/out, seeks kind, caring 
by a special lady and to have fun white female for friendship, 
times with. Text Only Mailbox maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
Box No: 4420728 7112 Box No: 416055 ® 


MALE 70's, fit, looking for lady to 
share life with. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416663® 

JACK 47, tall, good looking, 
average build, GSHOH, seeks 
slim, broad minded female, any 
age for discreet no strings fun. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416567® 

BRITISH white professional 
male, seeking intelligent, inde¬ 
pendent Asian/black female, 30- 
42 for LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 415961 ® 


MATURE businessman, seeking 
slim, independent young female 
for mutual pleasure. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416023® 

ASIAN male, 68, US educated, 
seeks black/European female of 
similar age, discreet, East 
London. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 415997 
WHITE Spanish male, 42, work 
full time, seeks African lady, 20- 
45 for relationship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 415941 ® 


GAY male 54 years old, seeks gay 
male 40 to 42 years old for 121 
long lasting relationship. Text 
only to Mailbox No: 4732986 
Bl male, slim, passive, seeks 
older bi M, 75- 90, for gentle fun 
and friendship. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4398888 
MAIDSTONE bi male, clean- 
shaven, N/S, seeks similar bi 
male, N/S for meetings. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 416737 
PASSIVE male, 60, overweight 
seeks assertive male for daytime 
fun, cannot accommodate. Text 
Only Mailbox Box No: 4321273 


M 


Follow us 

on 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 090 calls cost £1.53 per min. plus network charges. Calls from Mobiles will be considerably higher. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsub¬ 
scribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed to receive 1 - 4 mes¬ 
sages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon show. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. 
No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to chose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. Some advertisers on this page come from our national database. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats 
Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message to opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 
7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national data¬ 
base and from our pdc app. 
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K aleidoscope Therapeutic Child Care 
is a specialist service set in Kent 
which provides foster care for 
children and young people. 

We were established over 18 
years ago, and have retained our small, family 
friendly character. We have successfully 
worked with some of the most vulnerable and 
traumatised children in the country. 

We pride ourselves on being able to support 
our carers to maintain long term placements 
and help our children to work through some of 
the complex difficulties they arrive with so that 
they have the opportunity to grow into happy, 
well-balanced young people with the best 
chances of living a successful life. 

It is an exciting time to join the company, as we 
have a number of new carers coming on board, 
so new carers can begin their fostering journey 


together at Kaleidoscope whilst still benefiting 
from the experience of a well-established and 
knowledgeable organisation. 

In return for your commitment, Kaleido¬ 
scope offers a professional fee, training, 
development and lots of support. 

Benefits of becoming a foster carer for 
Kaleidoscope: 

■ You will be joining a small, family friendly 
company, where you will be a key part of the 
team around the child 

■ Tax free earnings currently from £1,776 to 
£2,340 a month plus additional allowances. 

■ 24 hour support, continuous training & 
development and paid planned breaks. 

■ The opportunity to make a real difference to 
young people who haven’t had the experience 
of good family life 

To find out more, please call 01795 830006. 



osier carers 


care of 
finances 


0 6 

A. Williams Giles has been involved with 
fostering for over 25 years when we were 
advisors in the formation of the very first 
independent fostering agency, so there is not 
much about fostering tax and accounts that 
we don’t know. 

We have a specialist Foster Carer Team. 
They know all the quirks of fostering and are 
able to give you good solid advice in language 
that you can understand. 

All our foster carer clients are looked 
after by their own foster carer consultant. 

Our clients are welcome to phone, 
e-mail or pop in - offering a personal 
service is absolutely key to us. 

O. So do you need an accountant? 

A. That depends on you and how organised 
you are. 

All foster carers are self-employed and have 
to submit self-assessment returns to HM 
Revenue and Customs (HMRC). 

Although completing your tax return 
online is relatively straightforward, 
you do have to be aware of the tax 
deadlines, as penalties are applied for late 
submission, regardless of whether you have 
any tax due. 

We often find that National Insurance is 



overlooked when carers deal with their own 
affairs so you may not get the credits or 
exemptions you are entitled to. 

If your life is hectic and you would like to 
be reminded of the deadlines or have someone 
to talk to HMRC on your behalf, it is better 
to get help because tax penalties can quickly 
get out of control. 

One carer we took on was more than nine 
months late completing his return which had 
already cost him in excess of £1,300 in 
penalties. We had him all up to date within 
a week. 


„ Kaleidoscope 

Vljr mtfAPturic child care 1 


& '(W'br Caxex 

4D\TISftDDDfc 



Kaleidoscope Theraputic Child Care Kent | Become a foster carer in Kent 


EVERYTHING we do strives to achieve a better life for EVERY child in our care, no matter what. 
Our Kent based fostering agency was founded in the early nineties with the view to remaining small, 
where everyone would benefit from knowing each other 


If you’re interested in fostering please call 01795 830006 
or check our website www.ktcc.co.uk for further information 


Specialist Accountants with 
Over 25 Years Experience in the Fostering Sector 


Services for Foster Carers 


eturn 


Prepare your Tax Return 
Advice on Tax and National Insurance position 
Dealing with HMRC on your behalf 
Expense Claims against enhanced fees 
In depth knowledge of unique tax rules including 
Staying Put and Shared Lives Schemes 
Own allocated Tax Consultant 
Fixed Fee 


Services for Fostering Agencies 


Seminars for Carers 

Statutory Accounts and Audit 

Consultancy Services 

Business Sale and Purchase Assistance 

Corporate Restructuring 

Payroll and Bookkeeping Service 


JffTSl williamsglles 
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^0 @fosteringtax 


T: 01795 478044 


E: tax@williamsgiles.co.uk 


www.fosteringtax.co.uk 

www.williamsgiles.co.uk 


12 Conqueror Court 

Sittingbourne 

Kent 
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» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 
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NEW CROSSOVER: eye-catching 
-■Kadjar arrives this autumn 


French marque's sales continue to outperform the UK market and will 
undoubtedly surge again with arrival of new crossover 


R ENAULT aims to follow up success 
with the Captur - arguably the most 
stylish compact crossover on offer - 
by launching a bigger brother this 
autumn. 

The Kadjar will rival sister brand Nissan’s star 
performer, the Oashqai, but the so-called Renault- 
Nissan Alliance obviously sees in-house competi¬ 
tion as a good thing. 

And the opposition will need to be on their toes 
too if the Kadjar does as well as the Captur has for 
Renault’s sales and image. 

No prices have been announced yet but the 
Kadjar - part SUV, MPV/estate car and hatchback 
- offers two or four-wheel drive, C02 emissions as 
low as 99g/km and up to 74.3mpg. 

Its arrival will underpin a dramatic Renault revival 
since the brand caught a cold in 2012, losing market 
share and being forced to slash its model line-up. 

The French brand has since roared back by 
racking up growth well ahead of the overall UK 
market trend, all the more impressive when Re¬ 
nault’s budget subsidiary, Romania’s Dacia - 
launched in 2013 - must surely nibble its sister 
brand’s volumes as well as those of rival brands. 

Renault has also benefitted from the arrival of 
the cheeky Twingo city car, with its compact 


DRIVING 

FORCE: 

the Clio 

always 

underpins 

Renault 

sales 


rear-wheel drive five-door format. 

But the twin driving force of the range has 
been two cars that people really want to be seen 
in - a philosophy that has rescued the company 
before. And these are the latest and sharpest ever 
Clio supermini and the aforementioned Captur. 

But Renault has now cast itself as the cham¬ 


pion of electric power too, with impressive con¬ 
tenders in both commercial and passenger car 
markets, in the form of the Kangoo ZE light van 
and Zoe city car. 

The five-door Zoe is proof that electric cars 
don’t need to look like they’ve been styled by a 
thwack with a giant frying pan. 


By Steve Loader 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 
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People carrier in the great Peugeot tradition 


French marque’s 5008 is one of the most stylish and comfortable people carriers 
and cheap to run in diesel format, writes Steve Loader... 



T RYING to make an MPV 
stylish is hard - function¬ 
ality is a killer of a brief for 
any car designer. 

But some MPV designs 
succeed better than most and the 
Peugeot 5008 (from £20,145) is one 
of the best and continues a famous 
Peugeot tradition where the ‘5’ 
number offers maximum people 
carrying power, as with the 504 and 
505 - the latter being a seven-seat 
workhorse much loved by French 
rural families. 

I’ll concede upfront that its modern 
day people carrier counterpart suffers 
from the usual ‘saggy and baggy’ 
MPV handling that goes with a tall 
body on a chassis built to carry 
passengers and weight in comfort. 

That said, the 5008 has cut a dash 
in most other ways since arriving in 
2010 and, testament that the French 
marque got it pretty much right first 
time, comes the fact that last year’s 
‘facelift’ really did consist of a few 
nips and tucks. 

The range was already blessed with 
one of the best and most frugal 
powertrain line-ups, and the test car’s 
1.6-litre 120PS (119bhp) turbodiesel 
could just be the best option. 

Mated with a smooth six-speed 


gearbox it is lively enough to move the 
laden seven-seater nicely even at 
motorway speeds, but also has a 
claimed 64mpg (combined cycle) and 
road tax of just £30 a year - zero in 
year one. That’s economical motoring 
for such a big and versatile car. 

The cabin is executive class too on 


even the lowliest models, while the 
flagship Allure trim (£24,900) on 
test is positively luxurious and 
highlights exemplary fit and finish 
- Peugeot has raised its game here 
lately - plus the vital versatility that 
MPV buyers demand. 

The 5008 has good individual 



seating for seven or multiple 
permutations - helped by the sliding 
mechanism on the three second row 
chairs - and with all five rear seats 
capable of folding flat for van duties. 

Rarely for this sector, the rearmost 
pair also takes adults rather than 
being restricted to passengers who 


Peugeot 5008 Allure 
BlueHDi 120 


Price: 

from £24,900 

Driving appeal: 

★★★ 

Image: 

★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★ 

Best rival: 

Citroen Grand 

C4 Picasso 


keep asking Dad “are we there yet?” 
when he’s already ratty from having 
to buy an MPV. 

A full-length panoramic roof plus 
powered sunblind standard on the 
Allure and the head-up display in 
your sight line, showing speed and a 
distance alert for the car in front, is a 
real boon. 

From previous experience though, 

I would avoid the six-speed EGC 
(electronic gearbox controlled) 
transmission. On paper, this 
clutchless manual option delivers 
better and greener performance than 
the standard manual for just £400 
extra, but fully auto changes are 
jerky and erratic. Buy it if you mostly 
drive manually and would use auto 
only in town traffic; avoid if you 
habitually drive an automatic 
because it won’t be smooth enough 
in most situations. 



THANKS MUM 6 DAD 
I DIDN’T MEAN ANY OP 
THE BAD THINGS I’VE 
EVER SAID ABOUT YOU’ 


OWN * INSURE • SERVICE 
LOW MONTHLY PAYMENTS 

(representative 3.9% APR) 


For once, parents and lovely off-spring 
can agree, driving a Fiat 500 has never 
been more of a breeze. Low monthly 
payments* give you 3 years peace of 
mind. With servicing* and telematics 
insurance* included, you just turn the 
key and off you go. Harmony, it 
seems, is a car called the Fiat 500. 

For more information visit 
fiat500withinsurance.co.uk. 


N0RTHGATE CANTERBURY, 1 WESTMINSTER ROAD, CANTERBURY, KENT C T1 1 YY. 

TEL: 0 1 227 828200 W W W. N 0 R T H G AT E - G R 0 U P. C 0 . U K 

Fuel consumption figures for Fiat 500 range in mpg (1/100km): Urban 49.6 (5.7) - 64.2 (4.4); Extra Urban 65.7 (4.3) - 91.1 (3.1); Combined 58.9 (4.8) - 76.3 (3.7). 

C0 2 emissions 113 - 90 g/km. Fuel consumption and C0 2 figures based on standard EU tests for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. ‘Finance subject to status. Guarantees may be required. Fiat Financial Services 
PO BOX 4465, Slough, SL1 0RW. f The servicing plan includes three annual services, authorised service stamps and any product or software update. This plan includes all the parts, labour and fluids required to perform the service schedule created for your car. A Fixed 
price telematics insurance from Carrot Insurance subject to status. Underwritten by Zurich Insurance pic. Promotion available for customers aged 18 to 30, on new Fiat 500 1.2 hatchback models (excluding limited editions). Excess mileage charges apply. 
The package consists of two separate Fiat Financial Services agreements with a blended representative 3.9%APR. The first agreement is a Fiat i-Deal POP agreement with the servicing plan included; this is a three year agreement at representative 2.4% APR. The second 
agreement is a personal loan for the insurance; this is a one year agreement which will be renewed annually for 3 years at representative 9.49%APR, subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Go to www.fiat500withinsurance.co.uk for full details. We work with a 
number of creditors including Fiat Financial Services. 
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holidays 


Call 

01895 833333 

for bookings 
and information 



Holidays offered b 

GN Holidays 
& Voyages 

Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 

ABTA NoY0291 -ATOL9362 
info@gnvoyages.co.uk 
www.gnholidays.com 
www.gnvoyages.co.uk 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 

Closed Bank Holiday weekends. 



0ABTA 







18 May £109pp j 5 June £89pp 
8 June £119pp j 19 June £89pp 
15 June £119pp j 


6 July £139pp 
13 July £139pp 
20 July £139pp 


3 July £109pp 
17 July £109pp 


7 Aug £109pp 
14 Aug £109pp 


3 Aug £139pp 
10 Aug £139pp 
31 Aug £139pp 


4 NIGHTS 

MON-FRI 


3 NIGHTS 

FRI-MON 


Free Drinks 
£10pp deposit 
Entertainment 
C ar Ferry include d 
Over 40s only 


Warner Bembridge 


Bosworth Hall Hotel, Leicestershire 


Chatsworth Hotel, Worthing 

June - August, 2015 • 4 nights half board, £239pp • Quote: CH-KOS 

Worthing's Chatsworth Hotel is one of the finest hotels on the south coast. Close to the sea and a 
short stroll from the town centre, the Chatsworth is a 3-star hotel in a Grade ll-listed building, 
steeped in history with a distinctive Georgian frontage. Well known locally for offering impeccable 
service and a warm welcome, the hotel has a silver tourism award for quality. A well-stocked 
games room, has two slate-bedded Snooker tables,a pool table, table tennis, darts and a skittle 
alley. All bedrooms are en-suite and a lift services all floors. 

INCLUDED: 4 nights stay at Chatsworth Hotel sharing a twin/double bedded room with en-suite 
facilities • 4 dinners and 4 breakfasts 


July - August, 2015 • 4 nights halfboard, £l39pp - Quote: BS-KOS 

Enjoy a great value, relaxing summer break at Bosworth Hall Hotel, set in 11 acres of landscaped 
gardens in the village of Market Bosworth near Leicester. The hotel has a leisure club with an 
indoor pool, gym, tennis courts, bike hire and more - extra charge applies. There's plenty to see 
and do within a short drive of Market Bosworth; Twycross Zoo, West Midlands Safari Park and 
Drayton Manor Park are close by as are Bosworth Water Trust and the National Forest. 

INCLUDED: 4 nights stay at Bosworth Hall Hotel sharing a twin/double bedded room with en- 
suite facilities • 4 dinners and 4 breakfasts 


You cannot book these self-drive breaks direct with the hotels/resorts 


Back to the 60s Carry on New Year Party 

8 January, 2016 -3 nights halfboard-plus, from £229pp • Quote: BP1C0N-K0S 

Join us for a private party that extends the New Year festivities and takes us on a trip down memory lane at 
Warner Bembridge on the Isle of Wight. Our over 40s weekend break includes a gala New Year's Eve party - 
complete with countdown to midnight and Free Drinks every night. The entertainment line-up features 60s 
Bands The Fourmost and Union Gap, plus a tribute to Dusty Springfield with Maxine Mazunder. 

INCLUDED: Free drinks from 6pm to midnight every night - house beers & spirits, wine by the glass, pumped 
soft drinks & pumped mixers • 3 dinners and 3 breakfasts • Live nightly entertainment • 3 nights en-suite 
chalet - hotel upgrades available • Return car ferry 


Optional Come Dancing Party Package 

Just £50pp extra • Quote: BP1 DAN-KOS 

Fans of Strictly Come Dancing and dance enthusiasts can add dance tuition, dance 
cabaret, social dancing, a Gala Ball and much more to this special weekend at 
Bembridge. Richard Still and Morgan Hemphill, 6Times UKTen Dance Champions, will 
demonstrate for us on the Friday and Saturday evenings and provide a mini Latin 
workshop on Saturday afternoon. With a huge 8,860 sq ft dance floor and reserved 
tables and seating exclusively for a maximum of 200 dance guests, comfort and space 
are guaranteed. Tuition - up to 8 hours - is courtesy of Philip Wylie of Ballroom & Latin 
Dance specialists Holiday & Dance. 


Christmas Cracker Party through the Decades j Best of the 60s & 70s Christmas Party 


20 November, 2015-3 nights half board-plus, £l29pp • Quote: CC11 -KOS 

Join us for an over 40s Christmas party weekend to remember as we re-wind the decades and go 
back to the 60s, 70s and 80s at Pontins Pakefield, by the sea near Lowestoft, Suffolk. Enjoy live 
music from original 70s band Brotherhood of Man, 60s rockers The Swinging Blue Jeans and the 
new touring show Whitney - Queen of The Night. Add 3 Free Drinks per person per night and 
you've got the perfect recipe for a great party weekend. 

INCLUDED: 3 Free drinks every night - house beers & spirits, wine by the glass, pumped soft 
drinks & mixers • 3 breakfasts & 3 dinners • Full entertainment programme • 3 nights en-suite 
chalet - upgrade available • Towels & linen 


27 November, 2015-3 nights half board-plus, from £239pp • Quote: XN11 -KOS 

Great Entertainment, Free Drinks, and a super location make Warner's Norton Grange resort, at 
Yarmouth on the Isle of Wight, our most popular Christmas Party venue. This Christmas we're 
featuring music from the 60s and 70s including Edison Lighthouse (Love Grows where my 
Rosemary goes) plus tributes to Dusty Springfield and Tom Jones and lots of festive and nostalgic 
fun. There's also a Free Bar from 6pm to midnight every night. 

INCLUDED: Free drinks from 6pm to midnight every night - house beers & spirits, wine by the 
glass, pumped soft drinks & pumped mixers • 3 dinners and 3 breakfasts • Live nightly 
entertainment • 3 nights en-suite chalet - upgrades available • Return car ferry 


Grand Burstin Hotel, Folkestone 

May-August, 2015-3 or 4 nights half board, from £89pp • Quote: GB-KOS 

The Grand Burstin Hotel is set in a prime position overlooking Folkestone Harbour. It is renowned as 
one of the UK's top entertainment hotels, so you can relax, dine in style and be entertained all under 
one roof. Cabaret shows are performed every evening - fantastic entertainment for all ages! The 
Spindles Health Club has an indoor heated Swimming pool, sauna and a state of the art gym (£4 
per session payable on site). 

INCLUDED: 3 or 4 nights sharing a twin/double-bedded en suite room • Breakfast and dinner 
each day • Entertainment every night • Free wifi 


4-star Beaumont Estate, Windsor 

August, 2015 • 3 nights half board, £l 79pp • Quote: BE-KOS 

Set in 40 acres of stunning parkland on the edge of historic Windsor, Beaumont Estate is a majestic 
hotel. There's a vast range of attractions nearby including Windsor Great Park, Legoland, Thorpe Park, 
Windsor Castle and Windsor Racecourse. The bedrooms are charming, cosy, and thoughtfully 
furnished to create a relaxing environment after a long day of exploration. All have en-suite facilities 
and feature wireless high-speed Internet access and flat-screen HD TVs. 

INCLUDED: 3 nights sharing a standard twin/double-bedded en suite room • Breakfast and 
dinner each day • Free wifi 
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Chaucer College Canterbury 

Chaucer College Canterbury 

HOMESTAY FAMILIES WANTED 

EXCELLENT RATES OF PAY 

This Japanese College on University 
Road, Canterbury is looking for host 
families, 

1 or 2 students for regular two week 
periods. Must be located either in 
Canterbury or surrounding areas. 
Interested families should contact the 
college for an informal discussion on 
01227 787800, or email: 
d.conroy@chaucercollege.co.uk 

or alternatively visit our website 
www.chaucercollege.co.uk/recruitment.html 


Currently looking for 

CSCS Labourers, Handymen, Traffic 
Marshalls, Construction Tradesmen 

for upcoming work in Tonbridge Wells 


For more information call 

Deployuk 02074340300 



ASHFORD: CANTERBURY: FOLKESTONE: 

6-7 JUNE | 6-7 AUGUST | 24-25 OCT. 

Learn how to take blood 

TRAIN ASA PHLEBOTOMIST 


Introduction to Phlebotomy 
TWO DAY COURSES 


No previous experience necessary ^ 

m 'j HIGH DEMAND IN HOSPITALS, G.P. SURGERIES, G&opate 

' COMMUNITY, PRIVATE SECTOR, MILITARY, ETC. Training 



WWW. geopace.com 

NATIONALLY ACCREDITED COURSES 


Forefront Utilities 

NCO ‘GAS TEAMS’ REQUIRED FOR IMMEDIATE STARTS 
LOCATIONS IN ESSEX & KENT 
EXCELLENT RATES 
01702 507454 
recruitment@ffq.uk.com 

Forefront Utilities is an equal opportunities employer. 
A wholly owned subsidiary of Renew Holdings pic 
Registration no. 03214416 


HELP URGENTLY 

required 


Tuition and fees paid for first year London University 
International Degree in Politics or Sociology or 
Business Studies, in return for office help including 
computer/paper filing based in Sittingbourne. 
Minimum of 5 GCSEs or equivalent required . 

See website (www.davidjohnspurling.com) 
for further information about the business. 

Apply in writing to the address below. 

David Spurling, 13 Periwinkle Close, Sittingbourne, 
MElO 2JT. Closing date 4th June 2015 


EWT (DARTFORD) LTD 

Long established haulier requires 


Permanent HGV1 C+E 
Day Drivers 


for its Dartford and Paddock Wood depots. 
Competitive salary 
and top specification trucks. 

Contact EWT Dartford on 
01322 279886 

or apply in writing with your cv to 
soneil@freshservice.co.uk 


For more Job Opportunities 

visit us onlme ai . . . 

jobs 24.co.uk 

/ IN-PAPER * ONLINE * ON MDBELE 


NMCFL 



As one of the leading specialists for food logistics in Europe Tasks: LGV Driving Positions 
with more than 100 locations in 16 European countries, we 

offer you all prerequisites for your professional success. Each Depot Location: 
day approx. 11,000 employees contribute to provide the 

products of our customers at the right temperature to the right N age | Langdons - DOVER 
place at the right time. We appreciate this performance and 

therefore permanently invest in the training of our employees. Various Shift Patterns 


Cat C and Cat C+E LGV Drivers - Various Shifts 
Reporting to Depot Management Team 


Type of contract: Permanent 


Your Responsibilities: 

• C or C+E LGV Driving licence 

• Hold an in date digital 
tachograph card 

• Hold an in date Driver 
Qualification Card DCPC 

• Distribution operations 

• Good knowledge of working 
time directive and tachograph 
legislation 

• Ability to engage with 
customers and delivery points. 

• Creative and able to deal with 
ambiguity to find effective 
solutions to constraints such 
as, tight time scales and 
changes to plans. 


www.nagel-group.com 


Your Profile: 

• Ability to use initiative 

• Calm under pressure 

• Motivated 

• Good personal organisation 

• Team worker 


Our Offer: 

You can expect an exciting 
job in the logistics Industry. 
You will receive a structured 
Induction and continued on 
and off the job training and 
support 

We offer you an employment 
relationship with attractive 
conditions in a family-owned 
company. 


We look forward to your application! 

Please send your completed documents including salary requirement and earliest availability 
by e-mail to: kevin.pout@nagel-langdons.co.uk 


BRADSTOW SCHOOL 

Bradstow is a creative and unique residential school for children between the ages of 5 & 19. It is situated 
in 13 acres of parkland just a few hundred metres from the sandy beaches of Broadstairs.We seek to 
meet the needs of children and young people with autism and severe learning difficulties with associated 
behaviours that may be challenging. We have achieved national recognition for our developments in 
Communication and Behaviour Management. 


HOUSEPARENT- EXTENDED PROVISION 

Working as part of the childcare team, this role involves providing care and support to students 
mornings, evenings and weekends being a student’s Keyworker and some management responsibility. 
£22,442 - £25,416 pa - 41 hours per week, All Year Round 

TEAM SUPPORT WORKERS - Residential Care 

As part of the childcare team, these roles involve providing care and support to the children 
and young people in childcare teams mornings, evenings and weekends.These roles are aimed at 
candidates with some experience of Care work. 

£ 14,338 - £ 15,207 plus 10% pa - 41 hours per week, (including weekends) 

- Term time only, plus 2 weeks * 


CHILDCARE SUPPORT ASSISTANTS 

As part of the childcare teams, these roles involve providing care and support to the children and 
young people mornings, evenings and weekends. No experience required,full training will be given.. 
£ I 1,752 - £ 12,085 plus 10% pa - 36.5 hours per week, 

(including weekends - more hours available) - Term time only, plus 2 weeks* 


FLEXIBANKTEAM SUPPORT WORKERS 

To provide additional support a cover within either the classrooms or residences. 

Flexi-bank - £7.43 per hour - When required 
(up to 41 hours per week including split shifts and weekends) 


*For these roles there will also be up to a maximum of two weeks for the school’s 
respite care provision if required, for which extra payment would be paid. 

For all posts we look for candidates who are mature, warm, creative and open to learning with a 
patient and caring attitude to deal sensitively with vulnerable children. 

We are committed to sustainability and preserving the environment and therefore encourage 
applications by email, so for an application form and information pack please email 
personnel@bradstow.wandsworth.sch.uk. 

Or you may call 01843 608727 (24 hour recruitment answer machine). 

Please note that CVs will not be considered. 

The closing date for all applications is midnight Thursday I Ith June 2015. 
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Be part of our successful team 

Media Sales Office 
based Executive 



Plus bonus potential 

Here at Archant Kent we are looking for a Office 
based Media Sales Executive in Ashford to support 
and increase business in our publications and 
online as we continue to grow. 

We want ambitious people to join our successful 
sales teams and are looking for IT-literate individuals 
who are task focused with a good eye for detail. 

You must be able to communicate well both 
verbally and in writing. 

If you think you have the talent we require, you are 
ambitious, target driven and want to be part of our growth 
plans then we want to hear from you immediately 

The exceptional benefits include five weeks annual 
leave, and a contributory pension and life assurance 
scheme (after qualifying period). 


A wide range of voluntary benefits include a 
cycle scheme,childcare vouchers, contributory private health 
scheme and Archant Gold (charity matched funding). 


To find out more: 

wvsrw.archant.co.uk/ 

vacancies 


ARCHANT 


} 


or email: 

employment© 

archant.co.uk 


^ Kent on Sunday 

Kent Life 


Spencer Private Hospitals are two hospitals situated in East Kent. The larger of the two hospitals is 
a 22 bed independent hospital situated at the QEQM Hospital in Margate, whilst the second hospital 
is a 4 bed independent hospital based at the William Harvey Hospital in Ashford. Both hospitals 
have a reputation for providing excellent medical and surgical facilities supported by Specialist 
Consultants, Specialist Nurses and Physiotherapists. We have state of the art diagnostic equipment 
and exceptionally high standards of nursing care. 


The continuing growth of our business has resulted in a vacancy for the following staff: 

Business Office Administrator - Dover 

Full time Hours: 37.5 per week Closing date: 29/05/2015 
Salary: £16,487.75 per annum 

Qualifications and Experience 

• Maths and English GCSE A*-C or equivalent 

• 2 years’ experience working within an Administrative environment 

• Good IT Skills 

• Excellent Customer Service skills 

• Experience in the health sector desirable 

Interviews for this role will be held on 9th June 2015 

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, 

please contact: Danielle Edwards, Business Office Supervisor, on 01304 245955 

or Danielle.edwards@spencerhospitals.com 

Medical Audio Typist/ Admin Support - Margate 

Full time Hours: 37.5 per week Closing date: 05/06/2015 
Salary: £17,597.25 per annum 

Qualifications 

• Maths and English GCSE A*-C or equivalent 

• Previous Medical Audio Typing and experience working in a medical environment 

• Excellent IT skills (Word, Excel) 

• Excellent Customer Service Skills 

Interviews for this role will be held on 11th June 2015 

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: Julie 
Pain, Administration Supervisor, 01843 234558 
orJulie.pain@spencerhospitals.com 

Medical Secretary - Margate 

Full time Hours: 37.5 per week Closing date: 05/06/2015 

Salary: £19,552.50 per annum 
Qualifications and Experience 

• Maths and English GCSE A*-C Grade 

• Excellent Customer Service Skills 

• 2 years’ experience working in a medical environment 

• Excellent IT skills (Word, Excel) 

Interviews for this role will be held on 12th June 2015 

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: Julie 

Pain, Administration Supervisor, 01843 234558 

orJulie.pain@spencerhospitals.com 

For a job description and application form please visit 

www.spencerprivatehospitals.com/careers 

Alternatively, please contact Justine Whittle, HR Assistant 

Telephone: 01304 245943 

E-mail: recruitment@spencerhospitals.com 


Spencer Private Hospitals is an equal opportunity employer. These positions 
is subject to a Disclosure and Barring check. 



Aiding Independence Ltd 

"Supporting People to Live Independently" 


% 


JOBS MATCHED TO YOUR CV 


We are looking for 

FULL TIME SUPPORT WORKERS 

To support adults with a learning disability with all aspects of their 
daily living and personal care. 

You must be flexible, available to work any 5 days out of 7 
including weekends, early mornings, evenings and sleep in duties 
on a rota basis. 

Experience preferred, however, training will be provided. 
Hourly pay £7.50 per hour. 

For an application formplease call 01227 741006 
or email: aidingindependencel 1 @btconnect.com 



Public Sector 



LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


Planning & Compulsory Purchase Act (2004) 

(as amended) 

Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) 
Regulations 2012 

Urban Design Framework Supplementary Planning Document 

Public Consultation 

Tunbridge Wells Borough Council is currently consulting on the draft Urban Design Framework 
Supplementary Planning Document in accordance with regulation 13 of the Town and Country 
Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012. 

Public consultation commences on Monday 01 June 2015 and runs for six weeks until Monday 
13 July 2015. 

The framework provides a description of the urban structure of the town centre, its key attributes 
and some of the opportunities for improvement. It then provides guidance on an integrated 
approach to improving the public realm and spaces; enhancing movement and accessibility; 
and improving the quality of development. An accompanying Opportunities document includes 
indicative illustrations of aspirations that are intended to guide and influence future developments 
in the town and to promote public realm projects to enhance the accessibility and appearance of 
the street-scene. 

We will be holding a drop-in session at which Council officers will be available to discuss 
any aspect of the consultation draft in more detail with interested parties. This will be held on 
Wednesday 3 June between 3pm and 7pm, in Committee Room A at the Town Hall in Tunbridge 
Wells. 

The consultation draft Supplementary Planning Document and response form can be viewed 
and downloaded at http://www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk/residents/planning/planning-policy/ 
consultations, or you can respond directly online at http://consult.tunbridgewells.gov.uk. The 
documents can also be viewed at the following locations for those without access to a computer: 

• Tunbridge Wells Gateway, 8 Grosvenor Road, Royal Tunbridge Wells, TNI 2AB. The 
Gateway is open from 9am-5pm Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday; 9am-6.30pm on 
Thursdays; and 9am-1,30pm on Saturdays 

• Weald Information Centre, The Old Fire Station, Cranbrook, Kent TNI 7 3HF, open from 
8.30am-5pm (Monday to Friday) 

• All libraries in the Tunbridge Wells Borough area. Please check with the particular library for 
opening times 

Representations can be returned as follows: 

1) Online at http://consult.tunbridgewells.gov.uk 

2) By e-mail to planning.policy@tunbridgewells.gov.uk (using the editable response form) 

3) By post to Planning Policy, Planning Services, Tunbridge Wells Borough 
Council, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent TNI 1RS (using a printed response 
form) 

Representations must be made in writing (including electronically) and be 
received by 5pm on Monday 13 July 2015 at the addresses specified in 
(1) to (3) above. 


Tunbridge , 
Wells Horough 

, 'Council 


To 

advertise 
your public 
notice here 

Please 

call 

01233 

653461 

or email 
jerry, 
barrett 
@archant. 
co.uk 


LICENSING ACT 2003: 
Application for Premises Licence 

Nancy KAKOUTSIS of The Greek Arch, 15 
Military Road, Ramsgate, Kent CT11 9LG has 
applied to Thanet District Council, RO. Box 9, 
Cecil Street, Margate, Kent for the Grant of a 
Premises Licence under the Licensing Act 2003. 
A copy of the application may be inspected 
during normal office hours at the Thanet District 
Council offices, address above. 

The licensable activities will be: Supply of 
Alcohol, Live and Recorded Music, Performance 
of Dance 10:00 to 24:00hrs every day; Late 
Night Refreshment 23:00 to 00:30 hrs every day. 
All Licensable activities: an extra two hours on 
Christmas Eve and to continue on New Year’s Eve 
from the end of Permitted Hours to the beginning 
of Permitted hours on New Year’s Day. 

Any representations in respect of the application 
should be made in writing to the Licensing 
Department, Thanet District Council, PO. Box 9 
Cecil Street, Margate, Kent by 23rd June 2015. 

It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a 
false statement in connection with an application 
and the maximum fine for which a person is liable 
on summary conviction for the offence is £5000. 


Goods Vehicle 
Operator’s Licence 

Texo Scaffolding And Construction Limited of Unit 8 
Stepfield Industrial Estate, Witham, Essex CM8 3TH 
is applying for a licence to use Unit 11 Bilton Road 
Industrial Estate Manor Road Erith Kent DA8 2AN as 
an operating centre for 4 goods velncles and 0 trailers. 
Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings) near 
the operating centre(s) who believe that their use or 
enjoyment of that land would be affected, should make 
written representations to the Traffic Commissioner 
at Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, LS9 
6NF, stating their reasons, within 21 days of this notice. 
Representors must at the same time send a copy of their 
representations to the applicant at the address given at 
the top of this notice. A Guide to Making Representations 
is available from the Traffic Commissioner’s office. 


PLEASE MENTION THIS 
PAPER WHEN REPLYING TO 
THESE ADVERTISEMENTS 
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Sport 

Beach volleyball 
back for summer 



SUMMER FUN : Watch the fast-paced action of the National Beach Volleyball Finals 2015 and have a go at playing 
the game yourself 


Beach Volleyball 


By Tim Miles 

tim.miles@archant.co.uk 


FOR the third summer running, the 
National Beach Volleyball Finals 
2015 will be taking place on Margate 
beach. 

The finals on August 15 and 16 at¬ 
tract the top players throughout the 
UK and across Europe and are being 
hosted by Thanet District Council 
Sport Matters. 

The event will be supported by the 
Canterbury Christ Church University 
(CCCU) Sports Team who are this 
year’s official community sponsor 
and who have been key to the success 
of the event over the last four years. 

Thanet was rewarded by Volleyball 
England after beating tough competi¬ 


tion from other coastal towns across 
the country, with Margate hosting 
six years of qualifying events and be¬ 
ing rated the best event on tour. 

Players will be trying to qualify for 
the Margate finals throughout the 
summer’s other events at Skegness, 
Great Yarmouth, Weston-Super- 
Mare and Weymouth before the 
beach season comes to an end with 
the finals weekend in Margate. 

The event will provide Thanet’s 
residents and visitors with a fantastic 
opportunity to sit in free grandstand 
seating to watch an elite sport. 

There will be music and entertain¬ 
ment throughout, as well as the 
chance for visitors to get involved and 
try beach volleyball out for them¬ 
selves, at the free permanent Beach 
Sports Court on Margate Sands. 

Thanet District Council’s sport de¬ 
partment has been working closely 
with Volleyball England and CCCU to 


host the event, with the aim to en¬ 
courage people of all ages to come 
along and join in a fun and energetic 
sport. 

The national finals will be the big¬ 
gest beach volleyball tournament in 
the country this year. 

Volleyball is an extremely popular 
sport and is one of the most watched 
sports in the world. 

Thanet District Council’s director 
of community services Larissa Reed 
said, We are delighted that Margate 
will again play host to this year’s Vol¬ 
leyball England beach tour finals. 

“This has been a key event on the 
summer calendar throughout the 
years and we are pleased that with 
the support of our community part¬ 
ners that the finals will be hosted in 
Margate.” 

For more information about this 
event, visit the website www.thanet. 
gov.uk/sport or call 01843 577032. 


Kent hoping for return to winning T20 Blast ways 


KENT’S unbeaten start to their Nat- 
West T20 Blast campaign ended at 
Lord’s on Thursday night as they lost 
to Middlesex by 115 runs. 

The hosts secured their first win of 
the group stage with a 104-run 
stand between Paul Stirling and Eoin 
Morgan in just 49 balls that saw the 
home side to a score of 205 for five in 
front of a crowd of 13,500. 

Ireland opener Stirling smashed 
90 from 49 deliveries alongside 
England one-day skipper Eoin 
Morgan, fresh from a stint in the In¬ 
dian Premier League, hitting three 
sixes and four boundaries in a spar¬ 
kling 27-ball cameo. 

Kent struggled from the start of 
their innings as James Franklin took 
5 for 21, his best figures in T20, and 


were dismissed for just 90 in 14.4 
overs. 

Kent had won their two previous 
T20 Blast games against Sussex 
Sharks (by 7 runs) and Hampshire 
(by 5 wickets). 

The will have been hoping to 
bounce back to winning ways on Fri¬ 
day night in their game against Sur¬ 
rey in the T20 Blast at the County 
Ground, Beckenham. 

Kent Spitfires squad for the Surrey 
game: 17 Sam Northeast (capt), 23 
Daniel Bell-Drummond, 6 Joe Denly, 
20 Sam Billings (wkt), 30 Fabian 
Cowdrey, 3 Darren Stevens, 10 Alex 
Blake, 26 Matt Coles, 25 Calum 
Haggett, 18 David Griffiths, 33 Adam 
Riley, 24 Adam Ball, 8 Mitch Clay- 
don. 



HOPING TO BOUNCE BACK: 

Kent captain Sam Northeast 


j_ V_ i. » Email sports@kosmedia.co.uk 

QpOlT dnorts or call Jamie Weir on 01233 653481 


Shakey second fastest 
in Snetterton testing 


REIGNING British Superbike champion 
Shane Byrne faces some stiff competition 
in the next round after rival Josh Brookes 
smashed the track record on the final day 
official testing at Snetterton. 

Kent’s Shakey was second in the 
timings, just over half a second adrift, of 
the Australian Milwaukee Yamaha rider 
for the next round of the MCE Insurance 
championship at the Norfolk circuit in 
June, with Brookes recording the fastest 
ever lap of the 300 circuit - lm: 46.861s. 

Championship leader Ellison and 
defending champion Shakey were left 
wrestling for second place in the final 
session with the pair trading the position 
several times in the closing minutes as 
they bid for their best lap time of the test. 
Byrne eventually held the advantage over 
the JG Speedfit Kawasaki rider, but only 
by 0.018s at the chequered flag. 

The next round of the MCE Insurance 
British Superbike Championship takes 
place at Snetterton in Norfolk on June 
19/20/21. 


CHAMP: Shane Byrne 




REBUILDING: Justin Edinburgh (above) has signed Ryan Jackson 


Gills sign right back 
from Newport County 


THE Gills have signed Ryan Jackson 
from Newport County on a two year 
deal. 

The 24-year-old right back was 
offered a new contract at Rodney 
Parade but decided to move up a 
division to be reunited with former 
boss Justin Edinburgh, who signed 
Jackson on a free in July, 2013, from 
Macclesfield. 

The defender, who can also play at 
wing back, has made 174 appearances 
during his professional career and 
scored five goals, most recently for 
Macclesfield during a 2-0 win over 


Tamworth on November 6 2012. 

Jackson will help to bolster the Gills 
defence with Gavin Hoyte, Leon Legge 
and Joe Martin having all left the club 
in the last couple of weeks. 

Gillingham have now made three 
signings ahead of the new season with 
Jackson joining Elliott List and 
Emanuel Osadebe, the latter signing 
from Tottenham Hotspur’s Foundation 
College Programme. 

Manager Justin Edinburgh said: “I 
am delighted to get Ryan on board; he 
was an excellent performer during my 
time with Newport.” 


Let train take strain to the cricket 


SOUTHEASTERN will be running 
extra trains to and from Beckenham 
Junction for next Friday’s (June 5) 
NatWest T20 Blast match at The 
County Ground, Beckenham. 

Fans can travels directly from East 
Kent or via Faversham or Ashford. 

Trains to: 1510 Ashford to Victoria, 
calls Beckenham Jn at 1624; 1450 
Ramsgate to Victoria, calls Beckenham 


Jnat 1638; 1506 Canterbury West to 
Victoria, calls Beckenham Jn at 1654; 
1522 Dover to Victoria, calls 
Beckenham Jnat 1709 
Trains after: 2022 Victoria to Ashford, 
calls Beckenham Jn at 2036; 2037 
Victoria to Ramsgate, calls Beckenham 
Jn at 2050; 2052 Victoria to Ashford, calls 
Beckenham Jn at 2106; 2107 Victoria to 
Dover, calls Beckenham Jn at 2120. 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

H Twitter @KentSport # Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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Rodgers & Hammersteirfs 

OKLAHOMA! 

Music by RICHARD RODGERS 
Book and Lyrics by 
OSCAR HAMMERSTEIN II 

Based on the play Green Grow 
the Lilacs' By Lynn Riggs 

Original Dances 
by Agnes de Mille 


BELINDA ASHLEY CHARLOTTE GARY 
LANG DAY WAKEFIELD WILMOT 



AS AUNT ELLER 


AS CURLY 


AS ALI HAKIM 




THE Tuesday 16 - Saturday 20 June 

MARLOWE 01227 787787 marlowetheatre.com 

THEATRE www.oklahomatour.co.uk 
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